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NATURAL HISTORY,

THE BISON.

The Bison, which is ansther animal of the
cow Kind, differs from the rest w'having o
Tump between it shoulders ; and the size of
these animals varies so completely, that it is

' diicnlt togive an idea of their height.
~ Upon taking a slight survey of this crea-
.ture, he bears sume resemblance to the lion’s
fuee ; he hasa thick long shargy mane,and
& heard extending from the thrcat to the
chin ; his head is small ; his eyes fiery and
_ted, and so full of fury and ill-nature, that
they absolutely intimidate with their glare ;
the forehead is extremely wide : the horns
#relerge, and placed so farasunder that three
men might easily sit m the space ; on the
niddle of the back there risesa hump nearly
as liigh as a camel’s,and covered with han;
and thuse who hunt the animal for the sake
«66 j-ioud -consider it a-most, delicate aad
luxurious treat.  In a state of nature thiy
ereatur® jsso wild, that the huntersare oblig-
ed to fly for satety to those trees where their
thick foliage secures them from his sight;
and he can only be taken by digging deep
pitsin the carth,nyid covering them over with
grass and boughs of trees, when the noise of
the hunters impel him iorward, and he is
suddeuly precipitated into their snare.
. Though this creature seems so untameable
in its natural state, it may easily be made
subservient to the will of man; and the
Hottentots, in particular have so complete-
ly subdued them, that they secin to cousider
them as domestic friends ; they bend their
kuees to receive burdens, and are complete-
1y gentle as the most docile of our steeds.
* The Bisous, or cows with a hump, differ
~cording to the parts of the world in which
~ gre found 3 though itit generally allow-
& atthe tame ones diminish very muchin
size, aaicompared with the wild. Some
‘have ns, and some are Wwithout ; some
bave them depressed and othters raised - but
all become docile and geutle when tamed,
and many are furpished with lustrous aud
soft hair, ’

The Bison of Malahar, Abyssinia, and
Madagascar, are, from the luzuriance of
their pastires, all of the large kind; but thase
of Arabia, Petrea, and most parts of Africa
ace sm 1, and wppear of the zebu kiud.

From tlaa it apprars that Natuidists
huve given various namestocreatures which
in reality ave the same, or difter in circun-
stuncesmerdly secidental: the wild cow and
the tame, the animal of Euwrope, and thut of
Asig, Africa, and America, the bonasusand
the urus, the bizon, and thie seby, ate Junbt-
less one und the same race ; and where they
alluwed tu wix with each other, 1uafew
generations the distinction wuuld cease.—
New Preceptor.,

BIOGRAPIIY.

FRANCIS BACON,

Francis Bacou, a great lawyer and states-
men, buta much greater philosopher, was
the son of Sir Nichulas Bacon, lord heeper
of the greatseal, which is the same office as
that of Lord chancellor of England.

‘The son was born at York house, in the
Strand, in 1561, and in bis infancy shewed
signs of a happy genius and strong judge-
ment.  When he was but a child, he was
mtroduced to Queen Elizabeth, who ashed
him how old he was; to which he answered,
*¢ that he was two years younger than kes
majesty’s happy reign ;” for the queen was
crowned in 1559. This fine complment
gave so much satisfaction to that discerning
queen, that she bestowed many marhs of
her royal favour upon hlr. Bacin, whom
she used.to call her * young lord heeper”

But the dazzling splendours of a court,
and the smiles of lus suvercigr, did not exn-
tice him from his studies. ks progress in
learning wus so great, that at the age of
twelve years he wassent to the university
of Cambridge, where he had for his tutor
Dr. Whatgift, who was afterwards Arch-
bishop of Canterbury: Under this learned
and pious divine, he applied to hisbooks with
such uncvmmon diligence, that before he
was sixtecn years old, he had gone through
the whole circle of the liberal arts and
sciences, as they were then taught ; besides
mahing a great proficiency in the learned
languages and divinity. ’

His father, the lord keeper, discovering
in hissun such 2 ripeness of judgement and
virtue, as well as of hnowledge, resolved to
send him, young as he was, to France, that
he might gain an acquaintance with affairs
of state. He was accurdingly committed to
the care of Sir Aniias Pawlet, the English
awbassador at Paris: and so well did he
conduct hioiscdf in that situation, as to be
sentto England with a comamission of im-
gurtance to the quees, which required both
secrecy and dispatch.  Ile executed this
honorable trust with such applause, as

gained buth him and the ambassador great

credit.  Our young siatesman then returned
to Fiance, where he spplied himself not
vnly tu hus studies, but celtivated the fend-

ship of men of learning, and made many use-
ful observations upon public affuirs, as apr
pears from a succinct view of the state of
Burope, which he wiote when ho was only
nincteen.

Bat whilc he was thus honorably improv-
ing Yimself abruad i such pursuits as might
best answer the expectations entertained of
him, the sudidun death of Las father recalled
hind to Englaad, wlhete, tinding that his por-
tion, owing to the largeness of the family,
was but small, he resulved to make the law
his profession. He accordingly entered
himself a student of Gray’s lan, where, in
his twenty-eight year, he became reader to
the suctety ; that 1s, read lectures upon pro-
found questions m the Jaw. About the
same time he was also appointed queen’s
counsel, but did not receive any substantial
Yreferment. or distinction til the reign of
King James the Furst, when he had passed
through the offices of solicitor and attorney
general, and finaily, thit of chancellor, on
which occasion he was made a viscount.
tledied at Highgate, 1n 1626, Iis fame
for untversal leurning was_so extensive, that
m his last 1illness a French nobleman, of
very high distinction, went to paylhima
visit, and tinding bum in bed, with the cur-
tams drawn, ** You reésemble,” said the
Marquis, ** the angeis; we ’.ear those.
heaveuly beings constantly tzaced of, and we
believe them superior to mankind, but we
never have the consolation of seeing them.”
—< If the chanty of others,” replied the
dying plulosopher; * compare me to an
augez,’ my own 1firmities tell me Iam but 2
man?’ .

1n the midst of his professional employ-
ments, and the fatiguing engazements, of
state affuurs, this great man applied to his
studies with unremitted ardour. Xle -was
the first who discarded a slavish adherencs’
to theory and hypothesisin plnlosophy, su
laidit duwn as a maxun, ** that in the study
of nature we should ailways procecd, not
upun conjecsure and theory, butupon expe-
riment alone ?”

Runaway Stcam Engine—One of the
moust curivus circums.ances 1 the history of
locomotive engines vccurred on Sunday af-
ternoun atthe deput of the Leeds. The fires

men.had highted a fire under the boiler of a

locomotive engine which was attached 1o a
train, and left them. The stcam got up
sooner than they anticipated, and the engine
set off without erther guide or train, and
being unincumbered proceeded with fearful
rapidity. The astonishment of the firemen
may be easily conceived when they found
the engine out of sight. The persons who
saw it 10 1ts flight were amazed beyond
measure as it seemed literally to fly. At
length whea the fireabated and then Iesseu“



