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James Robertson was born in the village of
Dull, pear Aberleldy, Pertbshire, Scotland, in
1839, attended the parish school like every other
child thete, came to Ontario in 1853, taught school
for five years, attended the Grammar School at
Waoodstock for eighteen months, matriculated in
the University of Toronto, 1863, attended Uni.
versity College for three sessions {rom the autumn
of 63 till the spring of '00, in which latter year
he went out as a member of the Queen’s Own
Rifles to face the Fenians at Ridgeway. He
studied theology for two sessions at Prioceton,
and for one session in the Union Tkeological
Seminaty, New York, graducting in May, 1869.
He was licensed to preach by the Presbytery of
New Bruoswick, New Jersey, and in November,
1869, was settled as pastor at Noswich, Oat.,
where he remained until 1874, in which year he
was called to Winnipeg to be pastor of Koox
Church. he held this position till 1851, when
he was unanimously chosen by the General As-
sembly to fill the newly created position of Super-
intendent of Missions. The Presbyterian College
in Montreal conferred on him in 18SS the degree
of Doctor of Divinity, thereby aoticipating anoth-
er Canadian iostitution which was about to pio-
pose bis pame for the same honour. In 1592,
having been chosen a delegate to the Pan-Presby-
terian Council in Totonto, he read by invitation a
paper on ** Church Life and Work in Canada.™
Ia 18935 he was unanimously chosen Moderator of
the General Assembly, and presided over the
sessions of the Assembly in a2 most satisfactory
manver. Here is the siatistical skeleten of Dr.
Robertson's life. Let us now look at some aspects
of itin 2 more detailed way, especially his pas-
toral wotk and his work as Superintendent of
Missions.

In the pastorate, Dr. Robertson did coduring
and much appreciatea work. His preaching was
the preaching of a man keenly alive to the oppor-
tunities and responsibilities of his ofiice. Epi-
grammatic 10 expression, direct and forcible in
delivery, it was couched in the terms and illus.
trated by the similes of the piesent day. Indeed
in Lis Winnipep coogrepation at least, the cir-
cumstanc.s in which he and his people found
themselves, so foll of newness and change and
brisk movement, could nat but isfluence 2 man
who took so keen 2o inrerest in what was goiog
on about him. No less coaspicuous than this
up-to-date quality was the sfrong scriptoral
fiavour of his preaching. It put in the fozefront
thepreat centsal vesities of the Gospel, and was
full of Bible truth. Oace talks now with scarcely
2 member of the Wianipeg congiegation of those
days who docs ot say ** What an instractive
preacher he was1”

Bat the characteristic streagth of the mao was
secanowhere better than in pastoral work., He
was an indefatigable visitor, aad his owa ansell-
ishoess and absence of self cousciousness made
bim a sympatbetic and 1actio? {riccd in times of
distress.  He was then, 25 now, a prodigious
wotker,atd be never seemed to gredge theamount
of time and trouble hie took in meeting the stcam
boats and trains by which immigraals were anis-
ing, acd 1o advising-and befriending  strangers.
Hosts of these people were made his life-loog
fricnds and adwmirers by all kiods of help, some-
times prayerfal, sometimes sympathetic, sometiraes
tangible, and sometimes 2l three togetbe:

All the while he was takiog a froat place
every ragvemeat which made for righteousness in
the yoasg city. Hehadacoosiderableshate inshap-
iog the carly policy of Maaitoba College, aud for
years he grave saremunerated services as a ecturee
in its philosophical and theological departments.
e was a leader in the founding of the Uaiversity

of Manitoba, and until his nomadic life as Super-
intendent obliged him to resigo, he was a mem.
ber of its governing council and an examiner.
He was a2 member, too, of the Provincial Council
of Public Instruction, and took a conspicuous
part in the early fight for a uniform system of
public schools.

