
* -A GOOD RIOGRAPHY.*

A GOOD biograpby may bc made out of very
.t.indifférent material. he authlor may Sa

idealize biis subject that a vcrycommonplacc persan-
age will almost appear sublime. 1h miglît also lîap-

,~pen thal a splendid subjecc for biographical Ircat-
ment my fal iita hie haîds ai ane who lacks dis-
cernmcmut, who, imn place ai clothing Ilis subject with
thebheraic attire wvlicli praperly belongs ta him, unay
dress Iim in a suit ai misfit, rendering him, aimost
in spite afiihis great proportions, ami abject ai ridi-

}cule. It is a good tbimîg wlicmî a good mati obtains
a good biograpýher. TIhis is maniiestly the case with
the l io William B. Robertson, D.D.

Slîortly aiter lus death uvas annousuccd, thie Iope
Iwas exprcssed inu these columrns thtat a biographîy

should appear iii duc time, anid tîtat lis intîmate
and appreciative iriesud, Dr. Brown, miglit bc fittîng-
ly cliosen fon thue task ofai vng it. Bath expecta-
lions have beenl completely rcalizcd. Thue work is-t donc admirably. Iii present-ing bis vieîv ai the life
ai hlis dcparted iricnd, Dr. Brown bas observed the
laws oi proportion. bhe arrangenti fmatenial
is admirable, Ail temptatiomi ta cxpand or ta ex-
aggerate lias been frmly and succcssfully repnessed.
There is naounnatural outburst ai exuberaîtiteulagy,
nothing false or umrcal about thue book, as tliere vas
nathing straincd or artificial about the noble mant
wliose inemory is 50 ittingly and 50 lavingly per-
petuatcdiii luis eîîtramicinmz volume.

Dr. Brown lias doncte bs uvrk wcll. The lue aif a
i thoiîgtiul, earnucst and even arigimual student and

preacher ai the Gospel is mit usually full ai strikimig
incident or abrupt surprises. Matters ai intense in-

'tcecst la the quiet aund reflective student may appear
t ame aund unmiuportant ta thue average reader wlîo de-

1sires objective novement and lufe. Of thîe naterials
ah luis disposaI Dr. Browuîlihas made a judiciaus use.
He bas lonecIthe best Iluat can bc donc, anud the resuit
is a fiuîly liimuîcd likencess ai a remakable man.
The ikcss is goocl, faitlîiftl and truc, but
il is anly a ikenless aliter ail. Thue reader ho
w~uhom Robertsoni ai Irinc uvas unknovn caiather
noa adeqtuate iclea ai the mian lie tvas froîuu tIis book
uith ouily, alas, luec and tlîerc brilliauît fragments
thuat have been prescrved by thîe loving cane ai per-
sonal friends, or that by chance have cscaped loss,
-umid thie miscchlamîeous contents ai thîe gifîed tviter's
study. 1-ad Dr. Robertson set ta him"self thue taslc
ai producing a Work wvartIuy aoflis powcnrs, il is no
exaggeratian ho say that it would have found a per-

,, manient place in thte litenattîre ai thec Victorian age,
as theicv exquisite poems and the tua lcss ricbi and
artuate prose selections thatappearin thevoluuncattcst.

Dr. Robertson aifords atiothien illîustrationm ai the
value of carefuil parental trainiung and home educa-
t ion. H e may not bave fimîbrited uvealth main Il'is
parents, but lie ouved ta tbemwbat na w'ealtli could

fin itself procure. Tlîcy uvene intelligent, sincere,
Aý practical Clîistiatîs, anmd Ileir precepts andl o-xample

were carefully noted and iandly cheri.. .,%by the
~yauilg student as well as by lis brother, Dr. James

Robertson, af Ncwington, Edinburgui, a man beloved,
'respected and honourcd. Thcre tvas notluing extra-

ordinary in bis boyhood and youîh ta distinguishi
*hum irom bis fcllouvs. iewuas senttotaGlasgowv Uni-
versity ah Ithe prepasterously early age ai ttvelve.
As miglît bc expectcd lue did nat atract mnu h atten-
tion as a schtolar ai distinguislîed menit, He did nat
even study liard in the ardinary sense, but fram first
ta ast he uvas a mast diligent reader and the range
ai lis readimîg was uide and varicd. He came in
contact uitb Thomas De Quincey ivîo seems ho lhave
exercised a wanderftml inîfluence aven him ah the nîost
susceptible period ofihis mental development, and bis
subsequent. visit ta Germany for thue purpose ai pur-

