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HOME AND BOHOOL.

LESSON NOTES.
FIRST QUARTER.
STUPIRS IX JEWISH HISTORY,
B.C. 536.] LESSON VIIIL [Feb, 21.
Tuir SkooND TEMPLE,
Rera 1, 2443 8, 8-13, Commit to mem, v, 24,
GoLprN TrxT,

They praised the Lord because the founda-
tion of the house of the Lord was laid.—
Eara 3, 11,

CENTRAL TRUTH.

God disciplines, but never forsakes his
people.

DaiLy Rrapixas.

M. Ezxa 1, 1.8, Tu Fara 2, 1, 64-70,
W. Ezea 3, 1-18. Th, Enta 4. 124, F,
Rera 6. 1-17. Sa. Ezra 6, 1-22. Su,
Haggai 1. 1-16,

Dares.—The Jews returned from exile
B.C. 536, 'Lhe second temple was begun
May, 534, and completed after 19 years, in
March, 516,

PLACE.—Babylon and Jerusalem,

Runkrs —Cyrus, king of the Persian em-
ire, 558.520. He began as sole ruler of
gabylon in 536,

Ezra,—A Jewish scribe who lived in
Babylon, and came to Jerusalem for a time
80 years after the return,

Book or Ezra,—(1) It is a continuation
of Chronicles. {2) The first part was com-
piled by Ezra, the Iatter written by him,

Tug Carmiviry,—It began in 604, 5, and
lasted 70 years. It was caused by the
idolatry of the people. Their triuls in cap-
tivity rooted out idolatry forever from the
Jows; an scon as this was settled, they were
allowed to return. It produced a selected
stock with which to begin anew, for (1) the
beat of the people were made captives, and
(2) of these and their descendants the most
religious and heroic would return, The
captivity led to new study of the Scripture,
and better education in religion, and desper
spirituality.

Heres oviR Harp Pracks.—1, Jeremiah
o o o fulfilled=Jer, 25, 125 29, 10, The
Lord siirred up Cyrus—Probably through
Dauiel, who may have showed him the pro-
phecies of Isaiah (44, 26-28; 45, 1-4). 2.
Charged me.—See Isa. 44, ete. 4. Who-
soevrr remained—The heathen population
were to aid the return. Frecwill offering—
The vemels of the temple which Cyrus gave
(Bzra 1, 7-11).

Tae ReTorN.—About 50,000 people re-
turned (see Ezra 2, 1, 64, 65) with 8136
beasts of burden, They took withk them
5400 gold and silver vessclu of the temple (1.
7.11), Their leader was Zerubbabel of
David’s royal line. Their journey would
require more than four months (7. 9). On
their arrival they made a great offeriLg of
61,000 gold darics=$275,000, and 5000
minas of silver =§135,000.

8, Second month—May, 10, Irumpets—For
calling assemblies, like our church-bells, 11,
By course—Responsively. 12, Wept—Be-
cause there was little ho%)e of making as
beautiful a temple as the former one, The
temple was not complete for 19 years {6. 15).

Supseors ¥or SprorALl REeporTs,—The
captivity, its cause and length.—Its effect
on the people.~—The prophecy of Jeremiah
(25, 123 28 10),.—The prophecy of Isaiah
(44. 26-28; 45, 1-4),—Cyrus.—The proc'smaj
tion.~—Tne numbers who returned.—-The

ift of Cyrus (1. 7-11).—The journey fiom
%abylon to Jerusnlem.—The rebuilding of
the temple.—The delays and hinderances.

QUESTIONS.

Ixsmopucrony,—In what country did the
events of our last leswon take ‘slacer What
ple were captives here? Who was now
ing of Babylon? Who was Ezra? What
can you tell about the book of Ezra?

SuBJEOT : A GrREAT REVIVAL OF RELIGION.

I Tur Carrivity or Gon's PEoPLE.—
When were the children of Israel carried
captive to Babylon? Why did God allow
th?l evil to come upon them? (2 Chron. 36.
14.20,) What was the effect of this afllic-
tion on the peoplet How long did ths cap-
tivity last? (2 Chron. 86. 20, 21.)

1I. Gop MoviNG oN THE HxARTS or MEXN
(va, 1-4).—Who was Cyrus? What had been
foretold of him?! (isa. 44, 26-28; 4b, 1-4)
Was Daniel alive at this time? (Dan. 10. 1.)
May he have showed these prophecies to
Cyrus? What had Jeramiah foretold? (Jer.
25. 125 29, 10.) Had God been moving upon
tho hearts of the people? What proolama.

tion did Cyrus make?! Who were to hel
those who would go? What was Cyrua's
freewill offering? (1. 7-11.)

IIi. Tk RRTORN 10 THE PROMISED LAND,
—How many porsons returned to Judea?
(Ezra 2. 64, 65.) How many beasts of
burden did they take? (Kara 2. U8, 67.)
What treasures did they carry? (Mara 1.
g 191 ) How long was the journey?! (Hura
. 9.)

