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sociation of GCelcsce Yearly Meeting at Farni-
ington, N.V. 1 in Sixth Mo., 1886. Owirig to
thitlength of the cssay ývepublish only a part
of it in this issue.

FORAI.

Friends, mnore thax those of rnost religlous
bclicq, are opposed to "forms and ceremonies. "
Vet WC niay becorne forniai iii atternpting to be
informi. For one simple instance, a frieni
for reasons best known to hinmself, will always
keep his head covered when entcring the
meeting-bouse, and until after takfing bis seat.
The idea intended to be shovn may Ic that
which is opposed to the nf.ccssity which some
people of other churches attach to this as a
Mark of reveîiential -respect. As a rule it is
consitferced only beconing to one enteriug either
a house of wvorship or a d1welling. What there
is of virtue in eithur way we shall not discuss.
It is sufficient to note that whatcver becomes a
practice beromnes a custorn, anci consequently
a formi cr cercniony.

.This leads us to observe that formn of soîîîe
kind is a nccessity if any truth or idea is to be
illustrated and piovnctcc. Andi instead of it
being a hindrance to truc religion, it in
guardeci form may serve a very valuable paý' rt.
"lOrder is the *first Law of Ileaven " has oft
been repeated. 'Ne kriow that great aéhieve-
meats have be due lavgely, ia the puirsuit of
every vocatioli, to ýform, order, systeim. This
applied to our Society wvill scarcely have the
opposite effect.

There are just two things to which I would
call the attention of the reader in conriection
with this subject. Atiendance at inedbzg and
.mani;cr of being« seated.

As to the former, there has been on the part
of many parents perhaps a disposition to over-
indulge their childrca by flot requiring thern to
attend meetings r-cgularly because they the
children did not wish to attend. This feeling
of the chilciren inclicates another fact, namely
*that the meeting does flot ealist theirsympathy,
dcs flot inake an atteadance attractive. I do
not think it necessary either, that meetings
mîust always1be made attractive for the enter-
tainment of those who are expected-i to, attend-
It may possess.in fact sonie qualities of self-
<lenial to acivantage ; but stili a reasonabie

YOUNG FRIENOS' RE'VIEW.

amounit of interest should attach to tlîe years
anci condlitions of the yquing. Ia the meau-
time I believe a paîient's will should be as-
serted ia a flrm though gentie manner., A
child bas respect and even admiration forcthis
kind of authority, and. a parent gains every
tilileinstca(l of Iosing. Jnsisting upon attend-
ance, habituates them to a practice they corme
to, look upon as a duty, and as a. matter of
course. But a parcnt's duty does flot stop
here,-this is flot ail that is to be accomplished.
A boy like ayone eise would not like to ho
habitually sent to jail without knowiag wvhat
he is to be sent fr--f and even though he
knew, a bare contemplation of his situation
would scarcely afford hina very much relief.
In the saine way he would lbe as desolate, and
flot enjoy a social gathering were no0 one to
show him any attention. Is it not too oftcn
the case that parents are slow to show their
sympathy for ýthe children, and only apparently
intcrest themselves caough to knoy that the
childrcn are seatcd somewhere at -the back
while they are at the front ? This siinply ini-
dicates the guiph, and to, ny inid much of its
origin, between the young and the old that so
many have deplored. TIhis is one reason, 1
think, why the Churcli did flot at one tim~e.get
that support fromn the youag which the olde «r
membeis desired. Let pàrents adopt niore
generall1y than they do, the appearaflce of
syrnpathy and iatercst ia this~ particular, and 1
doulit flot but that a: good resuit will be
acknowledgecl.

IHas it not been the case that childrea have
feit thenmselves of no value in a meeting, but
there as on-lookers to see their parents .engaged
in a worship that they the children could not
iveil comprehend ? In sppaking of interest ini
childrea, I arn renîindcd of what a lady friend
the other day said to, me. " Do Friemds take
aay irtercst in the religious ivelfare of theizr
childrca ?" "I have -neyer," she said, "kmin
my experiemîce with Friends and tbosè in their
employ heard a father or mother expiain or
say arything touching their religious nature;
neyer saw them ia their homes read and. ex-
plain anything 'la the Bible." To say nothing
as to, the difference of opinion'on these niatters,
it mnay bu too truç that parents are distant and
reserved whcn they should tbe free to 'tallc
about our Iteëavetnly Pather and our relation to,


