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A GOOD BIOGRAPHY*
A GOOD biography may be made out of very
indifferent material. The author may so
idealize his subject that a very commonplace person-
age will almost appear sublime. It might also hap-
pen that a splendid subject for biographical trcat-
ment my fall into the hands of one who lacks dis-
cernment, who, in place of clothing his subject with
the heroic attire which properly belongs to him, may
dress him in a suit of misfit, rendering him, almost
in spitc of his great proportions, an object of ridi-
cule, Itis a good thing when a good man obtains
a good biographer. This is manifestly the case with
the life ot William B. Robertson, D.D.

Shortly after his death was announced, the hope
was expressed in these columns that a biography
should appear in due time, and that his intimate
and appreciative friend, Dr. Brown, might be fitting-
ly chosen for the task of writing it.  Both expecta-
tions have been completely realized. The work is
- done admirably. In presenting his view of the life

of his departed friend, Dr. Brown has observed the

laws of proportion. The arrangement of material

is admirable, All temptation to expand or to cx-
. aggerate has been firmly and successfully repressed.
- There is no unnatural outburst of exuberant culogy,
nothing false or unrecal about the book, as there was
nothing strained or artificial about the noble man
whose memory is so fittingly and so lovingly per-
petuated in this entrancing volume.

Dr. Brown has donc his work well. Thelife of a
thoughtful, carnest and even original student and
preacher of the Gospel is not usually full of striking
incident or abrupt surprises. Matters of intense in-
terest to the quiet and reflective student may appear
tame and unimportant to the average reader who de-
sires ubjective movement and life.  Of the materials
at his disposal Dr. Brown has made a judicious usc.
He has done the best that can be dong, and the result
is a fincly limned likeness of a remarkable man.
The likeness is good, faithful and true, but
. it is only a likeness after all. The reader to
: whom Robertson of Irvine was unknown can gather
no adequate idca of the man he was from this book
with only, alas, herc and there brilliant fragments
that have been preserved by the loving care of per-
sonal friends, or that by chance have escaped loss,
amid the misccllaneous contents of the gifted writer’s
study. Had Dr. Robertson set to himsclf the task
of producing a work worthy of his powers, it is no
cxaggeration to say that it would have found a per-
manent place in the literature of the Victorian age,
as the few exquisite poems and the no less rich and
ornate prosc sclections thatappearin thevolumeattest.

Dr. Robertson affords another illustration of the
value of careful parental training and home educa-
tion. He may not have inherited wealth from his
parents, but he owed to themgwhat no wealth could
in itself procure. They were intelligent, sincere,
practical Christians, and their precepts and example
were carcfully noted and fondly cheri. -« by the
young student as well as by his brother, Dr. James
Robertson, of Newington, Edinburgh, a man beloved,
respected and honoured. There was nothing extra-
ordinary in his boyhood and youth to distinguish
him from his fellows. He was sent to Glasgow Uni-
versity at the preposterously carly age of twelve.
As might be expected he did not attract mu.h atten-
tion as a scholar of distinguished merit. Hedid not
even study hard in the ordinary sense, but from first
to last he was a most diligent reader and the range
of his reading was wide and varied. He came in
contact with Thomas De Quincey who scems to have
exercised a wonderful influence over him at the most
susceptible period of his mental development, and his
subsequent visit to Germany for the purpose of pur-
suing a special course of study at Halle, where he
came under the benign influence of Tholuck marked
the full awakening of those remarkable powers with
which he was dowered by nature, and which subse-
quently were so perceptibly hallowed by grace.

_ After his return to his native land, and after re-
ceiving license, he was soon called by the congrega-
tion of Irvine, where he became endeared to his
people by the thorough consecration and adaptive-
ness of his ministry. His preaching was of the high-
est order. It wasin a style completely his own.
He was the imitator of no man, and no man could
make his style of preaching a model for his own. Dr.
Guthrie excelled in the vividness of his pictorial
illustration, and William Arnot united with power
of illustration a massive solidity of Scripture doc-
trine, but Robertson’s sermons were prose-poems in
which the truth and beauty of the Gospel were
blendedby a power and inspiration peculiary his on.

