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CHILDREN'S FIRST YEAR'S WORK.

Imagive Yeforo us & class of Little pooplo just en
tenng tipon a new oxporionce,—their first yoar of
school. Tho first day tinda beforo us & class of
twonty new pupils, sll on the alort to tco every
movement of teacher aud pupils  Now what ahall
wedo! Tho first thing after forming our class is
to got acquainted with the childron, and wo know
of no better vay to accomplish tlus than to hinld a
hittlo ** sccrablo”; talk frooly with tho childrun, and
get thom to do tho samo with you. Have the chil-
dren feel at onco that this is hotne to them.

Rigbt hero is alsc a gouu chance o introduco
your namo, if you de not waunt to be called * teach-
o duriug your stay with thom. Wo make this
ewmphatic, for wo find this error so prevalent jn
many of our echools. At thebeyinning of the year,
whilo talking with our class, wo ask how many
kaew our name. A number of hands raised. Wo
called on sevoral to tell us. The majority thought
it Teacher; somg did not know. Pereeverance
obviated this difticulty, and ** teacher” has become
ulmoat unknown in our school roor.

One recitation hour has closed. We eend the
clasy to .aeir acats, giving them somo busy work
which we have pryviously prepared. In the after-
noon wo haze another social talk in the form of
languago-work; for example, ' Nonie, what did you
sce on your way to school 1" What a benefit to
us, a3 teachors, if wo could all fcol a3 Supt. Raab
once sa1d, that education mesns ** tu lose time, not
to gain 1t.”

A day of new oxperieace passed. The little onoes,
vpon reaching home, are intorrogsted as 1o how
much they have learned to read and wrnite, Be-
causo cf the fact that the children can do acither,
we are set down in tho minds of a fow as nut being
coppotent to fill our place.  However, wo aro not
ducouraged, for somathing has been gained for vs
that is worth moroe than the reading and writing.
Wo will thus pled on, keoping in mivu tho the uzht
that *¢ trus prowth is slow growth.”

plural forma of nouns, and tho apostropho, should
havo a duc amount of attention.

Fur languago-lcssons, objcets with which ctuldren
aro already famliar furnish abundan. wmatorials,
Provido objects which willoxcito the intercst of tho
cless. Keep the object from sight unti} timoe to
use it. Two or thrco talks oun familiar objeots
may bo followod by picturo lessons on domeatio
antmals, or a lcason or «wo on wounds made by
difforent animals.  Wo havo found lessans in color,
on tho buinao body, and also ob leaves of different
troes, to be vory interesting.

In number-work great caution is uceded not to
adsanco too rapidly. For tho first threo or four
months deal ootirely with nuwber until the childron
aro thoroughly immersed in it. If this work is well
done, the introductiou of fizures will bo much more
rapid. In introducing figuros, ivsist, as far as you
can, upon the making of good ones.

It wo aro able to teach all about number and
figure through ton, we think we have accomplished
a go.d year's work. A vast amount of practico is
noeded to securo correct and rapid work,

1t is difficult to conceive of .oy human accupa-
tion in which a knowledge of drawing would not be
beneficial. As a atudy it disciplines thomind; it
leads the children to obsorve objects more closely,
as to their size and shape; it also creates s loce for
tho beautiful,

A lovo for drawing is & marked characteristic of
almost every child. How often we soe children
spo” liog thoir time with alate and pencil, and tak-
ing great delight ia thoir rudo pictures. Whily
this is true, ought it not to bs an incentive for the
teacker to try to develop in her pupils alove for
something better 1

Should drawivy bo taught iv tho Srat year's work?
Without doubt 1t sbould. Just hew far this aubject
can be carried depends largely on the mzs of tho
school and the facilities fur work. The children
should be taught, at least, in form, ctuch as the
making of pictures fro n bits of cvloured cardboard
or coloured sticks Clag-mouliding 18 ono of tho

The sec.nd day finds us entering more upn tho | i st excollent means by which tlie 1dea of form can

realitics of the school ~con.. We must start with a . be developed i the child.

foundation wcll grounded. Lot us note a few

points iu this foundation  Firat, we must gain at-  crayon readily.

tention, 8eernd, do something, third, have lass teil
what was done; fourtb, have clas de tho saame, fifth,

!
|

The children ahould be taught to uso pencil and
In all Yess ns whero pictures octur
tae claldren should be encouraged to try to draw
from then.. To gmte an ostent diawiag from

give nome tv what was dune, saixth, class repeat |ub;oc|a can be carned out, alsc simple dictation

name; soscuth, practico and currections.

Tho first recitation hour finds each member of the
class supplie ! witk a primer which the thoughtful
patents have provided. Dfust we use theso booka?
We sy no. A bouk is not the frst thing to be put
into tho child’s hands. What the children need is
a preparatory drill which will teach them to see, to
hear, and to zpcak propoerly.

Wo must be supplied with numerous objects and
nictures to correspond, 20 as to teach the children
tc distinguish botween objec. and picture.  After
pretenting tho wri.ten word, & guod deal of timne
mnat be apent in the study of 1t, as to cho number
of letters compoaing it, and 1he sounds ot the let.
ters Activn-words, corresponding to the name
words, shou!d bo given very scon. Tho slates
should bs ruled immediately, and wotds written on
the board sheuld be en ruled it es corresponding
to thuso on 1ho slates.

