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ideas and wishes regardless of the cap-
taifl's a!thority we would expect nothing
but shipwreck for that vessel. So it
is with our aduit class, if individuals
obey flot the voice of the "Captain of
their salvation " then, no matter howv
much intellect, no matter how much
ability there may be in that class, it
must suifer shipwreck and neyer attain
the high ends in view whien it organized
as a class. But if each mem ber of the
class is truly led, flot only during the
class heur but daily, by the unerring
Guide which is given to aIl, then the
Bible we study, 1 hesitate not to say
the w/io/e Bible, will be made plain and
clear to our minds, an>d while wve niay
avail ourselves of the many " lelps " to
understand tlie writteii word, at the
saine time we are free from ail narrow-
ing influences as to its in-erpretation,
for the Holy Spirit wvhich is given us
wvill " lead us into aIl truth."

If we thus p rformn our duty to the
class and to each other is it ail that is
required of us? I think not. These
things indeed we should do but is there
flot something else we are in danger of
leaving undone which the M'.aster will
surely require of us? In philanthropic
labor in its broadest sense, our Society
has always done and is, I believe, stili
doing its duty faithf ully, and T am glad to
see that that subject is receiving greater
attention from, us as the years roll by.
But there is another subject wvhich pré.
sents itself very forcibly to my mmnd
in connection with our schools. If we
fuliy belive in religious truth.ý =-ztrorth
in the doctrines of our Society, why do
%ve not let the world know more about
themn? If our religous belief is not
only a comfort to us but a life giving
power in our souls, ought we not to
lîand forth of that which we havt
rece. ,ed, flot only to those who are
members of our Society but to those
who know nothing of our belief and
teachings.

I have read religions books of differ-
cnt denominations- books giving forth
the best thoughts of some of the best
of authors. and I have thought that
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books of our own Society, those whichi
set forth clcarly the trut lis we believe*
iii, will compare very favorably with
any of them. And I trust 1 shall not
ho thought narrow minded when I say
that 1 have often thought while reading
the books of several wvell known authors,
and of others flot so wvell known, that
the best arnd decpest thoughts 1 gather-
ed were those which ivere iii closest
accord with our own religious ideas.

It seerns to me that out of the chaos
of confflicting ideas which have con-
vulsed the world of Christian thought
for so znany centuries, and which in
later years has taken a more enquiring
form, there Nvill be envolved a religion
at once reasonable and practicable, one
wvhich can be comprehended by the
simple child-like mind, and whichi will
also satisfy the loftiest intellect. Who
that understands our doctrines and
teachings can say that this coming faith
is diffeèrent from our ovn ? And if this
is true, how necessary that ive should
put ourselves iii an attitude to show to
the wvorld what has been the life sus-
taining principle of our Society for over
200 years.

1 believe there is no way in which
we can better show forth our views than
through the First-day School, and in
the aduit classes, where every member
is qualified to illustrate some pha!e. of
religious truth, there is surely great
opportunity aiforded for spreading our
doctrines provided, of course, we invite
others to corne in, and when they do
corne, make them truly welcorne. Thus
it appears to me the aduit class in our
First-day School rnay be made a mighty
instrument for good, not only wîthin
our own borders, but to the multitude
of enquirers to be found in ail classes
who are seeking after a more perfect
way and a dloser Nvalk with God.

A Vassar girl, who Iost a, button
from her shoe, renîarked. IlThere has
been an inadvertant elimination of the
prehensile attachnient with a perfor-
ated ferruginouis protuiberaîîce, neces-
sary in fastenine the integumnent of
my pedal extremîity.-Ex.


