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>vrjiti .1 tives. Thert, is titi spec.uliative nmarket
at sl.t eS titat the M~anitoba slîipper
lacks titis sert Of Protection at tlitt Port-
More ,ver, the longer duratian of the voyage
t0 %lontreal increases the risk of a bad turn
inî tîe ninrket ; it also repres9ents an extra los%
of iit«st on the wheat while in transit.

il, Ille next place, & this ks perhaps the
Cille tesan, 1 iki utually clicaper ta ose the
1Itnel-te.ai route. rThe Manitoba shipper has
na0 -ivittmlt!nt lin his soul ; file sole question
%çii lni is how ta la), clown grain at Liver-

poo i the Iowest cast. Therc is net iucli
diffvreiicc betwcen the cast of getting it te
Moiîîrtal & the cost of getting it ta New
Vork, Vostoi tir Baltimnore. But the objective
poinh is Liverpool, and it ks alniost always
chealyer te get it ta Liverpool via New York
ihan VIaL Mlontreal, because, as a rule, ocexn
raies front New York arc lower. There are
mlore stcainship fines at New York & Boston
ihan at Montrcal, and greater competition
among vesseis af greater carrying capacity.
At Mloittreal hc is in danger of bcing Ilhcld
up . by a sudden demand for incrensed rates,
especially towards the close of the season ;
coimeqttettly it is diflicult for hitu to know ini
advance at WVinnipeg exactty what a ship-
nient for Liverpool via Montrent is going ta
cost at ils destination. Again, at Montrent
thie grain may have ta wait 3 or 4 days till a
vessel is ready to take it, & when a vessel
does Étirti up, the facilities & appliances for
loadiîîg it are not up ta date ; while if the
shlipmenIt should miss the last vessel it costs
inoncy ta store it or send it ta Boston or St.
John. In consequenice af these drawbacks,
.%foutron is not regarded favorably by Mani-
toba sliippers. There are only a few buyers
in Montreal competeiit ta handle the blocks of
whent now shipped front Manitoba, & the
number is not likely ta increase titi the port
lias been modernized.

Tliese, briefly stated, are the reasons wvhy
Mtontreat has test the greater part of the
Mfanitoba grain traffic. But It i necessary
to a fui[ understanding of the subject that we
sho:îld look a little beyond iniediate cause!?

As niost persons know, the shippitig busi-
ness on the Upper Lakes has undergone re-
marliahlc expansion since a t6-ft. channel be-
tween Buffalo & Duluth was obtained in 1882.
Prior to 1882 the available depth was 9,g ft.
At that depth the route cauld move otily corn-
parativcly smiall shipments, indeed was littie
betier tian a local route. The Upper Laites
are now a great througli rouie between East
& West, carrying bulky commoclities at a very
low rate, &, what is probably as important,
tcmpering the rates of ail t le railways run-
ning front the agricultural States ta thie At-
lantic scaboard. It is quite supposable that
but for chcap latte rates and the effect af lake
rompetition on rail rates, the Northwesterni
States miight nlot have been able ta nmake
whea-growing pay in the recent era af low
prices; in other words, might have stood still
iiistcad of adding millions ta their popula-
tion; & that it would have been impossi-
ble to bring the iran ore of Lake Superior ta
the coal oi Pennsylvania, Ohio & Illinîois-
ihai is, ta have made the iran & steel indus-
iryof the Uinited States what it is to-day. The
üid sailing vessel hasi goule, & ahong with it
thic iron stcamer, once cunsidered a leviathati.
The pre.sent type is the steel steamer, with
double bottomi & triple expansion engines,
capable of carrying 5,ooo tans of cargo at a
lpeed ofi.1s miles an hour. One of the steam-
ers laiely built for the Bessemer Steamship
C'ompaiîy measuIres 475 ft. over ail, & has a
carrying capatity af 6,5oo tans. The substi-
tution of steani for sails, with the improved
facilities for loading, unloading & fueling, has
greatly augmentcdl the working power ai the
tet, a lake steamer being able ta do some-
thing over twice the work af a sailing vessel
of' like tannage. In a recent report ta the
Secreiary (if the Treasury, Mr. Tuneil, of

