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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS.
We have received from St. Charles the commu-
nication of our cxcellent friend S., and shull
not ful to notuce the glaring abuse to which
ke has drawon our attention. That portion
of hisletter which alludes to the meditated
Railway operations, will appear in our nexts

% One of the Choir of Christ Church” hasbeen re-
ceived. Our correspondent denies the assertion
made by Observer lust week, and suggests that
if Ais friend had attended to the sercice him-
self, instead of watching the orchestra, he
could not have witnessed what ke describes.
The fuct of the curtmn being undrawn s
given inevidence, that nothing i done Lehind
2, of which the orchestra need be ashamed.

All parties subscriling ta thie paper may be sup-
plied with the whole of the numbers from the
commencentent, including the Light Years sn
Canada.
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MONTREAL, THURSDAY, Nov. 26, 1846.

MR. ALEXANDER MATHIESON.

In compliance with our promise of last
week, we notice the public attack made
upon us, through the columns of the Mont-
veal Herald, by this reverend gentleman. In

.doing so, we hope we shall confine ourselves

to the subject immediately at issne. We
have no desire to offer slight to the Church
to which Mr. Mathieson belongs, and there-
fore, in the spirit of forbearance we shall
endeavor to keep in view, we must be dis-
tinctly understood as being actuated much
more by feelings of proper respect for those
who kneel at his altar, than by any con-
sideration for himself. His attack upon us;
as the mere chronicler of an anecdote which
had alrcady obtained universal circulation
in the country,—the manuer of occurrence
only being the point at issue,—we conceive
to have been too undignified and too purely
personal to deserve any favor at our hands,

Mr. Mathieson remarks,—almost in the
opening paragraph of his immediate com-
munication to the ferald, that his letter
¢a copy of which follows in that paper) was
¢ received' with the insolence which thoso
who take unwarrantable liberties with the
eharacters of others, gencrally receive every
thing that implies a doubt of the truth of
their gossip.” Now, putting aside the ab-
sence of all grummatical construction in
this short sentence, we cannot sce the ap-
plication it is meant to convey. We tock
no unwarrantable liberties with the nanie of
the gentleman in question : we did not even
know it, until Mr. Mathieson himself in-
formed us, in his letter, what it was. We
could have no motive,~—no fecling, beyond
a desire to.show that the nobleman aliuded
to in councetion with Mr. McNaughton, was
incapoble of pursuing the course he-had
in regard to the minister in gquestion,
without some slrong provocation ; and we
are prepared to repeat, and shall show pre-
sently, that such provocation had been
given.

M. Mathieson says, that not to know kim.
argues ourselves unknown, aud that he has.

no patticular desire that we should emerge
from our obscurity on his shoulders. We
cannot altogether adinit the first part of this
position. It occurs to us that the reverend
gentleman might have affurded us the bene-
fit of o doubt on the subject of his idenity,
when ho had not tiought proper to infonn
us that ho was a muister of the Church,—
a fellow-laborer in which, he conceived,
had been unjustly brought under the lashof
our censures  Wu sincerely declare that we
did not know, or even suspect that our cor-
respondent was one connected with the
Chureh, in the manuer since ghown, when
we wrote the acknowledgment we did of
of his letter, for the “ Notice to Correspon-
dents,” Had Mr. Mathieson given us toun-
derstand who he was, we should not have
committed ourselves into the grossignorance
of not knowing him by intuition, with which
he charges us.

But what shall we say of the second part
of the paragraph,—the deliberate declara-
tion of one who preaches humility, and
kindness, and benevolence, and good oflices
to all men,~the uu-Samaritan determina-
tion to deny to an obscure individual the
power of emerging from that obscurity
through his instrumentality—on his shoul-
ders? Does he, in the meekness of the
spirit of him who bowed himself to take
upon him the sins of men, eschew anger,—
return good for evil,—and endeavor to raise
from that obscurity in which he secimns to
exult the object of his anger is placed, the
erring mortal whom he is anxious to lead in
the right way? No, he shall not emerge
from darkness into light through any agency
or instrumentality of his. And this is reli-
gion !