*LIFE OF REV. WILLIAM ROBERTSON,'D.D. With Ex-
‘tracts from his Letters and Poems, By Rev.. James, Brown,
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When communion seasons were “ great occasions,”
the question for years in Edinburgh and Glasgow
was, Where is Caudish to preach, where Cairns,
where Robertson?  And wherever Robertson did
preach, he had a congregation as large as the build-
ing could contain and an audience that hung on his
words till the clusing amen was pronounced. While
he was most faithful in his preparation for the pulpit,
and devoted so much cnergy fto the work of
preaching, he was no less deeply interested in  the
religious training of the young in Bible class and
Sabbath school. Most conscientiously also did he
preform the work of pastoral visitation, and in homes
where sickness, death and bercavement were, he was
in the truest sense a son of consolation.

He was called to several important city charges,
but these he felt it be his duty to decline. He was
strongly attached to his people, and they to him, and
he felt that the sphere of labour assigned him  was
one of no ordinary importance. As an jllustration
of the spirit by which he wasanimated, the following
brief extract from his address in Presbytery, declin-
ing the call to Shamrock Strect Church, Glasgow,
may scrve as an example:

Some worldly pcople may give me credit for making a
sacnifice. They know nothing of the lofty, spiritual regions in
which such questions are discussed. To themit isa mere
question of a lower or higher position, of a less or greater
salary ; therefore, I crave leave to say the question in this form
has never been present to my mind, and I will not take credit
for making sacrifice when I do not feel in my heart that I am
doing anything of the kind. Some Christian epicureans
seem to think that the way of duly is always that which 1s
lighted with the silver and golden lamps, while Chnstian
stoics think it is that which is marked with the most numer-
ous crosses and the sharpest thorns. For my part, [ believe
that 1t 1s neither, or that it may be either, but that it is always
that on which the spint of the Lord leads, whose prayer-sought
guidance I seek to follow, undeterred alike by the splendour
on the one side, or the comparative obscurity on the other.

After a period of rctirement from the active
dutics of the ministry and a lengthened continental
visit, Dr. Robertson was able, though still i1, feeble
health, to preach with something of his old-time
power for a short time at Cambridge, where his dis-
courses were much appreciated.  His final illness was
protracted, but when the end came he fell asleep en-
joying the hope and faith it was the dclight of lu:
heart and the work of his life to commend to others.
His memory will be lovingly cherished by all who
knew him.

ALESSANDRO GAVAZZL

CABLLE despatch last week announced the
£ death of a man who held for many years an
important place in the public estimation. The
clerical leader of the national movement in Italy,
popularly known as Father Gavazzi, has ended his
long, eventful and distinguished carcer. He was
born at Bologna in 1309, so that at the time of his
death he had nearly reached his cightieth yecar, At
an early age he joined the monastic fraternity of the
Barnabites and while still a young man was appointed
professor of rhetoric at Naples, in which position he
soon attracted public attention because of his gift of
cloquence and his carnest desire to see religion freed
from the corruptions with which in the Roman
Catholic Church it had become encrusted. Even in
Naples he soon evoked the enthusiasm of the pro-
gressive party, and his carnest advocacy of civil and
religious freedom gained for him the ardent attach-
ment of those who were in sympathy with the move-
ment whose cause he so cloquently advocated.
While he attached the enthusiagtic devotion of the
Nationalists, he roused against himself the fierce op-
position of the reactionary and clerical parties. TFor
the time, however, liberalisim was in the ascendant at
the Vatican, an abode to which it has almost uni-
formly been a stranger, and where now it meets only
with the most uncompromising opposition,

With the accession to the so-called chair of St.
Peter of Pio Nono, there was the brief vision of a
reforming Pope. Tor a time young Gavazzi was in
favour with the Vatican, and was appointed by the
Pope in the first fervour of the national movement
during the revolutionary year 1848 as almoner
to the Roman volunteer army who went to the
Lombardo-Venetian campaign.  So stirring were
the eloquence and energy of Gavazzi that he
was popularly known for a time as the modern Peter
the Hermit. Pius IX., either from constitutional
timidity or insincerity, or the determined force of
ultramontane influences behind the Papacy, or per-
haps by all these combined, began to temporize
and withdrew the Roman legion, and then came his
troubles thick and fast. The flight to Gacta, the
brilliant but brief-lived triumvirate, consisting of
Mazzini, Armellini and Saffi, papal protests
and appeals to forcign powers, the despatch
of French troops to the Pope's assistance, the
sicge and fall of Rome, and the flight of the
revolutionary leaders followed in quick succession.
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During the continuance of these acitations Gavazzi
was appointed almoner-in-chief to the National
Army, and was able to cquip a most efficient hospi-
tal service for the care of the sick and wounded.
When the Roman Republic was overthrown the
hero-priest had to take refuze in flight. He found a
safe asy lum and an enthusiastic welcome in Lingland
where he lectured on the Italian question to immense
audiences in all the large cities and towns of Great
Britain. Ip those days he had not acquired the mas-
tery of the Fnglish language which he subsequently
achicved, but even in his uwn mclliflous speech he
was able by his remarkable oratorical powers to con-
vey to the average hearer no inconsiderable part of
his mcaning. There was a charm in his eloquence
which never failed to arouse his hearers.

