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The tendency has been too much, an the past, to
place human greatness in sntellectual endowments
and attamments,~—n heroic deeds in war, ot in pohn-
cal aclievements in the State.  The men that have
been most enoured in hustory have been those who
have held a hugh place as men of great hiterary power,
who have made discoveries 1n suence, or greatly
advanced the knowledge of natute among mankind ;
or who have swayed the sceptre of power as natural
tulers amony thar fellows, and guided with skilful
hand the ship of state through the sturms of national
change ot natwnal danger, ot have boldly and wisely
steered into nev scas and new scenes, and have thus
greatly advanced the interests of human society.,

Very largely the heroes of the past have been ware
riors, who, wlile they held ligh the banner of their
country, have too often done so by tramphing on the
rights of others ; or, at least at the cost of much suffer.
wy and sorrow, both to their own people and vo other
natons.  lhey have rmised chemselves to their high
mnnacle of fame upon the bleeding bodies of the siamn,
whilc decpest distress has nned the relauves of the
dead and wounded.  And many maimed and dizabled
men have had o cndure years of poverty, suficnng
and sotrow, in order that these favountes of fortune
might receive the plaudits of their country. No
doubt there have been mien, tn cach of these depart-
ments, who have deserved well of their fellowmen
and who have nobly acted their partin promoung the
true well-being of humany, and the real advancement
of human society.

But wiule witling to give freely and heartily the
meed of praise to every noble character, to every true
man whose life has been a blessing to lus fellows, we
yet hold that there 1s a kind of excellence higher than
any any of these departments to which we have re-
ferred, namcly, moral or spintual excellence, which
at once promotes the glory of God and the good of
men, by secking to be conformed to the image of
Chnist, and to walk in s footsteps.

\Who must be held to be the standard of greatness
or excellence among men?  Certainly no Christian
can for a moment doubt that the Lord Jesus is the
true and only standard of human greatness, the only
perfect man, who had no weakness, no infirmity of
temper or character, or hatut of life, and who invari-
ably lived for the Divine glory and the well-being of
mankind.  Surcly he did more for the advancement
of human socicty in everything that1s hughest, noblest
and best, then any other that ever hived. If this be
admutted, then it follows that the more closely men
resemble Hun in character and conduct the more
worthy they arc of the comendation of their fellow.
men and the more truly worthy of being held up as
models for others to follow.

In the parallel passage in Luke xxii. 24-27, we are
told that “there was a strife among them which of
tisem should be accounted the greatest.” This result-
ed from pride and ambition which our Lord severely
rcbuked. On this as on a former occasion (Matt. xviii,
4) the world’s standard of greatness and that of the
Lord Jesus are not only different but contradictory.
Churist teils His disciples that the world’s standard of
greatness was the excrcise of lordship orauthority, and
that such persons received the honourary title of “bene-
factors.” But in the Chnstian economy they are not
to claim superionty over cach other, but each is to do
what he can for the benefit of others, and that he that
docs most for others is truly great—or that goodress is
true grealress.,

It is interesting to note that the terms which apply
to rank originally mecant goodness. For instance
‘“lord ” or “lady " means a person that gives away
bread,- a bread distributor.  So all titles of dignity
or rank were originally significant of benevolence or
goodness, although they have come to be terms only
of dignity or worldly greatness.

In Christ's estimation then, true greatness cunsisls
not in receiving but in giving, notin selfish absorp-
tion of good things, but in imparting Lood to others,
not in being served but in serving , notun sitting sull
and being ministered to, but in going about and
ministering to thers. And our Lurd enuices this

principle, by setting forth His own example as the
model for all Christians, and the standard of true
greatness— “ I am among you as he that serveth, cven
as the Son of Man came not to be munistered unto
but to minister.” Uscfulness in the world and in the
Church—a humble readiness to do anything, and to
put our hands to any good work, a cheerful willing.
ness to fill any post however lowly, and to discharge
any oftice howen er unpleasany, if we can only proinote
happiness and holincss on earth these are the true
tests of Chustian greatnese.  The hero in Christs
anmy isthe man wholooks not on his own things but on
tho things of others, who is kind to all, tender to all,
thoughtful for all, with a hand tv help all, and a heart
to fecl for all,

It is the man who spends and is spent to make tie
vice and misery of the world less, to bind up the
broken hearted, to befriend the friendless and cheer
the sorrowful, tu enlighten the sgnurant, and to raise
the poor.  This s the truly great man in the eyes of
God.  This is the man who s walking most
closcly in th steps of Christ, who spent his life in
ministering o the wants of a sin-burdened world,
ar * in dong good to the bodies and souls of men, and
who from his own experince declared it more “ blessed
to give than to recetve.”  And thus true greatness is
within the reach of all, fur although all may not have
learning, or 4ifts, ot moncy, all can minister 1n some
way to the happiness of those around them.  If you
then ask, wherein does true greatness consist? We
reply in moral and spiritual excellence, in humility, in
uscfulness, in living for the glory of God and the good
of our fcllowmen, fur inasmuch as cternity surpasses
time n umportance, so man's moral and spiritual
nature, and its influences, surpasses his merely intel.
lectual attainments or achievaments, and still more
the benefits conferred by military tactics, or prowess,
or by statesmanship. Let us then test the opinions of
men on this subject of true greatness by tr ing nten
by this standard of ex:zellence.