Chîicago, shows that in lhîis wvay tlie catrriing
îow1er hs licou increased a34/ lime% silice i 885.
vormerly î5 or s6 round trips wverc consider-
cd a good season's- work in tlîe ore business
between Lake Superior & Lake Erie ports,
whereas 22 round trips are nowv tsualiy made.
On June ln, 1897, lt(' grass tannageý of the
steel vessels on file hakes uvas 490,000 lot.
The waodecn tonnage was 881,ooo tons.
Steel wa-, the staterial used in the' construc-
tion of eight-ninths af aIl the tannage btilit last
Year- In 1897 the freiglit received & slîipped
at Buffalo, the enstern terminuîs aof deep.wa.ter
navigation, exceeded to,tioo,oa tons. The
shîpmeiits af coal from Buffalo exceeded
2,400,000 tans, the receipîts ai grain & floîîi
over 200,000,000 bus. The aggregate ton-
nage ai freight carried on the upper lakes
was 30,Ooo,ooo tans;, the quantity going
ihrough the canal-, at Samît Ste. Marie lu a
season Oi 230 days being about twice the
traffic ai the Suez Canal in 365 ', While the
traffie wlîirh passed up and down the Detroit
River is said ta have exceeded the iorcign &
coastwise traffic af London & Liverpooil corn-
bined. It is liard ta realize that it is only
69 years; since the flrst American vessel uvas
lauinched on Lake Superiar, & silice the first
vessel arraved at Chicago front thie Lower
Lakes. "On Iliat occasion aIl the nmale lit-
habitants of the village, including the boys,
numbering nearly ton, assIted ii dragging
thie eraft across the bar." The village has
now i,5oo,ooo inliabilants, & 3o,000,000 pe'o-
p le, about the population of Engiand &
Wales, dwell in tlie ciglit States bordering the
Upper & Lower L.akes.

As said, the period ai greatest expansion
dates front s882, wlîen a t6 it. chatinel was
abîaîned. Sisîce then Ihe centralizationoaiin-
dustries, with the conîcentration ofipopulation
iu large nianufacturing centres, has belon goiiig
on with considerable rapidity, & the process
has îîndoubtedly been hastened in the water-
shed ai the Upper Lakes by the case &
cheapncss with whiclh food & raw materials
are carried long distances from the place ai
growth & extraction ta the place ai cansunîp-
lion & manufacture. The huge steamiers
bring down grain, fleur, iran ore & lumber, &
carry back ceai, sait, building inaterial, &
heavy iactary goods, thins effecting an
exchange bot cen East & West ai flic
coarser staples which the railway could not
effect at anything like so lowv a cost. Now,
however, a 21 fi. channel is aIl but complet-
cd. Short ly befare hi% death, General Poe,
of the U.S. army engineers, %uho had charge
ai tlîe St. Mary's Canal & other iinprove-
ments, said, in a report: Il The increase from
934 ta 16 fi. brought about a truly extraorditi-
ary dcvelopment ai lake commierce, the re-
suit being nîost notable, perhaps, in the char-
acter ai the vessels employed. Give thie coni-
merce a channel i'rom Buffalo to Duluth, Ihat
shall be navigable on a draft of 2o fi., & it
needs no prophet ta foretelli a more wonder-
fuI growth still." 1 suppose it is safe ta say
that steamers carrying 7,000 tans oficargo, or
more, may be oked for sa soon as the bar-
bars are made deep enough ta accommodate
them; tliat, low as they are, rates have not
nearly touched bottom, noir ta.n any limit be
set as yet to the devehopment ai a commerce
already ai colossal proportians.

Unifartunateiy, the St. La'wrence route lies
outside the deep-water area. There is anly 14
it. of water in the WVelland Canal, & an avait-
able depth ai only 9 ft. in the canais beiow
Kingston. About aIl the U.S. Government
lias had to do is ta improve the lakes them-
selves ; whereas w~e have had ta dig a series
of canaIs aggregating 70 miles in lengli past
the rapids of the St. Lawrence & round Ni.
agara Faits, at a time wvhcn we have been
buillding a trans-continiental railway, & carry-
ing an other burdensome enterprises. There
is no prospect, at prestet, at any rate, of aur
being able ta deepen the Welland ta 21 ft.

