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do not wish to see it in all the rigour and
severity with which it reigned suprame in the
days ot the English Commonwealth, producing,
as the natural and :nevitable result of its too
great interference with individual freedom, the
opposite extreme of vice and godlesuaess which
marked the time of the Restoration ; but with
atl our heart we desire aud pray that the spiric
of Puritanism may ever live, with strength
enouh to withstawd the floods ot frivolity and
profligacy with threaten ouf utter demoraliza-
tion,

For the measure of nonconformity to the
world that does exist amongst us we uve thank-
ful; we wish, indeed, that in regard to sach
things as we have specitied that noncontormity
were miore generiy and more  striet in all
Chuistians’ lives and homes, it would be no
disadvantage to most of us to be more Puritani-
cal than we are.  But, rather than urge a greater
strictness with reference to worldly amusements,
we wish to notice some more important matters
to which we are not so much in the habit of
applying the Apostic’s rule. Many religious
peopie acem to think that worldly coaformity
consists mainly, if not enrirely, of the worldly
ways above noted ; aud, it they avoid these
ways, they are satistied and appear to consider
that they obey Paul’s adinonition. Now, we
believe that, with the very strictest abstinence
from such worldly conformity as we have des-
cribed, there may be u conforniity to the world
of the very worst sort. We have said that
Christian people disapprove of gambling in
most of its forms.  We have chosen this quali-
ficd expression advisedly—in most ot its forms
—omnthe turf, at the card-table, in the billiard-
roow; hetting upon dogs, upon pigesns, upon
pugilists, upon boat-races—such betting is 11-
most entirely abstained from by professirg
Chris.ians wiiere profession hasin it any seriot 8
reality.  But there is mercantile gambling—in
shares, in cotton, in iron, in comnodities of all
sorts; and many a church member and church
oftfice-heaver, who believes a pack of cards to be
the desil’s bible, and would burn it if he found
itin his house, has no scruple whatever about
taking part in transactions which no clear mind
and healthy conscicuce can distinenish as dif-
iering, morally, from the most blackguardly
swindles of the racecourse and the most excit-
ing hazards of the gambling hell. If by
worldiiness we are t6 understand every evil
thing that is very prevalent in the world, then
nothing is more worldly than covet.usness;
yet,in regard to this, the majority of professing
Christians, including many who are very pro-
minent in church matters, scem to think that
they are atliberty to dispense entirely with St,
Paul’s advice and to be as much conformed to
the world as they plense. Between Christians
—and we d. not use the term m 2 merely
nominal sense, buc as indicating men who
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really beliecvs in Christ, and anderstand and
acknowledge Christiau responegibility- between
many such and the most worldly of the world
very little difference is discernible in regard to
this worldly characteristic. A man may be »
greddy, grasping wmiser, a  by-word amongst
worldings, and yet not only remein in full
fellowship with the most strictly disciplined
church but live and die without any quaim of
conscience as to his conformity with the world.
We do not say that the world is dishonest.
We wish, at any rite, to think better of our
feilow-men th + to suppose dishonesty so pieva-
lent a8 t> be charactaristic of all who may be
termed men of the world.  Among such men
there ave multitudes whose veraaty and honour
are bcyond all suspicion. Nevertheless, in the
world, there is much dishonesty of which we
continually hear loud and angry complaints,
and see abundant proof ; but we fear that, in so
far as the world is dishonest, there is, on the
part] of religions professors, a lmge measure of
worldly coutormity. Do men fecl much sater
in the hands ot Christian men of business than
when dealing with others 2 Do evea Christiau
people, as a general rule, prefec to deal with
Christian men of business, in the confidence
that they wili be the more veradiously and
honourably treated 2 We hope that such ques-
tions can be answered with an unfaltering
“yea;” but we are not sue.  Sure, however,
we are that such is the answer that Christian
profession ought to enable us to give,

It is zlso a fair question whether Christians
might not, along with thuir anxiety to be
superior to worldly amusements, manifest a
deeper anxiety for superiority to the world’s
standard of honour and justice. It is, we fear,
rather rarely that nonconformity 1o the world
displays itself in declining to take, in business
mtters, advantages over our neighbour which
the world considers allowable and justitiable.
Besause our neighbour is poor, beeanse he isin
straightened circumstances and forced to sell,
we, a Christian buyer, will beat down his price
and purchase for .£50 what we well know to be
worth .£100 ; and we will do this, not because
we are poor also ; but because we love to make
a bargain, and pride onrcelves on onr shrewd
business habits.  There are, we are afraid, not
a few Christian men to whom, in such a case,
it would be simply useless to appeal on any
other grounds than pexfectly well understood
worldly rules. “Business Is busivess,” they
would say, with an air indicating their impres-
sion that they are using an unanswerable argu-
ment, acd they would be rather indignant at
the bare supposition that they were amenable
to any other laws. Of all worldliness this,
perhaps, is the most dangerous, for itis so in-
sidious. Indeed, it is very possible for a man
to be most. thoroughly worldly-minded in this
respect and yet live in the delusicn that he, at