Xu.. suing a special course af study at Halle, uvîtere lie
came under the benign influence ai Thluck markcd
the fuIl awakening ai Iluse remankable pawvers with
tvhich lue uvas dowvened by nature, and uvich subse-I quently werc 50o erceptibly liallotved by grace.Aiter lis netunrn ta lus native land, and aiher ne-

t. ceiviîug icense, he wîas soan called by the cangrega-
lion ai Irvine, vhiere lue became endeared la his

~' people by thue tluorouglu cansecrahion and adaptive-
uîess ai bis mimisry. 1-is preacbing vas ai the ilui-
est arder. 1h uvas in a style compleely bis awn.
He fi as the imtaton ai no man, and no mani could
nuake bis style af preacling a model for lis awn. Dr.
Guthuie excelled in the vividness afi lus pictonial
illustration, and William Arnot uniîed with power
ai illustration a massive soiidity ai Scipture doc-
trine, but Robentson's sermons uere prase-poems un
wbich hue truth and beauty ai the Gospel were
blended by a powver and inspiration peculiary hiis awvn.

*LIFE oF RF-v. WILLIAî%t RoaBERTSOýz, D.D. Wmh E.x-
tracts fram bis Letters and Paemns. By Rev.. Jaunes. Brown,
D.D., Paisley. (Glasgow: J. Mlaclehose & Sons ; Toionto:
'Williainusn & Ca.)

'rlt CANADA PkÈSflVTr-kTAN.

\Vlicn communion sensons were «reatocain"
the question for years in Edinburgh arnd Glasgowv
wvas, \Viere is Candish ta preacbi, vere Cairins,
wlîcrc Robertson ? And wbierevcr Robertson did
preaclu, lic hiad a conigregatian as large as the build-
ing could contaiti and ain audience tîtat lîung on bis
words tliithe closisig amen %%,as proilouniced. Wlîile
lic wvas rnast faitlîful in ]lis preparation fur the îulpit.
and dcvated so mucb cnergy Ita the %worl, ai
preaching, lice vas no less deeply intcrested ini the
religiaus training af the young in Bible class and
Sabbath schaol. Mlost canscicntiously also diii lie
prciorm the îvork ai pastoral visitation, and in homes
wliere sickncss, deatb and bercavemetît wec, lie %vas
ini the trucst senise a soit ofconisolationu.

H-e vas called ta scvcral important city charge.-,
but these lie felt il be bis duty ta decline. 1lic was
stranigly attacîucd ta bis peapie, and tliey ta lm, and
lue felt that the sphiere oi labour assigned ii i vas
anc of no ordinary importance. As anl illustration
of the spirit by wîiichli le îvasanimated, the follo%%ing
bnifcxtract irom lis address in Presby'tery,declin-
iîug the caîl ta Slîamnrock Street Chiurcli, Glasgowv,
nma), serve as an example:

Somec worldly people may give me crcdit for mnaking a
sacrifice. They know nothing af the lafty, spiritual regions in
%vich sucb questions are discussed. To them a i is a merci
question of a lnwer or highier position, of a less or grenier
salary,; therefore, 1 crave Ieave ta say the question in this forni
bas never becti presenit ta my mind, and 1 wilI not take crcdit
for niakmng sacrifice whcn 1 do not féed in my heart that 1 ain
doing amthig of the kind. Soue Christian cpicureans
scem ta think that the way af duty is alwvays that which is
lighted %vith the silver and golden Iamps, while Christian
stoics think il is that which is markcd with the most numer-
ous crosses and the sharpest thorns. For my part, 1 bclieve
that it is neither, or Oint il miy be eïther, but that i1115 always
that on whmch the spirit af the Lard leads, whose praycr-souught
guidance 1 scek to follow, undeterrcd alike by the splendour
an the one side, or the comparative obscurity on the other.

Aller a period ai retircînent from Uthc active
dutics ai the inkitry and a lengthieilecd continiental
visit, Dr. Robertson wvas able, Ihougli stilI i. feeble
bcaîtli, ta preacli with samcîhing of bis aId-lime
powcr for a short lime at Camnbridge, wberc ]lis dis-
courses wec mucli appreciated. flis final ilîness %%as
protractcd, but %%hîen the fcIii camne lie cIîl aslcep en-
joyiîg Ithe Ilie cand iaith it vas the deliglît ofi lus
lcart andthue work ai lus lue ,la caminend tla(allers.
1-is memaory ý%ill be lovingly chcrislied b> aIl ý%ho
kneuv Iiiiîn.

