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Missionary Wotld.

FOREIGN MISSION JUBILEE.

THE NEW HEBRIDES.

[The following is taken from the supple-
ment to the Foreign Mission Report of our
church presented to the last General Assem.
b'v.—ED.]

Oa the eleventh day of July, 1844, the
Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Nova
Scotia resolved * to embark in the Foreign
Mission enterprise.” This little .body was
one of eight Presbyterian Churches then ex-
1sting within the bounds of the present Do-
minion of Canada. After several local unions
thenumberwasreducedto fourin 1867,and these
four 1n 1875 became one as the Presbyterian
Church in Canada. This then is the jubilee
year of Foreign Missions for our Church.
We cannot over-honor nor too closcly imutate
the faith, zeal, sacnfice and loyalty to the
Captaia o. our salvation, of the uttle church
of fifty years ago that so nobly resolved to un-
dertake the sending of a missionary to some
region of moral darkoess and to equip a sta-
tion for him there, that the heathen might
“seec a great ight” and have their might of
misery dispelled,

In the providence of God they were led,
after diligent and prayerful 1nquiry, to adopt
some part of the South Sea Islands as their
post of work ; and later on, when Mr. Geddie,
the missionary desigonated, to whose earnest
pleading in the pulpit, the press and the
church courts, the awakeaiog of the mission-
ary fervor is priucipally to be attributed,
reached the islands of the south, he was di-
rected by the leadings of God to Aneityum,
one of the New Hebrides group of islands, as
the spot where he should set up the standard
of the Cross. In that group the wotk has
ever since been carried oo, and at the close
of 1893 there were rcported by the clerk of the
Missionary Synod, eighteen missionaries, rep-
resenting, besides the Presbyterian Church in
Canada, seven other churches who ars engag-
ed with us 0 prosecunag this wortk.  Quar 1o-
terest in this field should surely be undying,
for, besides Dr, Geddie, the apostle of the
aussion who, with his devoted w.fe, laboured
four years without a colleague, a goodly cload
of witnesses testify to the looying of the fath-
ers for the evangelization of the whole field.
The dust of four of our former missionaries,
and four of the noble women .hat toiled there,
mingles with the soul. The names of Mathe-
son, Johnson, the Gordons, Mrs. Matheson,
Mrs. Copeland and Mrs. MacKenzie will ever
bz coshrined in the memory of ihe Church,
and will consecrate to her the field whereon
her first triumphs ip heathen lands were
achieved. Others, ke Dr. Geddie and Dos-
ald Morrison and their wives, who wore them-
selves out in the effort to save the New Heb-
rides and went to Australia or elsewhere to
die, as well as the faithful band that are now
toiling on for us, and winning every year their
way into the hearts of the people and bring-
ing many of them to trust in our common Sa-
viour, will, while history rubs its course, in-
vest the New Hebrides Mission for the Pres-
byterian Church in Canada, with an imper-
ishable interes?. .

The year of our missionary jubilee should
impress us deeply with the semse of God's
great goodness to us as a church in all the de-
partments of our work, and should so stir us
up to a sense of our failures and feebleness of
eftort that a new departure of redoubled en-
ergy shall be made by us in the great work
which, in common with all the churches of
Christ, we are aiming to compass in obedience
1o our Master's parting commission—the
work of ‘*preaching the gospel to every
creatare,”

Io whatever field the Providence of God
leads us, there let us Iabor with all our mighty
and from whatsoéver place he recalls us, be-
cause others may.be ready to carry on with-
cut our aid the work which it was our honor
to inaugurate, thence 1ét -us- depart, that we
may spead oir strength where it is more
needed. Duly must.govern sentiment, then

feeling will bave full scope to widen the ob-
Jects of its attachment, whilst :it proves
tanhiess to no old love, but makes-the fond
memory a stimulus.to greater fidelity amid
the changed. surroundings. -

THE CANADA

Parsuant to the resolution of the last Gen
eral Assembly, remitiing for the considera-
tion of the Syned of the Maritime Provinces
the question of transferring the New Hebri-
des Mission to the Australasian Churches,
the said Synod, alter full discussion, resolved
as follows :