From these facts it will be seen that Dr. Rob-
eitson was by 0o means an unknown nor an un-
tried man when the General Assembly in 1881
put him in the position of Superintendent of Mis.

sions. Indeed. be had for years been uncoasciously
qualifying for just sucha post. In common with

incident as the following, which isa storya fev
yearsolG : A minister of a considerable town
congregation in Manitoba was about to be absent
from his pulpit for a Sabbath, and arraoged with
the student who was in charge of a neighboring
mission field to occupy his place lor the occasion.
On Saturday the student boarded the train at his
own village station to go to fill his temporary ap-
pointment. Dr. Robertson was on the train.
With his usual cordiality he greeted the student,
and made room for him in the seat he was occupy-
ing. Aftera few preliminaties the Doctor said :

* Where are you going 2"

‘Y am going to supply ifor Mr. Blank.
is to be away (rom home for a few days.”

*¢ And who is taking your place ?” asked the
Doctor.

¢ Well,” replied the student, ** Mr. Blank
and I talked the matter over and we both thought
that since he had to go away, and since onc of
the places would be vacant anyway, it would be
better that my little mission field should be lelt
unoccupied rather than his important congrega-
tion.”

* The Doctor’s lengthy figure suddecly elongat-
ed itself like the drawing out of a telescope and
there was a viporous pull at the beilrope. The
conductor came hurrying in to know what was the
matter. ** This young mao,” ssid the Doctor,
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his brethren inthe Presbylery, but ina greater
deygeee than most of them, he had taken part in
organizing and overseeiog the mission fields, which
at that time wese being planted throughout the
nearer part of the Province of Manitoba. The
rapid ipcrease of ihese partially equipped mission
stations, and the nced for more, made the ap-
pointment of a supzrintendent advisable, and with
the nced came the mao.

Dr. Robertson catered upon bis duties with 20
adiairable iotermingliog of energy avd prudence.
Iiis inflocnce bepan to be felt over the whole
Western fizld. It soon became apparent that we
had a Scperintendeat who meant to superintead,
and yet the work was doae in such 2 way that
there was scazeely 2 coogregation which did ot
capetly welcome his visits acd turn to him for
help ia an emergeacy, avd scarcely a missionary
who "id not look upoo him as s tzusted coansellor
and a fried. There wese some differenses of
opinion for 2 while abaat the proper rclaticn in
which he ought to stand to the rest of the Church’s
Home Mission organizktiod, but thanks to his
modesty and good scase on the one hand, and to
the growiag appreciation of his services on the
other, these soon adjusted themselves, and now
the work goes on withost a jar.

His daties ase m=z0y and vavied, and require
the best skill and judgment awailable. That he
is 2 genuioe ¢piscopos and can =ct with proopt.
acss and despatch may be iliasiraled by suchas

% has made 2 mistake and wants to get off here.
The train slopped, and the Doclor, n aciping
the yonng maa off preparatory to his hall-mile
walk back to the village, found timcto remind
him that his own field was the work he had been
scot there o attend to, and  that the crergency
would be grave indecd which would justify him ia
neglecting it.

