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trnes to break, away irom the stereo.
typic forms of the past. lu thjs
perhaps we sec a reasou why ducators
are s0 conservative lu matters ai true
rural educatior -the pragress ai which
has licen in this way uudoubtedly
checked. The fact that lu the past
educatiou w.îs looked upan as the
meaus of ittaiuiug culture led ta
serious errýr. in the forming ai aur
educational systems. Culture they
thought could only lie acquire<l hy a
studyoaithe cla-ýsics. This idea showed
itself lu the curriculum af aur Univergi-
tics, aur High Schaols, and eveu in
our rural schaols. until aur whole
systcm was away front the material
warld altogether. lu this caunectian,
Leake, a Canadian educatiaualist says:

"The conceptiou ai educatiau that
culture could be attaiued auly through
the gateway ai an intimate knowledge
ai classical kuowledge and literature-
was long unquestioned. '* Fartunate-
ly this idea is chauging far the 

t ietter.
Culture is laokcd upon uaw as more the
alîility ta think lu terms ai liue than
lu alistract knawlcdge. This is truc
culture for thaught must bc linked
with thiugs arouud us. Applying this
ta rural educatiau we sec how the cdu-
cation given iu country schools must
lie correlatcd with the thiugs the rural
youth cames lu daily coutact. It iu
lu this way that rural education serves
its truc purpose. Befare it becames a
living farce it must cease ta lie a dcad
tcxt-book griud, but must became
closcly kuit with the environment. the
lue, the actions ai the rural youth.
They must get e&i cation out ai the
thiugs the iarMer anti farMers' WiVe'S
are iuterestcd iu. and without this
caunectiou with the life of the cam-
miuuity aur schools arc g<îing ta educate
the boy away from the iarm.

Ta cncludc this poiut let me quate
front McKcever. Speakiug ai the way

teachers carry ou their work i rural
schools he notes, -- So long as we send
juta the district schools yoang teachers
who have been taught merely in the
common text book branches, and whose
training bas licen exclusively pe(lagogi-
cal, the practice of eriucatiiig the boays
away fram the farm will g" on. *

Uet us consider another defect lu our
rural education. At the present trne
our rural schaals do not fit the child ta
face life as it should. Grundtvig, a
noterd Danish educator, says in speak-
ing of aur educational systernt- Pres-
cnt day institutions have their faults
namely, that they embitter their stu-
dents dgaiust ord iuary work-a-dlay ac-
tivities sa that they lose ail desire ta
haudle tong, and plough and cau no
longer feed happy iu the ardinary man-
ual actis iiws. -

lu tl, -heu we see a grave fault lu
Our ational systern, and couse-
qucl .> if the education of the youth
from the farm is going ta be checlced
we must get away fram the idea
that the aim of educatjon is ta fit the
child or studeut for a life af case.
We must briug iu mare of the vocation-
al elemeut juta aur education, sa that
the student is iuspired ta fit himseli for
a life of action aud so that he will bc
qualified ta taire his proper place iu the
world af men. Setcure is the country
which realizes that honest toil lîy her
juhaltitants spelîs moral and national
strength. Chas. Saugstcr, a Canadian
paet, says:

lu every laud, the toiling haud,
Is blest as it deserves;

Nut so the race wha iu disgrace,
Frani honest labour swerves.

lu conclusion let me state that agri-
cultural and elementary education
should lie sa orgauizcd a~s ta cultivate
an intercst lu cauutry Iife ta lustil a
respect for the occupation ai agricul-
ture; to create a due regard for theearth
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