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V~IERRf JJAME! S ROBERT1 SON,

Jaines Robertson was born in tht village et
I)ull. oicar Aberfeldy. Pertbrhire, Scotland, in
1839. attendeai tht parish scheot ilce every other
chilai ahere. carne te Ontario in t8i5. :aught school
for five ypear!. attendeai tht Gramimar Sehool at
WeVodsteek fer taghîcen months, matriculated in
the University of Teronto, aS63, atîcodeai Uni.
versity College for threce sessions (roma the autumo

cf '63 tilI tIse sPling et '66, in vsich latter Ycar
htcaent eut as a member cf tht Queen's Qar
Rifles te face tht Fenians asItidgeway. Ht
studicai thcology for taro sessions at Princeton.
aid(or ont session in tht Union Theelogical

Seminary, Newr York, graduating in May, iS69.
lte was liceeai lu preada by tht Presbyttry of
Newr Brunswick. Ntew jersey, and in November,
ZS6, aras setîleai as pister at Norwrich, Ont..
arbere hc rem'aied until aS74, in which ycar he
aras calleai te Winnipeg te bt pister cf Knox
Çitorch. he held Ibtis position tilt îSSi, avien
hecaras unanîmously chosen by the Central As-
strobl>' te 611 the newiy createai position cf Super-
antendent cf Missions. Tht Preobyterian Coilege
in Miontreil contetai en iro in iSSS tht degrce
cf Doctor of Divînity. thereby anticipating anoth-
er Canadian institution arich was about te pro-
pose bis name for tht sarne honour. In aS2.
having been chosen a delegate te tht Pan-Presby.
terian Council in Toronto. hc read b>' invitation a
piper on " Church Lite and IfWonlt in Canada."'
le i893 bc aras unanirooesîy chosen Mederator of
the Central Asserobly. aidpresided ever the
sessions of the Assenubî> in a Most satisiactor>'
manner. Here is thte aiti3îselcîcnocf Dr.
Roertson's lueé. Le us noar teck at some aspects
of it in a moere dctailed ay r>, speciaîly bis pas-
toral arerk andi bis aons as Supetnitendent of
Missions.

In the pasterate. Dr. Robertson did cnduring
andi much appreciaitca ari. Iis preachirag aas
the preacing cf a min Ietenly live te thte ppor-
tunities and responsihihiies cf bis office. Epi.
grîamatie in expression. direct andi forible in
dciiverr, it aras coucheai in the terros andi iltus.
trated b>' tht siniles cof th ep.-esent dây. Indeed
in Lis '%Vinniipcg congregatien aiI last, tIse tir.
cumstae.. ;in ahich bc an-i bis people tounna
ticzlnsi, se ful cf nearnesiand change and
btide boovcmeni, conlai ont but influence a man
arie ocle kso Iccen an inrrest in arbat sens going
on about bina. No iesi ecaspienrous than ibis
op.to.date qualit>' aas the sfrerag scriptural
Faver ofe bis prtaeiig. It put in tht forciront
tise greal central reritits et tht Gospel. and waas
foit cf Bible truth. Ont talles now wailI s srcly
a uember of tht Winnipeg congregatien cf shose
dapi ahe docs roi sas>' %Vhai an instructive
pzrCher hecaras 1 "

Bat tht cisîratteristic strength ofthtIemain wais
sceexnohrethatler iba in pastoral avari. e.
waranindefatigable vister, 'andai s ca nracli-
ishntss andi absence et selfconscionscnsmrade
hlm a sysapathti aid tactfol fritti in titrez et
distress. le aas th=n, as Dowr, a ptodipious
wouker,aed be ocrer sceenoiruaigetht amonc
of timnt aid trouhbtlecteck in Meeting tht sîtaro
boats aid trains by arbicisimmigrants warraarir.
ieg, and un dvisingand befrtnding strangert.
*Hosts of these peepi1 ectreamde bis litc.lozg
Iriendsansd admirens b>' ail kinds of belpi. sonne-
times pra-yerful. rarnetianes syropattieti, societirnes
tangible, andi sonc7ames ail ibret togexhe:

Ail the arbile bc waas aiu a front place an
evrr mremens arbicis rade toi ighteousness in
the ycng cit>'. liebazdaccnsidera-blcshrrec in abap-
"ng tath aiypoiicy cF Manitoba College. adfor
years bc gare onremunerateai services as a lecturer
in its philosophicai and thelogical deparîmeots
lie was a leader in tht foundi;aIg cf the-Univtrsiît'

cf Manitoba, aid until tis ecairi lite as Super-
intendent obligeai him o t resigo, he aras a memt.
ber of ils govemning couecil anai an examiner.
lie aras a member. tee, of tht Provinciat Council
ot Public Instruction, anai sook a conspicunus
part in tht early fighî for a uniforro syster ocf
public sehea Is.