1V, RugvinpiNg Tux Housk or Gob {vs, |-

8-13),—What offorlag was made soon after
theirarrival? (2. 69.) When did they begin
to rebuild the temple? What was their firat
work? (3 2.5.) What were the ceremonies
of 1 ying the foundation? Why did tho
old men werp? Why did the younger re
joice? Were Loth right?! What glorgvdid
the old have that the new lacked? What
greatest glory came to the new? (Hag. 2.
7-9.) How long was it bofore the temple
was finfshed? (6. 16.) What two prophets
gave great aid?

PRAOTICAL SUGQESTIONS,

1. God has power over natlons and events,

2, God's promises will all be fulfilled in
due time.

3. When God’s people have learned the
lessons their trials are intended to teach, he
wili bring them again to peace and pros.

rity.

4. "I'hose who remain at home should give
freely to sustain thowe who go forth to
preach the Gospel,

5. The best power of song should be used
in the service of God.

6 Inall progress there are some things
to vegret, ax well ay much to rejoice in,

7, Let us build up the temple of God i
our hearts, .

REVIEW EXEKRCISE.

16, Where were the Jews in captivity?
Axs. In Babylon, 17. How long were they
captive? ANd. 70 vears, lo. What was the
effect of this affliction? Axs. It wholly
cured them of idolatry. 19. Who was
moved to aid their return? Axs, Cyrus, king
of the Persian empire. 20. How many re-
turned to Jerusalem? Axs. About 50,000,
21, What was their first work? Axs, To
rebuild the temple. .

LESSON 1X,
NEHKMIAR'S PRAYKR.
Neh, 1, 1.11,

B.C. 445.] [Feb, 28,

Committo mem, vs, 8, 9,
GoLvxx Trxwy,

Give us help from trouble; for rain is the
help of man,—Ps, 108, 12,

CxnrranL Tauen,
God helps his people in answer to prayer.
DaiLy Rrapinas,

M. Bora 7, 1-28, T. Kzra, 9, 1-15.
Neh, 1. 1-11. 7Th, Neh, 2. 1.20.
4, 1.23, Sa. Neh. 6.
1-19,

Datk,.—B.C. 445, 70 years after com-
pletion of the second temple, and 90 years
after the return.

Pr.ack.—Susa (Sushan), the chief capital
of the Persian empire, 250 miles emst of
Babylon. Daniel was here part of the time
(Dan, 8. 2), and Queen Eather lived here.

IneErvENING HisrorY.—The second
temple was finished B.C. 515 (sce 1as$ lesson).
Then comes an interval of 57 years, in which
occurred the story of Esther. Then Eura
the Scribe came to Jerusalem, B.C. 467,
with 1500 more men from Babylon (over
5000 including women and children) (Ezra
8. 1-20). He made great reforms.  After 15
more years Nehemiah went up to Jerusalom,
according to his prayer in this lesson.

Hrrrs oviR HARD Praons.—1. Chisleu—
9th month, Nov,-Dec, Twentieth year—Of
Artaxerxes, 2, Hananiah—Probably brother
of Nehemiah (Neh. 7. 2). 3. Walls broken
down—By Nebuchadnezzar, 140 years before
this. They had been partially rebuilt (Ezra
4, 12), and were deatroyed again (Eura
4, 8.24 ; Neh. 2. 11-18). 4, Certain days—
Three or four months, December to April.
(Compare cha. 1, 1 with 2, 1.) Fasted—(1)
to express his deep sorrow, and (2) to kee
the mind clear for devotions. 5, Terrible
God—To hix enemies, Able to overcome
them, Keepeth covenant—His promises to
them if the%would obsy. 7, We have dealt
corruptly-~Wickedly ; their wickedness was
the cause of their captivity (2 Chron, 36.
14173 Ezra 9, 13 Neh. 5. 1.7). 8. Ifye
transgrese, ete,—Lev, 26, 27.839; Deut, 28
45.52, 62.67. 9 Butifye turn—See Lev. 20,
40.45; Deut, 80. 1-10, 11, Cup-bearer—-One
of those who preased

W‘
F, Neh,
1-19. Su. Neh. 6.

the wine and brought § Jerusal

i it to tho king, It brought him in closo con

tact with tne king, and gave him great
power and wealth.

Supskers Por SexorAn Reronts.—The
intorvening history.~Nehomiah,—Thostata
of Judea at thig timo,~—The qualitivs of
true prayer found in the prayer of Nehemiah.
—How the good man could say *“we have
dealt corruptly,”—The answer to the prayer.

QUESTIONS.

InTROVUCTORY.—How much time inter-
venes betwo.n the last lesson and this?
\What were some of the events during this
time? 10 what date do we now como?
Who was king of Persiat What great men
lived about this time?

SuBIxor: A PRAYERR AND ITS ANSWKR.

1. Tk NEED OF PRAYER (vs. 1.3) —How
long was it since the Jews begau to return
to Jerasalem? Where did Nehemiah livo?
How did he learn about the state of things
in Judea?! What was the condition there?
(12 Kings 25, 10 ; Ezra 4. 8-24; Neh, 2, 11-

5.)

