
THE PRESBYTERIAN RCR.AGS

THE PRESENT WEST.

Some o! the. points In connection with the
work ln-the North West, as pireaented to As-.
sembi!, were the foilowlng:

state of Religion.

It le somewhat difflcuit to lndicate the
spiritual condition of the Mission districte
with, accuracy, and yet there are signe of a
gratifying nature. The Sabbath le well kept
In Manitoba aind the Nortît West Territorles,
the buslest time ln harvest not tempting
men to profane thbe day. In the mining dIs-
tricts things are not as satis! actory, although
an Improveinent la noticeable, especially ln
the older towna. The Canadian elenient
.verywhere works for a quiet Sabbatb, even
tu minIng districte, and the proportion of
communicants as compared with the familles
ln gradually riaing.

Family worship, it la feared, la not com-
mon; nor la family discipline malntained as
ln the past. There la stili a good deal ef
drinking, but the evll le abating. There la
everywhere a great deal of respect for law
and order, even among foreigners, and crimes
commltted against the person and property
are rare. The record of the Presbyterians ln
this rtgard la the cleanest of any denomîna-
tton. The people are generous ln the support
of Ghurch work, and lnterested ln the exten-
sien o! the Klngdom of Christ. Only ln one
Presbytery did the average contribution for
ai purposes, per communicant, fail b'alow $10
la 1896; a.nd In one It roS as hJgh -as $29.
02; whule In Eastern Canada threeý-fifths feul
below $10O, and ne as low as $6.10.

Growth.

The growth of the Church ln Western Can-
ada eau lie sean at a glance at the table sub-
.olned

1881. 1898.
Synods ............. ........ O 2

Preabyterles .... ...... ...... . .1 14
Self-sustaiuing congregationa 1 70
Augnented congregations 0 O 4
Missions .............. ..... 28 179
Familles .......... .......... 971 13,605
Preachiug Stations ........... 116 937
Single Persans .... ... ....... 308 9,143
Communicants....... ...... .. 1,158 19,505
Contributions..... ....... $15,100 $301,753

ConsiderIng the newness of the Wes-t, and
that missions are included with congregations
la the calculation, the llberality of the people

la hopeful.
MIssionaries.

Testimony should. also lie borne as to the
faithfulness and efficiency o! Missionarles,
generally speaking. That ln so large a staff
one nlot lip to the standard sj!h.otild lie occas-

ionally lound was to have been expected; the
generai average, however, la higli la scholar-
ship and pulpit power. The field demande
nevertheies a larger proportion of mnen of mia-
turity and exporience monx who know men,
and who wiil commanu their respect by tbeir
unblemlshed life and prudent speech.

Said a mani not a Christian, oi one o! .our
Missionarles: "I never go to Church, but Mr.

- preaches me a good sermon every day
ln the week by the way lie lives."1 0f very
nxany the saime testimony couid be borne. It
was a rare sight: to find a Roman Catholie
rallway coutractor atteuding a meeting o!
Presbyerty titis spring, and urging that our
Miasionary should lie lett ln the field ail auni-
mer because o! bis valuable work axnong
the men.

New Preabyteries.

The Yukon district la outaide the. boundar-
les o! Presbyteries lu British Columbia, al-
thongh Glenora and Tesin are south o! the
OOth parallel-the nortiiera boundary of the
Province of Britishi Columbia. The General
Asambly should b. asked to consider thxe ad-
visabliity o! erectlng a Presbytery ln the Yu-
kon 80 that the business o! the Church iniglt

be conducted lu accordance with establisked
usages. A Presbytery should be of great as-
sistance, le ale to meet only once a year.

The growth of the Presbytery of Kamiloops
lias led te an agitation Iu favor of division.
The Urow's Nest Passansd Kettie River Rail-
wa.ys3 completed, It la expected that the popu-
latilon of the Slocan-Keotenay country will
increase rapidly, and that with a few years
the present population will lie five, If not ten
times the present figure. From east to west,
along thc line of the Canadian D'acific Rail-
way, the Presbytery extenda 420 miles, amud
from nortli to south eettlemeints are found at

points 500 miles &part. There art at present
19 ordained ministers and missiomnaries In the
1?resbytery, and a division along thxe present
and- prospective rallways would give ten min-
Isters to thec Southeru Prcsbytery and nine to
the Northern. Inx the Northcrn would lie four
congregations and eleven missions, and ln the
Southern four congregations and thirteei
missions.

Yukon Missionarica.

Our pIoncer misslonaiy- the Rer. R. M.
)Ickey-the pioneer missionary of any Cana-
dian Church-wvent to Skaguay ln October,
aind witx great energy sxxcceeded ln crecting
a churcli there. lUntil titis sprxxg lie was the
on.1y missionary ln the place.
The Rer. A. S. Grant followed ln J'anuary;

lie called at Skaguay, and passed on to Lake
Bennctt, the first point on the Caixadian aide
of the International boundary. Hlere he built
a cixurcli sud erccted a structure to be xîsed
for a manse. He thon trampeci 200 miles
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