
TIRE CEURCU OF BOOTLAND

peswere ail ncarly full. Again it
was evident that inany dlesired te bid
f;arewell te the eld Il ouse of Prayer."
Mr. Grant chose for Lis; text, Ezrà iii.,
12, 13: But inany of the priests and
Levites and chief of the fatiiers who

ere ancient mnen, tbat bad seen the
rst bouse, wben the fouridation of this
oupe wua laid befere their eyes, wept
ith a loud voice ; and m.any shoutod

loud for joy : se that the people could
et discer»ý the noise of the shout of jey
rom the noise of the weeping of thepe.
le; for the people shouted with a loutd
bout, and the noise was Leard afar off."
Thomc words," Lie said, tédescribing a
ne of nîingled sorrow and joy--sorrow

tthe thought of the old bouse, and jey
t the prospect of the new-exprss thse

lings of a good many bore to-night;
nd wîtb us, toe, the sorrow is fIct chefly
y the old men and women whose mcx»-
ries go back to other days, wbilc the
ouinger men look forward with hope.
eing in the change a step ini advance.»
e proceeded to, gîve a full expression
thoe different feelings, peinting e ut
w natural they wvere, although al
ew that the wýood ef a cliurch was
itself' ne nmore sacred than that of any

ber building. The influence of old
d long-continued Lallowing associa-
ns; their connectien wstb their fore-
thers as niembers of a national and
torie Churcli; and the bc-nnngo
e quié-kening of spiritual life experi-
ced witbinethLose walls by smre of
ce, ai! would tend te mako the des-
ctioti cW the bouse a cause for melan-

oly and deep if passing regret. On
qecond of those divisions hie pointed

t. the incalculable lessing te the
ion for long centuries that the endow-
nts of the Cburch of Scotland had
n; and asked, if we were ber truc

idren, would net we in this new
rd lay the lessen te, beart, and give
xpressien te thse utmost of our abi-

An endowed ministry in conncc-
nwith a stable and faithful church, is
havantage ground for ail higb reli-
s effort, hat it is tise greatest boon
ncan confer on thse district, the city,
te congregation Le love.
e preacher concluded with earnet

ortations to make new St. Andrew's
leming te the citv and te generatiosmu
unborn. The ii5tl PWria f-om the.

loth verso was soleinnly sung, the bleu-
ing given, and then slowly and reluct-
antly, and with inany a =ol ceut bebind,
the vongregation passel out, bidding thse
last farewell to their old bouse of prayer.

The. Cens.

A Censuis, or îîumbering of the people,
is new being taken tlirougbouit the dif..
ferent Provinces of the Domninion. The
object of tlîis great work is siniply te an-
certain the populatirn of tbe countr'-
and et every district in it; te discover
wbat increase or decrease bas taken
place within the last ten %-cars, what
prot-ress ba@ been mnade in improving
the'land, wbat increase bas taken placé
in the wealth and resources of the peo-
ple, wbat additions te our trade, our
manufactures and our sbipping. It is
impiossible te over-estimate the value
or importance of a correct and reliabie
Census. Indced, se, important is it, that
tbe systeni bas long been adopted and
carried eut by every civilized nation ini
the world, more or less exactiy, accord-
ing te tise intelligence ef tbe people and
taie character et* the Goverrment. A
general Census oftbe Dominion bas been
ceinamencexl. On Monday 2nd April
that grtat work was begur te be coin-
pleted prebably about the lot of May.

Besides the ogeneral interest and im»-
portance of' tbîs Census, it wiil bave an
exceptional pelitical significance whicb
ne former one ever had, fur upon ita re-
suIts will be based the ameunt of subsidy
toecach Province, and alse the amount
of representatien in the Doinion Par-
liainent. It is tberefore the interest of.
every one of the Provinces, and espe-
cially of Nova Scotia, that this Census
sbould be as full and accurate as it can
be.. Te ensure this, it is net enougli
tLRt the enumerater sbeuld Le intelli-
gent and taithful, the people must Le
wiiling te give al necessary information
80 that there may be ne omissions axnd
as few mistakes as psible.

The objects sougbt to Le obtaineltby
tbe Census, are first and principaly, thse
exact amount of the population, dis- -
tinguishing tex, age, place of birtb, re-
ligi on, occupation, condition-tiat i.

wether married, single or widowed..
It ais at ascertaining also the nuamber -
of births4 deathi and marriges teathave «