A LESSANiDRO0 GA VA ZZI.

A CAI3LE dzspatchl ast îveck annotincedth
fideath ofaainwlio leld for îman), ycars an

important place in thte public estimation. 'l'le
clerical leader aithue national mavement in Ilaly,
popularly known as 1Fatîxer Gavazzi, lias emîdecl lus
long, cventful and distinguishecl carcer. He wvas
born at Bologmia im i8iop, 50 that at thue lime of lis
death lieliuad nearîy reaclied lis cigltictlî ycar. At
ant carîy age lie joined thue monastic iraterîîity aithue
Barnabites and wvile still a youing man wvas appointcd
professor ai rluctoric at Naples, ini which position lie
soon atîracted public attention because ai bis guI aio
elaquemuce and bis carnest desire ta sec religion freed
fromn the corruptions witlî wvich in thue Roman
Cathoîic Cburch it bad become encruqted. Even ini
Naples lie soon evokced the cmithusiasm ai the pro-
gressive part>', anud bis earnest advocacy oi civil and
relig iaus fu-cdom gained for him the ardent attacli-
ment ai those wvlio ere in sympathy with the mave-
ment wvlose causc lbe 50 elaqucntly adv.ocated.
While lie attacbcd the cnthiusiaýtic devotion ai tuc
Naîionialists, lie roused against himsclf the fierce op-
position ai the reactionary and clerical parties. For
tbe lime, houveven, liberalisin vas in thue ascendant ah
the Vatican, an abode ta vhich it has aîmost uni-
forrnly beeui a stranger, and wvhere nc»v it meets only
with the most uncampramising apposition.

Witb hue accession ta the so.calcd chair ai St.
Peter ai Pia Nona, there was thie bni vision af a
reforming Pope. Fan a time yaung Gavazzi w~as in
favour with lte Vatican, and wvas appointed by thec
Pope inuthue first fervoun aiflte national mavement
during the nevlutianary year 1848 as almaner
ha the Roman volunteer armny who wcnt ta îthe
Lombando-Venetian campaign. Sa stirring wvere
the eloquence and encrgy ai Gavazzi tîtat hie
wvas popularly knawn fon a lime as the modern Peter
thue Hermit. Pius IX., cither from canstitutianal
timidity or insincerity, or the dctermincd force ai
ultramontane influences bchiind the Papacy, or per-
luaps by aIl these combined, began ha temporize
and withdrew the Roman legian, and then came bis
troubles thick and fast. The flight ta Gacta, te
brilliant but bnief-livcd tniumvirahe, consisting ai
Mazzini, Armellini and Saffi, papal pratests
and appeals ta forcign powers, the despatch
ai Frencli tnaaps ta the Pope's assistance, thue

siege and fal afRame, and the fligbt ai the
revolutionnary leaders fellawed -i;n qick surctircssin.

During the ccintinuanitce ni' thei;e a"itationl; Gava7
Nvas %aPpo!ntcl3 -almoner-in-chiief ta the National
Army and wvas able ta cquip a most efficient hospi-
taI service for the care of the sick and wounlded.
WVhen the Romanl Republic ivas ovcrthrown the
bcera.-prî bt ailttal akc-rLuze inifliglit. lic iouind a
sale ais> lth and lat entlîiasittiLt, wckine in England
%Olîcre lie 1Icttit.iIun thie Italian qic.stion to immense
audiences iii al the large citie, and towns of Great
Britain. Ili thaseý, days lie had nul acquired the as-
1cr> of tulng17lkh sllangtiage lî: lie subscquently

alidbtt cen ini, %i u llfiispeech lie
wvas able b%, Ii,;reinarkable oraturical powers ta con-
vey to the ,tt:.tg.e lbearci no î,îcun-.îdcr.able part af
his încaning. Tiierc vvas a eharmininI bis cloqucnce
whicli ne c r fiil to amuse Ii,liî carers.

