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. Which they are icebound, they are not extensively utilized as
means of communication; and trains of wagons or Red-River
carts are still generally employed in travelling, or in the trans-
port of supplies and goods at a distance from the railways. The
Hudson-Bay company has, however, for 4 number of years, used
a couple of small stern-wheel steamers belween the Grand Rapids,
near Lake Winnipeg, and Edmonton, far up on the Novth Sas-
kaichewan. Two or more steamers of the same class have quite
lately been placed on the South Saskatchewan; and it is propo-
sed to employ these in the present emergency in carrying sup-
plies from Medicine Hat, where this river is crossed by the
Canadian Pacific railway, to the vicinity of Prince Albert.

This port.on of the interior of the continent was reached in
the days of the fur companies, either by the canoe route. from
Lake Superior, or by ascending the Nelson River from Yorlk
Factory on Hudson Bay ; and it was by the first-mentioned that -
Sir Garnett Wolseley, with his little force, penetrated to the
valley of the Red River in 1870., When St. Paul had become a
commercial centre, the Hudson-Bay company began to bring
the greater part of its goods from the south ; while in later years
the police-posts, setlements, and catile-ranches established in the
far west were supplied from Fort Benton, on the Missouri. The
Canadian Pacific railway, pushed with unexampled rapidity from
Winnipeg across the plains, and completed to the summit of the
Rocky Mountains about eighteen months ago, has, however,
completely changed the old lines of travel. The time-honored
trail from the Red River by Forts Carleton and Pitt to Edmon’
ton—a journey of nearly nine hundred miles, requiring, with
loaded.carts or wagous, under the most favorable cir cumsta,nces,
nearly forty days—need no longer be followed. The points
above -mentioned, with cther molated little settlements of more
recent date along the North Saskatchewan, ave now reached by
new trails from the neavest stations to the south on the railway;
and a system of telegraph-lines, constructed and operated by the
government, unites the more important of them. After leaving
the railway, however, the distances to be traversed in the old-
fashioned' way; before the more remote settlements are reached,
are still very considerable. Thus to Carleton and Prince-Albert,
from Qu’Appelle station, the trail-distances are 228 and 253 miles
respectively ; from Swift-Current station to Battleford, 202 miles ;”
and from Calgary to Edmonton, 191 miles. .



