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N-ere diveli, $50 human beings, wha appearance, resembles a thick roll of'
Support themsclvcs by fishing, and on home-spun flannel, %vbich aribes from
thc produce of theit' patato plots, wvitIî the customi of dedicatitng ta it a dress
a little barley ;the poorer subsisting of that inaterial whenever its .id is
on the contributionîs of their neigb- i souglit. 'Ahis dress is sewed on hy an
bours, eked out by a little qea-wveed of aid %vomnan, wlînse pectilar office it
a peculiar species, abundant on that seemns ta) be. Of tbe early history of
shore. rhey all speak the Irish Ian- this idol 1 can gain no authentia infor-
guage, and among the.'n reinaitis a trace ination, but its power and influence
of that gavernnient by kings or ebiefs appear tb be immnenle ; they implore
wvhich, ages ugo, exiated in ireland. ils aid iu tume ofi eed and t3icknees ; it
l'le present -ingô of Inniskea is an 111- 18 invoked wben a teinpest is desired
telligent pea,-ant. His authority is uni- ta dash some baplcss cbip on thieiv
vcrsally acknowledged in the islands; I coast; and again the exercise of it:s powv -
by him ail disputes are settled ; ta hlis er solicited to calta tho angsy acean,'decision ail submnit ; and his govern- ta admit of fid1iing or visiting the niain-
nient appear.; both satisfactory and land. The iollowing instance May il-
eqtiitableý But bis people are a rude, lustrate tbe faitli reposed in their bit
uncivilised race, totally unedurated, of s ton e by this deluded people. About
and withaut the rneans of acqluiring in. eigliteen inoiftbs ago, during a contin-
struction in auglit save the semi-bar- uance of boisterous %veather, a persan
barous custonms of tleir forefathers. in the south island becar.e so ill, tilat
Occasionally tliey have been visited by bis lufe wvas despaired af; and as the
itineratit preachers, but so caqual bave exereise of the idol's power did not
sucli visiti been, sii<,rt their duratioir, ieein ta be vouebsafed ta help him, his
roid the good resulting sa very sligbt, relatives becarne rnost anxious to bring
thiat the v'ast infljority remain sunk in bimn the priest framn the mainland, that
a state af ignorance hardly credible. lie might have a happy death. The
In tbii dark spot the igblt af tbe gos- case being urgent. they determined to,
pel lias neyer steadily shone, and save Igo, but the storin being great, they
du ring the short visits of the clergy- dlared îlot venture witbiout their idol ta
mian, seldoni bave these isianders heard proteet tbem, Lt %vag, therefore, taken
af eternal lufe, as the free gift of' God, into the boat, and their mission being
by faith iu Jesuis Cbrist. Tbey are! successful, tbey declared ta one of rny
norninally menibers of the Roman Seripture renders, that their safety was
Catholie Churcb, but of its tenets tbev attributable solely to tbe influence of
knowv littIe, There is nio priest resi- Itîteir idol ; afterwards on the unexpect-
lent aniong theri, and the surn ai'tleir ed recovery af the ma, theyexpressed

religion appears ta, ba the observance their fi.-m conviction that bis restora-
aI series of' superstitious practices, in tion 'vas effected by tbe IlNeeroge.11

%wbieh tîteir hopes for a time as w~eil as This is one or miany wvonders said! ta, be
eternity are placed. But deep as is the wvrought, by tbis God af stane, an] wvill
social and religious gloom wbicb sur- stuffice ta sbew the extent of pagan
rounds this peaple, tIhere is a yet dark- 1vorship il) Ibis ivild and distant land.
er sl'ade spread over theni. Here Pa-.
ganismn, as fearful as tha t prevalent on Yhe History of a Plant.
the batiks af tbe Ganges, 18 openly
praclisel. In Ille ç.outl islar.d, in the, CHÂÀPTER IV.-11W THU SEED EEGINS
hanse of a mati named MIonigan, a TO GROWV

âtone idol, called in the Iri-h language You have hieard what there is in the
.4Neer.age," lias been froni tue im-! seed, and %% bat makes iL sprant; 1
ineinorial carefully and reîigiously pre- j ni gaing ta, tell yau in tItis chapter,
served and woeshipped. This idal, in fiow it sprouts, which i8 the beginning