The names that stand most prominently emblazoned
in the annals of the past, are those of men who in
former times taught mankind the arts of peace, made
discoveries in science, led armies to victory, or estab.
hished wise laws for the guidance of states and the
progress of socicty. In each of these departments
history places a halo around many conspicuous names
—from Egypt, and the E=xst, Greece and Rome—
such men as Socrates, Plato and Solon deserve to
be held in honour to the end of time. Yet if we
examine the moral character of these greatest men of
heathen antiquity we find very great defects of char-
acter, which detract seriously from their right to the
place of highest honour as great men. They could
not control their own evil passions, or did not con-
form to what their own consciences told them was
morally right. The best of them indulged in vices
which they knew to be wrong, and the great warriors
and statesmen werc guided not by a sense of duty to
the Supreme Ruler of the universe and to the people,
but by ambition to get for themselves a great name
among men.

Then if we glance at the greatest characters of
sacred history, we find not one among them free from
faults. Certain defects stand out prominently in their
history, like dark spots upon the sun. There is only
onc man free from these, and He more than man—
the God-man, Christ Jesus. And so in modern times,
who are the men most gencrally held up to admira-
tion as the greatest of men? Men who have made
discoveries that have tended to increase the know-
ledge of mankind, and advance the interests of com-
merce, and national freedoin and power. All honour
to the men who have discovered the right principles
of astronomy, the mariner’s compass, printing, the
steam engine and the telegraph. We would accord
no stinted honour to the men who by patient study
and labour have lightened the burdens of the toiling
multitude, and multiplied their enjoyments ; who have
broken the yoke of tyranny, and proclaimed a jubilee
to the enslaved among the nations,; who have devised
means for educating the masses, and have thus ele-
vated mankind and taught that all men are entitled to
cqual political rights.

But there arc other men who deserve yet higher
honour, whe have laboured in yet higher departments.
Men who, following in the footsteps of the great
Benefactot of our race, have taught mankind that
they are all brethren, children of one cammmon Father,
and that they should love one another and live in
peace, avuiding war and strife of every kind, who

have taught men to live not iherely for the present
world but for the world to come ; who have songht,
often at great self-sacrifice, to make known the love ox
Godin Christ to our guilly race, and tried to lead men
tolove Him inreturn ; and from love to Him to keep
His commandments, to lead pureand holy lives, and
to walk in the footsteps of Christ, or to be humble, gen-
tle, kind and loving. Men like the modern missionars
ics, who have taken their lives in thelr hands and
gone forth to the high places of the ficld, planting the
banner ofthe cross, teaching menthe way ot salvauon,
while at the samo time they taught them most
chliciently the habits of Christian society and promoted
the interests of commerce, science, and the highest
civillzation,

Di. Camplell, in lus * Mattyr of Erromanga® has
very strikingly shewn that such mnen as John Wil
liams are the truly great men of our race in the
estimativn of Heaven, and that while warriors and
statcsmen have been most honoured in the past, men
who have lived iike Christ, to saveand hielp mankind,
will in the future hold a higher place on the roll of
honour, than those who have only sought to promote
the material interests or temporal welfare of others.
Some of the heroes of the past have combined both
characters, and are, therefore, held in highest honour,
Lord Lawrence, the latc Governor-General of India,
combined the characters of hero, statesman, and hum.
ble devoted Christian, and through this combination
was chiefly instrumental in saving India to the Brit-
ish, during the revolt of the Sepoys. Through his
courage and firmness, his Christian courtesy and
wisdom, he had trained the Sikhs to become the best
soldiers in India, and then by the same character
and ability, kept them under his influence, so that
they checked the revolt, until the British army arnved
to subdue it. He did much during his earhier career,
and while Governor-General, to advance the interests
of Christianity, and therefore of humanity, in India,
and is worthy of all honour as one of the great and
good,

He made duty his polar star, the guide of his con-
duct through life—first duty to his God and then duty
to nis country. In times of great trial, like Asa and
Jchoshaphat of old, he looked up to God the Great
Ruler for guidance and success. No wonder then
that his name stands high in the temple of fame, and
that he is honoured not merely for his military genius,
butespecially for his moral greatness, being eminent for
truthfulness, simplicity and honesty of purposc—frce
from self-secking, and animated chiefly by a desire to
do his duty. This is the very essence of the spirit of
Christ, who sought not His own glory, but the glory of
Him who sent Him. Similar statements might be
made respecting Havelock and other heroes.

Carlyle in his history of Frederick the Great has
put great honour on his favourite hero, and we do not
wonder, for considering the great disadvantages uncder
which he was placed in his early days by the brutal
treatment of his mad father, who professed to be a
Christian, and the infidel teachings of Voltaire, he
shewed many noble qualitics. But yet he was not a
man of the highesttype. He was a great soldier and
statesman, but in him moral and spiritual excellence
had not been developed, and,in these he did not excel.
He sought, and sought successfully, to promote the
material progress and power of his nation, and for this
he is honoured.

\What a moral grandeur attaches to such a man as
Alexander Duff—the greatest missionary of India—
paticently, for many-years, at the sacrifice of health and
comfort, and in constant tisk of his life, laying broad
and deep the foundations of a system of Christiart in-
struction, which is fast sapping the foundation of the
hoary system of error in India and preparing the way
to present the pecple of that ancient land to hisadored
Redeemer. \While thus securing to them as the neces-
sary result, all the privileges of a free and advanced
Christian community. So,also, what peculiar and de-
served honourwas lately conferred on thegreat pioneer
of the freedom and Christian civilization of the dark
continent of Africa—the truly great and good David
Livingstone, These men will continue to shine like
stars of the first magnitude, even in the anals of earth,
while the mere heroes of war will be looked on with
awe and dread, as passing metcors ot blazing comets,
portents of evil and danger.

So also the servants of Christ in all departments of
Christian work, are worthy of more honour than those
who labour only in the interests of the present
life. Such mcn as Howard and Wilberforce, Moody



