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ready agents in sinful men.  Words of wickedness, deeds of blood,
diabolieal atrocities, all the horrors which mnke sick the heart, he
ean speedily accomplish by his willing jnstraments.  He found
tongues on earth wherewith to mock the Son of God, lips to spi*
upon Him, hands to nail Him to the cross.

How unmistakably are sinners the goods of Satan, how absolutely
does he proclaim possession.  Yea he brands them, like cattle, with
irons heated in infernal fives. Deceit, pride, hatred, lust, dranken-
ness, ungodliness, unbelief, and the thousand other sins which
emphasize the words of Jesus, “ Ye ave of your father, the devil,”
proclaim his awful ownership.

Not only are sinners the goods of Satan, he also keeps them “in
peace,” that is to say, in undisturbed possession.  So far as man is
concerned there can be no effective resistance of his power, there
can be no rebellion against his cmpire.  Some of his subjects may
often writhe and smart under the torture of his reign, and groan
beneath the awful incubus, but only to sink back in despair, into
mnore utter bondage.
¢ Others manifest that they are held in peace by hugeing the chains

hat bind them; and, shouting like frenzied madmen, “ We are our
own, who is lord over us?” 8o palpably does he keep his goods in
peace, that some who are his most abject slaves actually declare that
he himself is 2 shadow’ and his kingdom a myth. The unbelief
which declares that there is no devil is the best evidence that he
holds his goods in peace.  How could there be more undisputed
possession than that which is thus implied?  Searedness of con-
science, hardness of heart, scornful mockery of Divine truth,
inveterate worldliness, eallous indifference, all proclaim how abso-
lutely sinners are Satan’s gooils.  Oh, sinners ! Harden your hearts
by *he deceitfulness of sin, shut your eyes to the realities of your
state, stop yowr cars against the Divine testimony, plunge int»
every revelry that carth can give, adorn yourselves with all that
wealth can buy, feast yowrselves with every deliency, quaft th-
sparkling cup, whirl in the joyons daner, give the 1ein to all yonr
hearts’ desire, still behold your hoveid king, the father of lies, the
murderer from the beginning, and remember you are his goods whaon
he keeps in peace.

BUT THE SAVIOUR IS STROXNGER THAN TUHIS STRONG MAN,

He eomes upon the usnepar, overenmes, disarms. ad spoils him,



