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!cal arts, they will travel to the States or
elsewhere. 'the fact of our having Dalhousie
College tofurnish young men with a thorough
-training ii the Arts, not only preparatory to
studvig f&r the Church, but for the other
professions and literary callings, is an addi-
tional strong reason why we require a Hall
less than ever. The chief objection, as it
presented itself to my mind, to our sending
our young men to Scotland, was, that they
required to decide, before entering the Col-
legce, for the Churcli, otherwise they could not
he sent with the promise of support from the
Church-whereas, in most cases, I should
take it as an indicatiou of proper conceri
'vhen looking forward to the ministry, not to
be hasty in deciding, as we are forbidden to

lay hands suddenly" on any man.
A LEXAN DER MÍCKA Y.

Saltaprings, September.

The Project of a Divinity Hall.

AN article appeared in the Septembei num.
ber df'the Record, on this subject, which
calls for a brief notice, as its tone and state-
ments maay give rise to tmuch misapprehen-
sion. This would not have been the case
had the subject been discussed simply on its
merits and with reference to our circumstan-
ces. But as the writer takes up the position
Of an aggrieved Churchman, states that " the
scheme was suddenly disclosed at the elev-
enth hour, at the ' fag 'end of the session,'
and slipt hurriedly through Court," re-
iterates that it was " passed through Synod
in a hasty and irregular manner," and expres-
ses a hope that " the business of the Church
may be conducted in future in a more open
adid regular manner," it is absolutely neces-
sarv that an emphatic denial be given to such
chirges, or the promoters of the scheme
must be under the imputation of having
plotted in order to burden the Church with an
unnecessary Hall, three professors and £600
a year. The charges, if true, mean a great
deal:; if untrue, what are we to think of Mr.
Philip P We must at the least think that
he is very reckless in accusing the brethren,
and ihat it would have been wiser had ha in-
quited more into the facts of the case, and
the usages of our Courts.

Now it is the tact that the project in ques-
tion was brought before the Synod in precise-
ly the same way as the Dalhousie College
overture had been brought up three years
previously and I challenge MN. Philip or any
other man to name a single scheme or mea-
sure which came before us in a different way
ever since I have been a tnember of Court.
It nay be said that oui mode of procedure
is not good. I am willing to discuss that in
its own place ; but let us not mix up the
special case before us with the general prac-
tice, and lét not those who honestly followed
the use and wont of Synod be charged with

irregularity, and wQrse. The overture W31
Irawn up by a member of Court, submitted

to all who were around hin at the time, thenl
sent to the Conmittee on Overtures, was es-
amined and approved and then transnitted to
the Clerk, who brought it up before the
Synod in its order. But Mr. Philiip and
others " were altogether taken hy surprise'
when it was read. Why did they not say su*
When peuple are so niuch surprised, thel
generally express theiselves to that effec t

there and then. Whv did lie not move the
pos.tponement of the question for another
year, or the adjournent of the debate?
Instead of that, he entered on the discussion
of the question, like everybody ehe, and ie

i is only niow that he discovers that he was
" taken by surprise." But it was " sligt jO
hurriedly through Court." Mr. Philip mus
surely have forgotten. The whole of Satur-
day was occupied with the discussion, as
the published minutes in the August Record
show. True, we were a little Iurried at the
close of Saturday, but by whom ? By Mr-
Law, who again and again asked the Modera-
tor to close that he might have a meeting of
the Presbytery of Pictou, as Mr. Philip had
induced him to leave the Court that afternoofl
to go to Truro with him. Still, though the
whole day had been given to the subject, and
every member present had spoken on it, nO
inmmediate decision was come to. It was de-
ferred till Monday ; Monday came, and Mr
Philip, who was so much interested in a mes-
sure of so much imDortance, was absent froit
his place,-was away at Truro attending tO
his own private or congregational business.
But though Mr. Philip was absent, the min-
utes inform us that the Synod " resuned
consideration of the overtur*e,"and there be-
ing still no one who had found out that ie
had been taken by surprise, the Synod cale
to an unanimousfinding on th4e subject.

Again, who supported the project when it
was being discussed P Every Eider and ai'
most every minister present, including al
the seniors and those wio had been lonîgest
in the country; while Mr. Philip was the oill
member who took Jecided ground againsl
it, juat as he liad against a Foreign Missiot'
although we were committed to one. So that
although " there was by no means unanîimill
of opinion at the Synod on tlis subjeclt
there was something very like it. We expect
differences of opinion in every discussion, bu t

when these do not take the forn of a countcr-
motion, a protest, or even a request for delaY,
what are we to think of the course now taken
and the charges made by Mr. Philip ? Yes,
far from there being any general ignorance
of the proposed Hall, did not Mr. Jamacs
'hompson state in Synod, that, as far as be
knew, every subscriber to our En)dowrugen
Fund had understood that the Clurch W014
not hait with its work half done, but that '
would establish a Divinity Curriculum whe"
ever the country had a satisfactory FacUîl'