Thiat i a î:îsk %ve iltighi, erli::ps. haiive ules -
la kei 11i1(1 il flot hietil dIenied a cîviI;a hile tii
declpen tute caniais below Kinîgston iii order ta
ahîtaiti a uiforti depili utf 04 il. ironI L.ake
Erie ta Monîtrent ; but ta do tlie two works
sinnitanieousiy wvould tue a heavy strain. Sait.
guitie persons helieve th Ui'1. S. %vilh sonner or
fler dc.epetî the Canadiati catis to 2t I. iii
the interest, net ai aur trade. but of ttueir own.
h'ral'essor Eînery R. John:son, li: atiihority on
the suîbjeet ai Ailiitricatin iras says in a
ree:t wvork:

"lThere lias heeti a goud deal of' discussion
%whettier the deep, vatt r i-haniiel to Ille sen
should pass b>' %ay ai the Si. 1.avrencc, or
front tle lakes to Newv York clv ; but tlie
questioticoins chearly to hiave li ite aîiswer
so far as thie U.S. ks catîcerned. Ilowever de-
sirable it ia be foer Catida ta have de.a
ter comniîîicationî betweeîî ber western terri-
tort, & Qîîcbt', Mýotîtreal, & lier othier ensterti
Cittes, & hiowever important it ila>' lue for cani-
adala hiave a waier raoite froîtîCatdian field%,
fiurests, mille%. & shops ta Liverpu.ol & other
iarkets of Eurape, flue case %witth us stitl re-
mtains difféerenit. Our conceru is pritiiarily ta
connert tlî' Great 14:kes %% illi the great ciiies
af tue ensternlst.ttes-. Thuese are our chief înar-
keis. Trade %vitlî Enghand is desirable, but il
lias oiîh> a secondary itmpurtance. The traffie
on the Wellanîd Canal is comparatis cly higlît;
l 18t)( il %va, anIs% a bout At thiat oni tlîe simaller,

essetiti.ilhy barge-tî'affic Erie Canal. The St.
L.awrence ratite %%otild iiot onl>' hiave less coin-
mieriai vaille for nis, bîtt it %vould incricase
raîhber thian lessen aur conmmercial & political
iiîdepeie&nce. Otîr pulitical relationis with
Canada & Engiand would be injured b>' such a
walerwav. tVe should havc about 1,400
miles (if coast f'roni svhich aur ocean cruisers
& mcan ai war could be cxciuded. As long s
Canada romiains a dependency of Great
Brilsuin, oîir commercial & huolitical inlerests
will reinain opposed te bers."

At ail eveuits, Anierican coa.aperatiatî is not
in siglt.

Vesseis carrying 175,000 bus, ai wheat, or
200,000 bus. af corn, sail into Buffalo from
Fart William, Duluth & Chicaga. Stncb car-
gues ca:înot be talien tlirouglî the Welland.
At Port Coîbortie, the Lake Erie end ai thie
Welland. icotînection betwcen the Upper &
Louver L.akes is broken as effectualîs' as
though it was tie nmeeting place of a stanîdard
gauige railwav svitli a narrow gauige. The
largest cargo that lias ever passed throuih
the Welland uvas prahabiy that ai the Algon-
quin, belonging to Hagarty & Ca., ai Toron-
ta, whuich taok 67,000 buts. Of %vhcat thrOtugil
last stummer. Ordinariiy, wvhen a steamer
rmachos Port Coîborne with marc thaîî 6o,oo
hus., she is obliged ta igliter; then wheiî site
reaches Kingstoa or Prescott she bas te
transier aIl she has on board ta barges,
which take it dawn the g.ft. chiannel ta Mont-
reai. Witt' 14 it. ai water ail the way front
Part Coîborne ta Montreal, rates ta Montrent
wili certainlv be reduced. Per contra, tlîe
dcepcning ai the Erie Canal, now la pragress,
wilh have the effect of reducing water & rail
rates betweeu Buffala & New York, while the
rate front Fart William & Duluth ta ButTalo is
sure ta be reduced wlien the 21-4t. channel is
fairly gaing & the supplenîenlary improve-
ments fiîiished. It is obvions tlîat the ad-
vantage ta Montreai in having t4 fît. of water
front Lake Erie will not of itselt eîîable her ta
recover thie Manitoba grain traffic from
Buffalo & New York under the new conditions
nîaking for lawer rat..s by the latter raute.

My awn nation is that it was a mistake for
the Goveraniient ta deepen the canais belasv
Kingston. Truc, it had been decided on by
the former Governiient ; nevertheless, 1 yen-
ture te think it svould have been better ta
sýpend the money in deepening the Welland ta
21 fi. The Chief Etîgineer af the Public
Works Departnient tells nme there was no en-
gineering difficulty in thé svay. Nothing in