Gavazzi made a visitto Canada and the United
States, where he also met with a most enthusiastic
reception.  Such a welcome however was not univer-
sal. The memory of the Gavazzi riots in Montreal
and Qucbee, which unfortunately resulted in a serious
loss of life, will not soon be forgotten.

“Though Alessandro Gavazzi was politically op-
posed to the Papacy, he was reluctant to break with
the Roman Catholic Church, having the same long-
ing that many of the bust of her sons have cherished,
that she might herself work out her own reforma-
tion from withm.  In this opinion, such men as Pére
Hyacinthe, and theleaders or the Old Catholic move-
ment have shared. Pure and lofty as their motives
and aims have been, they have reason to doubt the
currectness of the course they have pursued. At all
events, Gavazzi was at length drniven to renounce the
religion, as well as the rule of Rome. His position
was one esscntially Urotestant.  Ile held the funda-
mental doctrines of cvangelical  Christianity, but
stoud alouf from all other P'rotestant bodies, though
on fratcrnal terms with them all, and founded the
Free Church of Ttaly, which became respectable in
numbers and influence.  Of late years, efforts have
been made to bring about a union of this body with
the grand old historic church of the Waldenses, and
though it has not yet been effected, the indications
are favourable now toits speedy accomplishment.

In 1881 Gavaczi paid lus last visit to the Ameri-
can continent, tahing Toronto on his way, where he
preached vigorous and stirnng discourses in Erskine
and Cookes Churches, which moved the usually
grave and decorous worshippers in these churches to
occasional outbursts of applause,  Now his eloquent
voice is silent, and his stalwart form isremoved from
the ranks of living men, but his memory and ex-
ample will long remain a vital force in the Italian
nation, for whose progress in civil and religious lib-
erty he gave the labours of his long and self-denying
life.
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Faiky .ND FoLk TaLks oF THE IRISH PEAS-
ANTRY. Ldited and Seclected by W. B. Yeats.
(Lundon : Walter Scott, Turonto: W. J. Gage & Co.)
—What Dean Ramsay did for Scottish anecdote,
illustrative of nationai -haracter, Mr. Yeats in this
attractive and fascinating little” volume has done for
the Irish people.

In the December number of Kuox College
Jdlonthly there are a number of excellent contribu-
tions ; one of them, the opening paper, by Mr. William
Houston, on the “ Pulpit and English Scholarship,”
deserves careful perusal from its own intrinsic excel-
lence, and especially because of the sound conclusions
expressed by a writer and thinker of his mental acute-
ness, varied and extensive reading and educational
experierice.

Tuk CaNADIAN EprcaTioNal MoNTHLY. (To-
ronto: The Educational Monthly Publishing Co.)—
The January number of this well conducted and
useful cducational magazine 1s one of more than
average excellence. Dr. McLellan has a paper on
“The Art of Questioning.” Trofessor Gregg, in
every way a competent authority, gives a “ History
of Knox College.” There are other valuable papers,
and much serviceable information in this month’s
issuc.

Tne ENGLISH ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE. (New
York: MacMillan & Cou.; —This attractive magazine
gives special attention to art.  The frontispiece for
the January number is a reproduction of Lorenzo di
Credi's picture of the Virgin and Child, in the
National Gallery. The other illustrated papers are
“Glimpses of Old English Homes — Berkeley
Castle ;” “ Gwalior,” by Hon. Lewis Wingfield, and
“ London Models,” by Oscar Wilde—There are two
serial works of fiction in progress—* The House of
the Wolf,” by Stanley J. Weyman, and “Sant’
Ilario” by F. Marion Cra;wford.



