THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

pews were all nearly full. Again it
was evident that many desired to bid
farewell to the cld « House of Prayer.”
Mr. Graut chose for his text, Ezra iii.,
12,13: * But many of the priests and
Levites and chief of the fathers who
erc ancient men, that had seen the
vt house, when the foundation of this
louse was laid before their eyes, wept
ith a loud voice; and many shouted
loud for joy : so that the people could
ot discern the noise of the shout of joy
rom the noise of the weeping of the f)eo~
le ; for the people shouted with a loud
hout, and the noise was beard afar off.”
Those words,” he said, “ describing a
ne of mingled sorrow and joy—sorrow
t the thought of the old house, and joy
t the prospect of the new—express the
lings of a good many here to-night;
nd with us, too, the sorrow is felt chiefly
y the old men and women whose mem-
ries go back to other days, while the
ounger men look forward with hope,
eing in the change astep in advance.”
e proceeded to give a full expression
those different feelings, pointing out
w natural they were, althoug
ew that the wood of a church was
itself no more sacred than that of any
her building. The influence of old
d long-continued hallowing associa-
ns ; their connection with their fore-
thers as members of a national and
toric Church ; and the inning or
e quickening of spiritual life experi-
ced within those walls by some of
em, ai! would tend to make the des-
c‘t.ion. ax‘dthe house a cause for melzgx-
oly and deep if ing regret. On
second of fhosel:lai:rsi‘s‘;gns he pointed
t the incalculable blessing to the
tion for long centuries that the endow-
nts of the Church of Scotland had
n; and asked, if we were her true
ildren, would not we in this new
1d lay the lesson to heart, and give
xpression to the utmost of our abi-
An endowed ministry in connec-
with a stable and faithful church, is
h a vantage ground for all high reli-
effort, that it is the greatest boon
n can confer on the district, the city,
the congregation he loves.
e preacher concluded with earnest
ortations to make new St. Andrew’s
lesing to the city and to generatic
unborn. The 115th Psalm from the
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10th verse was solemnly sung, the bless-
ing given, and then slowly and reluct-
antly, and with many a lock cast behind,
the congregation passed out, bidding the
last farewell to their old house of prayer.

The Census.

A Census, or numbering of the people,
is now being taken throughout the dif-
ferent Provinces of the Dominion. The
object of this great work is simply to as-
certain the population of the countrr
and of every district init; to discover
what increase or decrease has taken
place within the last ten years, what
progress has been made in improving
the land, what increase has taken place
in the wealth and resources of the peo-
ple, what additions to our trade, our
manufactures and our shipping. It is
impossible to over-estimate the value
or importance of a correct and reliable
Census. Indeed, so important is it, that
the system has long been adopted and
carried out by every civilized nation in
the world, more or less exactly, accord-
ing to the intelligence of the people and
the character ot the Goverrment. A
general Census of the Dominion has been
commenced. On Monday 2nd April
that great work was begur to be com-
pleted Xrobably about the 1st of May.

Besides the general interest and im-
portance of this Census, it will have an
exceptional political significance which
no former one ever had, for upon its re-
sults will be based the amount of subsidy
to each Province, and also the amount
of representation in the Dominion Par-
liament. It is therefore the interest of.
every one of the Provinces, and espe-
cially of Nova Scotia, that this Census
should be as full and accurate as it can
be. To ensure this, it is not enough
thet the enumerator should be intelli-
gent and taithful, the people must be
willing to give all necessary information
so that there may be no omissions and
as few mistakes as possible.

The objects sought to be obtaine i by
the Census, are first and principally, the
exact amount of the population, dis--
tinguishing sex, age, place of birth, re-
li;ion, occupation, condition—that is
wiledner married, single or widowed...
It aims at ascertaining also the nnmber -
of births, deaths and marriages that have -