After & farr list of Damos avd action-words can
be recogmized quickly, wo would present the chart.
Tkhe first half of the sear should find the childron
stsrted 1 tho fiest roader, and by tho clnae of the
sear it should be nearly comploted, if ot quite
They shiuld not enly be able toread in the reader,
but should bo ablo to do some sight-teading from
otber fimt readite and from littlo papers, such as

4 Valo's Esay Taues.”” It must bo nndersteod that
N “ghe children can unw wnte anything they can 1oad.

nuch stress canuot bo put upon tho meo of
itals aad punctuation r.arks. The singular and

ozorcises.

We havo nuw tried to give n gencral cuatline for
tho first year's work. This cannot bo accomplished
without great diligence on the part of the tescher.
It must be *“ line upon line, precopt npon precept;
hero a Jittlo and thero a little,"—Isabella L. Grant,
in The American Teacher.

PERSONAL.

We regret to learn that Mr. Thos. Hartt, teach.
cr, of St. Andrews, s lying seriously ill from in-
flammation of the brain.

Mr. Edward Cenley died receatly at Apohaqui
at the age of 82.  He was wcll known as ao jodus-
trious *2d energetic teacher.

Prof, C. G. D. Roberts has in press a volumo of
verse, of which high expectstions have been form-
ed by those conversant with the bard's previcus
pocms. —Sun,

The once mighty Euphrates seems hikely to dis.
appoar altogether. For somv years post tho river
bauks below Balylon bavo been gicing way, so
that thy strcam spresd out iuto a maush, uatil
stcnmers could not pass, aud only e narrow chanuel
remained for the pativa boats. New this passage
18 becomivg obliterated, and unless matters im.
provo. tho towps on thy baoks will bs rnived, and
tho famous river itself swallowed up by the dezort,

L'TERARY NOTES.

81. Nicriovss for March s at hand and as usual
fs;6iled with admirable articles and illustrations
for young people, and intercsting as well to their
elders. Among many entertaining sketches, form-
ing a list of contents nowhcre rqualied for oxcel-
lence and variety, may boe found the follewing:
Tho.Boyhood of Thomas Bailey Aldrich, giving a
lively sketch of the school days of this disting.
uished American author; No 7, sketch of Histaric
Gitls; What a Boy saw in Madeira, is a story of ad-
senture in boys® own stylo; Among the Gas Wils
is further coutinued and illustrated fo an iostruc.
tivo maonor; the St Nicholas Dog Stones, New
Leaf from Washington's Boy-life, with many
others, combluing instruction and amuscment.
The story of the diflident ichthyosaurus with an
accompanying sketch is good:

There once was an [chthyosaurus,

Who lived when the earth was all porous,
But he fainted with shame
WFhsn he firat heard his nawe,

Aud doparted o long time before us,

Tng Bwiss Cross for February (the second num-
ber) is at haod, This 1s the organ of tho Agnssiz
Association, which is destined to have a far wider
and more general infl ¢ from the circulation of
this useful periodical. Apart from its value to the
members of the Agnssiz Associatiop, it is of great
interest to all iostructors and students in natural
Listory, the articles being comprehensivo and writ-
ten in & populor and pleasing style. Among the
features of interest in the y t bor are two
subjects continued from the last, Early Man in
Awmerica, and Water Crystals; an interesting and
instructive lesson on Rivers und Rive- Valloys;
Submerged ‘Trees of Columbia; with various others
on uscful and cntertaioing topics. Edited by
Harlan H. Ballard, and published by the Scienco
Company, New York.

Sctence AND EpucatioN.—This periodical, a
special mowthly edition of Scicoce, devoted to
cducational topics, is, or shouid be, gradually
winning its way in favor, both on account of its
advanced ideas oo education and the thoroughl

mctical modes in which such subjects are tma\c(fv.
Nor is the magazine conficed to the theory and
practice of cducation, but a carcfut study of its
pages shows 8 brouder scope—an intelligent dis-
cussion of living subjects prectical and scientifie
in chacacter.  To no class are these publications—
Saence aed Science and Educatiwn—more valuablo
than the progressive teacher.  With the vne he iz
enabled to keep abreast of scientific progress and
discovery, —with the other he 15 brought in con-
tact with practical and progressivo education.

Tur CENTURY mugnzine just reccived is one of
the best numbers of the year.  [ts illustrations are
admirable, with a table of contents fully up to
what is cxpected of this great people’s periodical,

PRONUNCIATION.

A writer in the New Eogland Journal of Educa.
twn_gives the folloving directions for tesching
pupils pronunciation:—

1. Insist on deliberato counciation. Even in
rapid class-work there can be no need fe Lasteat
the expense of correctness. The best work is that
which is doae with the greatest care and slowly.

2. Do not reserve this work of correct evuncia.
tion for the reading lesson. This is too often the
case, and as the readiog is not oftener than once a
day, and then only for astated period of time, there
is little gained in the way of proper soundiog
of the commoner words of our labguage.

3. Have a care for the colloquial words, tha
words of cvery-day conversation  The more pre-
tentious words will probably secure for themselves
their proper sounding, while the *“whiles,” “‘ands,”
terminals in ¢*ing,™ cte., etc., will pass uonoticed,

4. Cultivate the habit of correct spelling, and
take the timo to correct all errors as thoy occur.
If a scholar is feciting and pronounces s word in-
correctly, immediately sound it and require its
correct sound in return.  The time it takes to do
this is inapprecisble, and the gain is much,

5 Hare n daily cxercise in pronouscing. Place
scvernl words on tho blackboard cach mornjsg, to
be looked up by the children and pronounced
by them some time duriog the day.

6. Finally, and above all, be corrcet yourself.
Sct an example of dcliberateness and plain, clear
counciation of words that shall Le worthy of
cmulation.