Anotber and no less characteristic side of the
man is seca ia an iocideat 20ld by a2 young
minister who accompanied the Superintendent
a few months ago op a visit to 2 mission field in
azceently colenized quatter of ceotral Alberta.
They had a drive of some miles to their destina-
tion; the weather was perfect, the roads were
good, their way lay past fields of wheat which
covered the ground so thickly and cvealy that
they gave to the uaskilled obsciver promie
of 2 bountilul harvest.  Bat there hid been &
deadly frost a fex nights before, and the fields
wete cxchanpiog the vellow of a2 golden har
vest, for the sickly white which showed that
the chaff covered only shrivelled grains. The
Doctor was much depressed and sepeatedly spoke
to his companion of his sympathy with the farmers
who had bat begun to found homes, who were
in most cases coastiog upon their barvest to
coable them to meet debls already incurred, 20d
before whom loomed 2 winter which would iz-
cvitably be marked by privation, 20d ia wany
cases, likely by seme distress. @ Yoa go Gst,”
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said the Doctor, ** and just give them a simple
Gospel address.” This was done, and the Doctor
himself rose to speak. Ile Legan with lessons
drawn from the birds of the air and the lilies of
the field, and, warming with his theme, he telt
the desk of the little school-house in which the
meeting was beld, and came down the passape
among his hearers.  * Rally about your Church,”
he said, **encourape the heart of your minster
by the faithfulness of your attendance on the i1
vice and by the godliness of your lives. For the
rest we will help you. You have a great Church
at the back of you; it sympathizes with you,
and will not take away from you the scrvices you
cnjoy.” The effect was thrilling ; many were
deeply moved. At the close the men crowded
about the visitors, cach eager to exchange some
personal word. Ooe brawny young Irishmag
wrung the hand of the younger member of
the deputation, and said: “ You don%
know how much good you nave done us by your
visit. Do you know. you look just like my
brother in the Old Country ? It does me good
to see you." The deputation had been address.
ing coongregations in other parts of the country,
urging, arguing, warning io the style for which
the Superintendent is well known, bepping the
people. in the name of honesty. of gratitude, and
for the love of God, to be miondful of their
obligations, and not to fail in providing a decent
maintenance for their minister aad means for
‘the extension of missionary work. But this was
no occasion for words of that kind, and no word
of that kind was spoken. Aund so every man i
the little group went hack to his home prepared
to see encouragement ir the same horizon in
which a few hours before he had seen only
Llighted hopes, and ready to do his dutyin tke
name of God.

But this paper thieatens to be too long, and
Tmust stop without speaking of the Church and
Manse Building Board, of which Dr. Robettson
was the orpanizer, of which he is the life,and
which in the fourteen years of its life has helped
to build 255 churches and GO0 mamses; without
spgaking of the statesmanslike character of many
of his reports, or the patriotism which shines
through them and his speeches ; without speak-
ing of his knowledge of, and interest in, the theo.
logical probletas of the present day, in virtue of
which his critical opinion is of much valae ; with-
out speakiog of his maaner of life, permitted to
spend onlga few weeks with his family cach
year, anod living for the most past on theroad,
welcomed, it is true, whecever there is an oppo:-
tunity to the best the manse can afford, but many
a time forced to accept the uncouth and perhaps
tardily-offered hospitality of mining-camp ot
frontier shanty : without speakiog of his tours
through Ealtern Canada, giving accounts of the
progress of the Western work, looking for mnea,
or averting a deficit.

There is not a man in our Presbyterian world
in Canada who is betler knowo, and in propattion
as he 1s known the Church respects him, admues
him, 2nd 1s proud of him. Bot for those olus
who have worked in thc Home Mission field
under his superintendence, another and a highe:
word 1s necessary—we Jove him.

GENERAL ASSEMELY.

FIRST DAY.
WEDNESDAY EVENING.

At theclose of the sermon, which has already zp-
peared iafoll incur columns, andwhich wasz most
able and interesting preseatation of the Home
Mission woik of the Church, and an arpument fos
its vigorous presecation, the Court was constitat
ed with prayer, and tk= junior clerk, the Rer. Dr.
Czmpbell, of Montieal, calied the wcll, refarnng
before doing 50 to the death, since last Assemblr,o!
the seaior clerk, the late venerable Rev, Dr. Rad,
whose face znd services have been conspicuonsat
every Assembly mecting for over a generation
past. Owiog to this blank, the clerk asked that
Rev. Dr. Warden be allowed to assist him vols
2 permacent appointment to the cffice was made.
This being agreed to, the reliring Moderator
addressed the Coort, Tefermming io afiecting termsto
the losses which the Church, during the pat
year, has scstained by the death of some of it
leadiog men ; s0d afier thasking the Asse=bly
for the honour coaferred upors him in appointiod
him 1o the Moderator's chair, asked for nomina
tions for a suoeessor, whercopon the Rev. Ds
Tarrance, of Gaelpb, proposed the name of the
Rev. Professor Gordon, D.D., of Halifax. The
azme was also proposed of the Rev. A. J. Mowma
of Mostreal, who promplly declined to be somi
pated, The Rer. Dr. Gordoa was then unanimously
appointed, who, after assumiog the tobes of o -