Froro tiese tacts it ailI hc seen that Dr. Rob.
citron vras by no means an unknoare nor an un-
tritai man when tht General Assembly in iSSa
put bina in thse position cf Superintendent cf 'Mis.

siens. lodeti. he hiai for years heen unconsciously
qu3lifying for loit such a post. In comon with

incident as the folewing, arbicb is a story a feç
Years aId : A minister ef a censiderable town
coragregation in Maanitoba aras about te bc absent
from his pulpis for a Sabbath, and arranged waitla
tht student who was in charge cf a ncighboring
mission field te occupy bis place for thte occasion.
On Sasorday the student boardeai the train at bis
own village station te go te fi11 bis teruporary ap-
pointaient. Dr. Robertson aras on the train.
%Vith bis ornaI cordiality lhe greceea the student,
and muade rooro for hirn in tht scat he aras occupy-
irag. Ater a few pretiminaties te Doceot said

Where are pou Coinag V'
I am Cing te supply for 1%i. lllaiîk. lie

is te bc away feoro home fer a fear days."
IAndi who is îaling your place ?», aslced the

Doctor.
Vel'repied tht student, IlMr. Blanit

and I talkeai tht matter over andi we both tlîought
that rince he hadl te go aaray, andi since ont cf
tht places weuld be vacant anyway, it aroulai bc
better that my little mission fieltd shoulai be Icft
unoccupitai rather thon bis important congrega-
taon.'

*Tht Doctcr's leorthy figure sudderly elongat-
cd itseîf like the drarirsg eut cf a telesccpt andi
there aras a viperciar pull nt tht belîrope. Tht
conducter camne hurryiog in te lnow ibat aras the
matter. IlThis young mie.*' said tht Doctor,
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bas bretbrcn in tht Presbyter. bot in a greater
degret thîn mess cf tIsen. bch sai taecn part ie
crganizing and overseeing tht mission fieldis. arich
as tIsatidîet aere being planteaitboaghout %ht
neorer part cf tise Province cf «Mtaniiteba. Tht
rapiai intrease cf isese partialy ' quipped mission
stations, aod tht necai for mort, mzde thse ap.
poiniment ofia saprinlendent advirable,mdanwtIs
the nced came tht man.

Dr. Robertson entered npon bis duties çitis an
admirable internaîngling of entrgy mand prudence.
Ilis influence began te bc feut over thtearble
Weiltern ld8. lixseau btcamr- apparent 'btIsaç;c
Isai a Scpeintendent arbo mant Ie snpernteod,

andi yet thetlri aas donc in sucb a way shat
there aras searcely a congregation arbich isad ca

c2gerl>' avleome bis vnuits acd tto e inafor
blp in an emergeney, anid scarely a missienary
whIs 'id sas oit kpon hiso as a trusteai coxasellor
and a friena. TIsetaent soe diffenences cf
opinion for a arbile about tht preper relation ie
arbishecozght te stand te the test of the Cbnrcb's
Hlome Mission orZanization, but thanles te bis
modeity ana dgecai mnsecon tisa ont band, mand te
the growaoàg apprecition of bis services on tise
otriserase nomadjuieaitheruzîves, an ow
tIse arie gSoes onaithout aijar.

Ilis dotiez azc mzny amnd rarred, muai reqtire
tIsa bait cilI and judgment availablc. Thia bc
is a gencina rpepsand cao oct with prompt.
nuis andi despateis miy be ilinsiraled by sncb au

4, as muade a eitake and waants te get off here.'
îh bctrain stepped,adite Doctar. an aelping
the yonng min off preparatoryte basis bal.rile
wailiebath se tht village, founai timentotererinai
him that bis cave fieldi aas thtearork Ibe bad been
sent there *e attend te, and tIsai thtetumengent>
weuid ha grave indecd warich wouldjastify biinj
xeglecting il.

Another and ne les: ebînacteristit sidtcfrtht
nain is seen in an incident told b>' a yonsig
mînister wari ccomparaitaithe Superiniendent
a (civ mnnnhs go on a visit te a mission field in
a rTenti>' ycolcnuitd quasice 0( central Aibertia.
Tht>' had a drive cf soe miles te ibeir destina-
tien; tishether aras prfect, tht roads warr
gocai, their aray lay pais fields of arbeat arbiti
oerrd tisa grouna se thickly and eveniv that

shey gave te thse unsisilleai bsearer promiit
cf a bouintil l anvst. But there b.d been a
deadl>' frost a fex cigis before, mand tht fieldis
arere choregnfing the ycltoar of a golden bar
vest, foi the siekly awhite avicseb owed thai
the chaff carered oui>' siircileai grains. Tht
Dottor aras soucIs depresseai andi repeatcdly spoke
te bas companien cf bis sympatbyaith tht famrers
whoIse bu bt begun te foxarid homes. Wrho avent
En Moast cases coucticg upon thair barrait te
oable tharo te =metsdebts mînciai ncurredanmd
belora 'ahanaloomed i avnter whrich avoald ine-
eritablybe maniccai b> privation, andi in Many
cases, likel>' b>' tente distressi. '*kYom go frst,"