¢ That, while acknowledging the guiding
hand of an all-wise Providence in directing our
church to the New Hebrides as the field of
her first missionary effort ; and while grate-
fully recogaizing the Great Head ot the
churck in the wonderful success which hasat-
tended the labours of her missionaries there
for the long period of well-nigh fifty years;
yet in view of the proximity of the New Heb-
rides group to the Australasian Churches, the
Synod regards it as more natural that these
churches should assume the evangelization of
these islands if able to overtake the work, and
thus set our church free to extead her opera-
tions in fields lying nearer, and whi~h are ot
least equally necessitous and urgently calling
for our aid. The Synod would therefore look
forward to the time when such transference
might takeplace,and would grantthe request of
the committee by authorizing them to corres-
poad with our missionaries and the churches
of Australasia on this matter subject to the
approval of the Assembly, but that no further
steps be taken until the results of such corres-
pondence be submitted to the Synod.”

In accordance with this finding of the
Synod, the committee respectiully request the
Assembly to authorize the procedure indicat-
ed in the resolution.

Since last report was made to Assembly
we received the sad tidings of the death of
Mrs. McKenzie, the wife of our missionary on
Efate, which took place Sabbath morning,
April 30th, 1893. Decpest sympathy is felt
with the sorrowing husband and motherless
children, and many prayers have ascended to
God that they may be sustained and blessed
in their bereavement. Mrs. McKenzie was a
true and successful missionaty, as well as a
model wife and mother. She has fiaished her
work on earth, and the Lord has promated
he: to her everlasting reward.

Duning 1893, the maritime service of the
mission was performed by a sailing vessel,
chartered for the purpose, which could only
make three tnps from Australia during the
year, and could not gather the missioparies
for their usual Synod meeting. For 1894 an
arrangement has been made by the Day-
spring Board with the Australian New Heb-
rides Steamship Company, whereby there
shall be an ocean steamer from Meibourae
and Sydaey every ten weeks, or five times
the year, to Agneityum, and an intersland
steamer, the Croydom, from that poiat
through all the mission stations in the group
and back, also every ten weeks. This is a
vast improvement on the sailing vessel, as the
trips are regular, if far apart, and the trade of
the mission, as well as the accommodation of
the missionaries, is assuted thereby. The
cost to our church is f250 stg., which the
children of our Sabbath schools are expected
to cover by their.contributions and collec-
tions.

This mission, notwithstandiog severe
drawbacks, such as the continued removal of
many young men to Queensland as cpera-
tives on the sugar plantations, and a fatal
epidemic of dysentery, has made much pro-
gress during the past year. Itis gratifying to
note that the authorities at Washington have
agreed to enter into the convention with the
other great maritime powers of the world to
prohibit the sale of firearms and rum to the
natives of these islands. If this prohibition
can be enforced, as we have reason to believe
it can, it will prove a great help to the woik
of evangelizing the people.

There died in Glasgow the other day
James Gilchnist, who was known as *“the
Scottish Stradivarius.” Gilchrist, who was
62 years old, was a mechanical genius., He
made the most difficult and delicate instra-
ment<, and was the chief aid of Professor
Pettigrew in making his models for in-
vestigating the laws governing the flight of

birds. Hedied a-poor man, his wife often
saying, “He can make everythiog but
money.” '

PRE§BYTERI'AN.

PULPIT, PRESS AND PLATFORM.

——

Archdeacon F. W. Farrar: Isay that our
drinkiog system is nothing less in its present
form than a national crime.

Bishop Horatio Potter : The testimony of
physicians is uniform and unequivocal. They
pronounce alcohol a poison.

Cumberland Presbyterian : One good con-
secrated church member won from the world
is usually worth half a score of the sort who
can beeasily proselyted from other churches.

The Pulpit : We are aearer the Light in
proportion as our religion has made us more
lovely, more and more beautiful, more and
more tender, more true, more safe to deal
with.