Gavant imade a visit to Canada and the United
States;. uie lie also met %vith a most cntlitusiastic
rcçJItitin. Sticli a weîcomle lh''wevcr wvas flot univcr-
sal. Thi nemurv i the Gavazzi rioIs ini Montrcal
and (2uebe-e, %%liç-h itui rtuilatey resulted in a scriotis
loss of lieé, %vill not soon bc iorgottcnl.

hougbi Alessandro Gavazzi vas politically op-
posed ta the 1'apacy, lie was reluictant ta break with
ti-,t Roman Catholic Churiiclu, lîaving the samne long-
ing tlîat many of the bcst' of lier sons have chcrislicd,
that she niit lierseilf ourktiuher own reforma-
tiail froin wîthiin. Ili this opinion, sicb irmen as Père
Hyacintîhe, and the leaders ai tlî.! <Ad Uatllollc move-
ment have shared. ltire anîd loity as thecir motives
and ains lhave becten, eviîa% reaison ta doubt tbc
corrcctne-s af the course tlîe% have pursucd. At al
events, Gavazzi wvas at lengtli driventi t renounice the
religion, as wcll as the ride of Rame. 1-is position
Mas one esSLitially Vrotestant. le hîeld the funda-
mental dî,ctrinI.es ti evangLIical Chrstianity, but
stood alouf froin ail ullier i'rutes-tanlt bodies, thougli
on fraternal termis iitlî tlîm ail, and faunded the
Fie Chtili tifItlaly, %tIhîdî becameC respectable in
nlumber.s and influenice. Of late >'ears, efforts have
been mnade ta bring about a union of tlîis bady witlx
the graund uId hi.storic cliîurclî of the Waldenses, and
thuugh i t lias nul y>et beeni effiectedl, the indications
are favotirable num; tu its ,pucdv- accomplislimcnt.

Ili l$ssi Gavalzi pauud 11s last visit lu tbe Ameni-
cari tontiiient, takîng *larunto aon bis ay', wvhcre he
preaclîed ' vigurous uid string di>caurscs in Erskcine
and Coo'e s Chutrchles, wvllich maved the usually
grave and (lecorous vrslippcrs in tliese cbîîrclîes ta
occasional outbursts ofa pllausc. Now lus claquent
voice k suent, and Ilistsalwart forin ks removed from
the taills of living meni, buit his Memnory and cx.-
ample will long remnain a vital force ini tbe Italiatu
nation, for î\1iose pro-ress ini civil and religious lib-
erty lie gave thie laubours oi bis long and sclf.denying
lufe.

FAmy .[)FoiK T OF! iETI[E IRISII PEAS.
A NI'lRV. Edlited and Selectedl by W. B. Yeats.
tLundon Walter Scott, Turanto W. J. Gage & Ca.)

- htDean Rams.ty diii For Scottish anecdote,
illustrative of natiuîî.t ixharact , \Mr. Yeats in this
attractive and fascinating littleYvolume bas donc for
tbe Irish people.

IN the Decetuben nutuben of Knox Collcege
«iloni/z/y tiiere are a number of excellent contribu-
tions ; ane af tîîem, tbe opening paper, by Mr. William
Houston, on tie " Puipit aînd Englîsli Scholarship,îî
deserves carefuîl perusa;ýl froi is ovvii intrjnsic excel-
lence, and especially becatise of the saund conclusions
exprcssed by a wrîîer and tlîimker af lus mental acute-
ncss, varicd anîd extensive rcading and educational
experience.

111E CAN.\DTAX ]SDUCATIONAI. MONrHLY. (To-
ronto: he Eduicational Monthly I'ublishing C.)-
lThe january' ,umnbcr of this wvell conducted and
uiseful educational imagazinie us anc of mire than
average excellence. Dr. McLehlaîu lias a paper on
IIhe Art of Oucstioning.ý' Professon Gregg,, in
evcry wvay a competent auiiwnuty, gives a I-lstory
af Knax Collegze." Tluere are othenvaluable papers,
and muchi senviceable information in tlîis month's
issue.

Tnc1E' XGi.iSii ILSRI MAGAZINE. (New
York. MacMillan & Cu. -TIbis attractive magazine-
gives special attention 10 art. Tbe frontispicce for
the January num-ber is a reproduiction af Lorenzo di
Crcdi's picture afi tbc Viîgin and Child, in the
National Gallery. The othler iliustratcd papers are
IlGlimpses af Old Englishi Homes - Berkeley
Castle ;» "Gwalior," by Hon. Lewvis Wingfieid, and
IlLondon Models," by Obcar Wilde-Tbcre are two
serial Nvorçs af fiction ini progress- he flouse of
thc Wolf," by Stanley J. Wcyman, and "'Sant?
Ilaria " by F. Marion Crawford.