silad the Doctor, "andi just nive theax a simaple
Gospel address." This was done, and the DoCtor
himsell rose to speak. Ile began %villa lesioara
drawn froina tlic birds of the air and ftic lilies ci
the field, and, warming with lais theine, lie left
the desk or thc little school.heasse in whichi the
meeting was facil, and came dotwn the 1aasý3gc
among his hearers. «, lally about yeur Chuich,,
he said, " encourage the heart of your minister
by the faithfulness cf your attendrance on the ici.
vice and.by the godliness cf your laves. For t
test we sill bellivoit. You have a grctsClircl
at the bath of pou ; il symipathises with you,
and %viIl nul take away from you the services you
cnjey.' The cffect was thrilling ; maaiy stre
deeply moved. At the close the men crowdel
about tie visitors. each cager to exclianoge somt
persona] word. One brawray young Irisimara
wiung Uic hanfi of te youaager meraxer of
the deputation, andi said : « Vout doo'
know how muçh gond pou have donc uF by yous
,visit. Do yen knoav. yen look juit i *ke ml
brother in the Old Country ? Il does rme good
Io sec you." The deputation hail been address.
ing coogregations ir. ater parts of thte countzy.
urging. arguing. wariiing ie the style for wlich
Uic Superintcodent is well known. bcgping the
peple. in the nanec of honesty. cf gratitude, and
for the love of Ced. Io bc mindful of thlit
obligations, and tnot te rfail in prcviding a deceait
maintenance for tiair rinister 4*od means for
the extension cf nissionary rvork. But this aras
no occasion for worcds cf that kind. andi ne word
of that kind %vas spoken. And s0 every man ji
the ittle group wer.ît hack te bis bomne prepred
te sec encouragement if, the same horizon ina
which a few bours beore hie hafi seen ozly
blighted hopes. and ready to do his duty in the
nane cf Gofi.

But ibis paper thicatens te bceltee long, ard
1 mrust stop wvithout sprakin.- cf the Church and
Manse Building Bloard, cf which Dr. Robertson
wisstrac organrttte, of arhidtas la ithet ift. andi
which in the fourteen years cf its life has helped
te build 255 ehurches and 60 manscs ; withorat
spîakinig cf the stateamnanslike character cf maaay
cf bis repoits, or the paitritism whith shinci
tlirough thero and his speeches ; aithoot slpeak.
ing of lais kitoalefige of, and i nterest in, the tlao.
logical probbîcras of the preset day. in virtuecf
wbich bis ciitical opinion is of mucb value ; vilta.
eut speaking of bis manner cf lifé, perrnitted te
spend only a few wceks with bis family each
year, andi living for thc mcst p2st on the road.
welccmed, it is truc,.axhecever there is an oppo.
tuniîy te tht best the manse cean afTrd. but many
a lame fnrcefi te necept tht uncoutb and pcrlups
tardily.offered hespilality of mining-camp or
frontier shanty: wîthout spraking of bis tours
through altern Canada, givinZ accounits of the
progressaof the Western work, loolcang for inca,
or avcrling a defacit.

There is net a man in ort Preshyltian woflJ
an Canada whos is better krsowo, and in proportion
as hie as knourn tht Church respects faim, adrmise&
hain, end as prcud et am. Bot for those of ci
arbo have avorlced in the Hoeo Mission field
under laiis uperiniendence. another andi a haghe:
wcard as nccssry-arc love fairn.

GE.NERA A SSEMBTY.

FIRST DAY.
WVEIDNIs.SD)AVEVENING.

Asth'l close of the sermon, arbich bas aiready zp-
peared in full inout calrons, -nd whieh aa;a moii
abie andi interesting prteseotation ef the Ilorot
Mlision woak of the Chnrch, and an arguaent foi

its vigoros prcseentien, the Court aras constatut
cd aith prayer, and th:a junior clerk,. the Rer. Dr.
Canisabeil, cf Montira, calied the reil, rerin.i
b:tora doing so te the dcath, since lait Aasemblyol
the senior dlent. the late rcnerable Re. Dr. Read.
,mbt.se face and scimicea baivc been capccsa'
crery Asserohiy me-ting fer erer a generatiol
part. Owîng tetiais blinis, the tierk- asked Ùtl
Rer. Dr. %Verden be ailoarei te assijt bim norte
a permacent appointoient te tht cilice was raide.
This being igreed te,, tic retiting Moderatea
addresied the Cc.crt, zcferring in affecting termi t-)
the terses wbicis the Chnrch. dnring the put
yea-r, bas zustained b>' tht e atbcof somae of ils
Icading men ; end atter tbanking the A.ssembl
fer the henour cozrcrred lapon. hiro in appciraliEU
haio te the bModerator's chair, azlcd for nooeirl
tions for a secccssr, arbercupon the Rer. Dr.
Trancc, cf Guelph, propose cd tt Dmecf the
Rer. Prefessor Gordon, D.D., cf Halifax. The
znrn aas ate proposedetth er AJofar'
ci Montreal, whe promptl>' dcclined te bc eoua-
mated. Thse Rer. Dr- Gordon wasa thr unanmouilS
appointed, arbe, alter asssaring tht robes c i or=
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