Rev. Dr. Jessup. [ have not heard since
my return to the United Siates public prayer
oftered for the President of the Umited States,
Queen Victonia 1s prayed for mn all British
churches.

Lutheran Observer ;: If you look for the
assistance of those who are above you, re-
member that those who are less favored than
yourse:f also have a nght to look up to you
for encouragement and help.

Sunday School Chronicle : What the glass
is to the lantern, what the windows are to the
highthouse, that is the Christian to Christ.
'* No man hath seen God at any time,” yet
the world is ever seeking afier Him.

Interior : Fora fit of passion, walk out n
the open air, For a fit of idleness, count the
tickings of a clock. For a fitof extravagance
and folly, visit the workhouse. For a fit of
ambition, go to the churchyard and read the
gravestones.

Kate Lindsay, M.D.. The woman of fifty
cap do much for the nisiag generation by giv-
10g to youog mothers the beaefit of wisdom
gleaned, it may be, amid tears and heart-
aches. She can caution the young girl who,
through the glamor of false iights named
pleasure, is setting her feet in shippery paths,
and what work will have greater reward ?

Presbyterian Witness: We Lave good rea-
son tc love our own country, and do all ia our
power to advance its interests, Here we are
enjoying the loveliest summer weather while
1o the great cities south and west of usthe
people are sweltering in the ceaseless wornies
of the *heated term.” Here we arein the
enjoyment of perfect peace from the Atlantic
to the Pacific. Better law and liberty, liberty
with law, than hordes of Euaropean or Asiatic
immigrants. Belter order and comfort than
wyriads of idle factory hands.

The Occident: ' President Warfield re-
cently made a happy suggestion in regard to
literary criticism. Beaumont and Fletcher
were two well-known poets in England at the
beginning of the seventeenth century. Jointly
they issued a book of poems. Ia tlese last
days some of our best scholars have not been
able to separate the poems and say which be-
long to Fletcher and which to Beaumont,
although they had the help of books written
separately by each of these men. Are we not
following blind leaders when we fallinto line
with those men who say, “this word in
Genesis was written by Moses, but that by
some editor.”

The Eonglish Presbyterian: Envy is a
malicious discontent excited by the bappiness,
reputation, or superiority of another. It
seems to combine quite 2 number of the
wmaster passions, as anger, jealousy, hatred,
revenge, etc., and effectually preveats us from
discovering good in others—z habit which as
Christians we should assiduously culuvate.
It frequently blinds us to our highest advant-
ages, and makes us treat with injustice and un-
kindness” those whose only offeace is that in
some respecis they are better than we. Itis
in direct opposition.to the spirit of religion
which says, “1a lowliness of mind Iet each
esteem otber better than themselves,” because
it wil tolerate 16 tival.
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Aug, 26 THE FIRST MIRAGLE OF JESUS.{Jche ©

GoupeN Taxt.~—John #i. 1411,

This is the second recorded event in this year
of beginnings, the first of Christ’s public ministry, 1t
took place three days after the calling of Philip and
Nathanael at Cana of Galilee, a place cight or nine
miles nonh-ed?t of Nazareth, and 60 north of Be-
thabara. Jesus left Bethabara and cameto Na-
zareth, and finding his mother gone to Cana, fol.
lowed her with the disciples who accompanied
Him—probably six.

I. vv. 1,3. Jesus at a Marriage.—
It is interesting and instructive to fiad Jesus at
the very beginning of his public life and wurk, at a
mariage, though he was the Messizh, sent on the
most important wission ever undertaken to the
world, This puts anew the stamp of the divine
approval upon the family and home, which, next to
the Sabbath, are the fitst of divine inststutions, and
sanctions and hallows martiage, and the marniage
feast, which from the fist and among every people
inaugurates them. The marage was no doubt
that of some intimate friend or pussibly atelative of
the family ; it was therefrre an event in which
Mary and Jesus himself took a lively interest, and
to which both were nvited, and His disciples as
His friends. The feast ou such occasions lasted
several days, and Jesus, the Son of Gud, was pres-
eot at, and took part in it. Home and social joys
of a lawful kind may be heartily entered into, for
God maonifest in flesh 100k part in them,