But the Christian forgiveness and forbear-
ance of Mr. Mathieson is much on a par
with his consistency. We are distinctly
told that we shall not rise fromn our obscurity
on his shoulders, and yet he adopts the very
means to effect that which in words he
denies. Who cver heard of the Herald
noticing the Wedkly Expositor beforo the ap-
pearance in its columus of Mr. Mathieson’s
letter 7 Not a linc could that journal be
induced to put forth, to shew we had an
existence. The letter in the Herald. is
worth a dozen advertisements, and.has pro-
cured us more notice from particular parties
than we were ever honored with before.—
May we ever thus be continued in obscurity.

We now come to another part of Mr.
Mathicson’s letter, and that is where, with
a benevolenco of spirit truly worthy of a
Clristian Divine, the reverend gentleman
expresses a fear lest we should ¢ burst
with an inflated sense of our own genorosity
in supplying a wholo gencration with one
copy of our paper-® e then most kindly
proceeds to inform us, in order to avoid so
fearful a result, that he obtained the same
at the Offico of the ¢ExrosiTor?’ BIr.
Mathieson has all that pure simplicity of
character for which the Christian Minister
should be distinguished. The figurative,
the facon de parler, aro sealed booksto him.
He comprehends only tho verbatim el lifera~
{um. He cannotunderstand the exceedingly

fine writing which would endeavor to estab-
lish the possibility of our paper being handed
down to a whole generation.

But aithough we are much indebted to Mre
Mathieson, for altempting to avent so fatal
a result as that which ho hasanticipated,
by giving us the information in quostion, we
feel bound to state the following. Ordars
had been strictly issued that no single num-
bers of the Exposifor were to be sold, afler
the appearance of the ¢ Eight Years in Ca-
nada,” and we were certainly surprised to
find from Mr. Mathieson that they hed been
disobeyed. We questioned the only two
persons in tho office, and they have both
positively declared to us—the one that he
never hus—the other that he has not the
slightest recollection of ever having, sold a
single copy in tho office. Of course we do
notquestion Mr. Mathieson’s stutement, but
we must, in justice to those whom we had
closely questioned, without saying where=
fore, record their several declarations as we
just stated them to be. .

The beautics of Mr, Mathieson’s letter
are so many and so manifest, that we really
feel at a loss for selection.  Yet it would be
unpardonable in us to pass over without com«
ment that interesting little cpisode, wherein
is detailed the dislike children have of every-
thing that is silly. Mr. Mathieson has heard
children in their sport, on these occasions, ex-
claim, % Well, now, after that>—It is very
amiable on the part of the children to gono
farther, but Mr. Mathieson improves upon
this mark of infant wisdom—or more correct-

ly, perhaps, of wisdom jn an infant. He

says, after alluding to cerfain inanities,
“\Vell, now—after that—comes a—* What?
Need any one require to be told of the ele~
gantism 2 If so,we supply the hiatus—¢¢a pig
tobe chaved **!  What a pity Mr. Mathieson
had not finished the sentence. How his con-
gregation would, in future, have treasured:
these words in theirmemories;and when,in the
midst of some fiery denunciation, or earnest
appeal to the impenitent heart of the relent-
less sinner, he, overpowered by emoiivn,~
should have failed in theattempt tosubstitule’
words of sufticient force to express his anathe-
mas—the idea of the past should suddenly
ohtrude itself on their minds, while incapable
of resisting the influence which could, atsuch
a2 moment, mingle things terrestrial with
things celestial—cach should silently exclaim
~-after that—comes—a pig to ke shaved!
But what shall we say of the animus
which dictated the publictation of this let-
ter? Mr. Mathieson is sensible thatit isoos
of so unchnstian-like, so reprehensible 2
character, that he doubls whether even- the
Editor of a newspaper—not usually {co sen-
sitive or refined in these matters—sill inscré
it, and therefore, to overcome any reluctance
that may be felt, he offers to-pay for it as an
advertisement? An advertisement for what?
—to shew to the world that we are an ob-
scure individual, thet we write trash, and
that, after that,—comes a pig to be shaved !
Having now disposed of a letter which
was written to infiict pain, not to yield so-
lace or to bestow the blessings and com-
forts of religion, we must revert to the pa~