II. vv.3 6. Wine Wanted. -Whether
becau e the lamily was not able 10 provide a plen-
tiful supply, or on account of addit:onal unexpected
guests, the wine failed. It formed an important
part of the marriage feast, and by the customs of
the countrv nothing could be a cause of greater
shame and mortification than that the supply them
should fail. It was therefore amost suitable e fuc
Mary and Jesus to show their {fiendly interest and
sympathy. The absence of Joseph's name is notic-
ed and it has been conjectured that probably he had
died. Dary had in any case learned to look to
and depend upon Jesus in her difficulties, and now,
probably privately, with a delicacy natural to the cir-
cumstances, saidto Jesus, * They have nowine,” im-
plying, ¢ What is to be done?” If the family
possessed means there could have been no diffi-
culty in getting a fresh supply; if they did not, the
greater the need of kind, friendly help.

Jesus saith, Woman, etc. The language in our
ears has a sound of harshness, a lack of filial respect.
Itis not so in the original. The word might fair-
ly Le rendeted, lady. Everything would depend on
the wone of vuice. It dues nut appear to have hart
Mary’s motherly (eelings, for she said unto the ser-
vants, ** Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it.”
Mine hour, etc. The hour set for the public dis-
play of His real charactes and mussion,

III. vv '711. Wine Supplied by
Miracle —This 6irst miracle deserves specially
close attention. Notice:

1) The vessels used were water jars, not wine
vessels, so that there could be no suspicion of a
sediment of wine left in them tolend flavour to wwater
poured in them.

\2) The servants were told to £ill the vessels with
water, they could not koow either the intentions of
Tesus or that He had power to turn water into wine,
and they filled them up to the brim.

«3) The qaaotity. This in une sense 1s subordin-
ate, for if Jesus ceuld change one gallon of water
into wice, He could change more, but it precludes
the possibility of any substitution by a deception of
such a quantity of wine r water. The six jars
would topether hold from 1.8 to 162 gallons.

(4) The testimoay of the ruler of the feast, v. g,

10.

(5) It1s called 2 muracle or 2 sign, and had an

tI:fIfccl corresponding.  His disciples believed oa
iw.

Everything is here narrated as has been obsezv-
ed s0 as to exclude any possible appearance of col-
lusion or imposition.

The bearing of the workiog of this miracle upon
the question of total abstinence is important.
Notice : .

(1) That itis perfectly zipht to abstain if one
thinks proper, from wine, andall intoxicating drinks.

(2) Christ's example shows that, drinkiog some
kind of wine is not a sin in itselfl. There is a right
and proper use of some kind of the fruit of the vine.

(3) Itisa wrong infetence to suppose that the
precepts and prnciples of Christ do not require
total abstinence in our circumstances. Because a
certain act or.course of action is right in one set of
circumstances, it does not follow that it will be right
under entirely different circumstances. It is clear
that oeither Christ’s precepts nor example justifies
the ordinary drinking usages of our time with its
bars, its wine and gin shops, its beer gardens, its
fiery wines, and strong liquors and all their attend-
ant ewils. . .

IV. The Glory of Christ Manifested
in this Miracle:—

(1) Tue glory of His goodness and almighty
power, aimstering in kindoess to the nesds of His
children.

(2) The glory of His teaching by precept and
example, and of His mission to this earth attested
by such sigos. .

(3) The glory His Divine nature as seen by
glimpsesamid His buman surroundings.

Practical supgestions:

(1) Jesus sancufied by His presence the common
joys and duties of daily life.

{2) That kind and place of enjoyment is safe
whete we may expect and welcome Jesus.

{3) Jesus loves to have us happy, and spproves
of pure pleasures in their place, and by His pres-
ence makes them more delightfut, ’

{4) Weshould be careful to do even our good

deeds at the right time.