11, Tux SPIRIT OF PRAYER (V. 4).—What
was the effect of this report on Nehemiah?
In what other ways did he show his sorrow?
What is the meaning and ume of fastinz?
{Vhat does Christ say about fasting? (Mark
g.)29; Matt, 6, 16-18. (See alvo Matt, 4, 1,

IILI. THE CHARACTERISTICS OF HIS PRAYRR
(vs. 5-11).—(1,) ADoRATION. What qualities
does Nehemiah here ascribe to God? When
is God terrible? Meaning of ‘* that keepeth
covenant,” With whom? Who alone have
a right to expect his good gifta?

{2) ConrgssioN, Whose sins did Nehe-
miah confess? (va. 7, 8.) What were some
tlwf these nins? (2 Chron. 36. 14-17; Ezra 9.

(3.) PLeapiNg THX Promises. Of what
words of God were the present condition of
the Jews a fulfilment? (v. 8; Lev. 28. 27-
39; Deut. 28, 45-52, 62.87.) How would
the fulfilment of this give assurance that the
promises would also be fulfilled? What

romises had been made to them? (v, 9;

v. 26. 40-45; Deut, 30. 1.10.) Name
some of God's promises that we can plead in
prayer?

(4.) AsauraNck rroM ForMxr Mrroirs,
To what in their past history does Nehe-
miah refer? (v. 10; Ex. 12, 51; Jushua 3.
15, 16; Heb, 11, 32.34.) How do God's
former mercies give us assursnce in present
need ?

(6.) Prririon, What did Nehemiah ask
of God ? (v. 11; See chafi 2, 3.5.)

(6.) PerskvaraNce. How long did Nehe-
miah pray before the anawer came? (Com-
pere 1.1 with 2, 1. See Helps, v. 4.)

IV. Tar Answir.—How wax the prayer
firat answered?! (2, 1.6.) Through whom
did it come? What did Nehemiah do to-
ward the answer? (2. 7-9.) What did he
do when he urrived at Jerusalem? (2. 11.
15.) Should churches make a like examiua-
tion of thc needs around them?! How did
the people heln? (4 6,) In what way did
they work? (3. 28) What command of
Christ did they fulfil? (Chap, 4, 15.22),

Lxssons FROM NEHEMIAH'S PRAYZR,

1. There is need of much prayer on ac-
count of the sins and troubles of the world,
of the Church, of ourselves.

2, The only source of help is in God,

3, In the hour of need we should (1)
repent, (2) fast and consecrate ourselves, (3)

ray.

4. The qualities of true prayer are adora.
tion, contession, pleading the promises,
definite petitions, perseverancs,

5. The effectual, fervent prayer of tho
rightcous man svaileth much.

6. 'The answer may be delayed, but it is |,

au;e t’i";hcome.
+ The answer comes (1) by means of th
%)3? er, (2) by willio neu“tg'bdo our pnrt?
new consecration, (4) surveyis
the t?eld, (6) by each one doin 3,l':is put{l((ig)
by working each one againat lﬁn own house,
(7) in apite of enemien, (8) by watching as
well as working, (9) by the favour of God.

REVIEW EXERCISE.

1. Who was Nehemiah? ANs, A Jew of
the ot]f)tlvity, wnd cup-bearer to Art:,xerxes,
king of Persia, 2. What news did he hear
from Judea$ Axs That the people were in
ﬁ“t verty and distress, 3, What did

sheminh do? Ans, He wept, and fasted,
and prayed. 4. What werc the characteris-
tios of his prayer? Axs. Worship, confession,
faith, earnestness, and perseverance. 5,
How was his prayer aniwered?! Ans. He
was len.t to Judea, aud L.e built the walls of

m,

SUNDAY SGHOOL‘

REWARD BUOKS.

Noatly Bound in Closh and Illustrated,

e e ettt

Boys' Library of Travel and Ad.
venture,

—Almost a Hero,
—~Boyond the Himslayas,
~Castaways (The). By Captain Mayne
Reid.
—rank Redelifle,
~Gulliver's Travels. With Preface by
Robert Muckenzie,
-—In the Land of the Moouie. By Adhilles
Daunt.
—Lake Regions of Central Africa (The),
~—Lost in the Backwoods,
-~The Meadows Family,
-~Ralph’s Year in Russin.
—~'Th: ee Trappers (The).
-~Wrecked on a Reef ; or, Twenty Montha
in the Auckland 1alea,

Choice Sacred Poetry,

—Elijah, and other Poems. Gilt edges
—Euzekiel, and other Poems, Gilt edges
—Hymns from the Land of Luther. Gilt
edges.
-Songs of Many Seasons, By the Author
of the ¢'Schonberg-Cotta Family.”
Uil edges.

Golden Orown Series.

—Ada and Gerty. Gilt edges.
—Children of Abhotsmuir Manse. Uilt
edges.

~—Nelly's Teachers, and What they
Learned, Gilt edges.

Nature and Natural ﬁistory.

—~—Garden (The), the Woods, and the
Fields,

—Natural History for Young Folks,

—Science Gleanings in Many Fields.

Self-Rffort Series.

-Above Rubies: Memolrs of Christian

Gentlewonen,

—Amos Huntingdon,

-—Doing Good. By Dr. Robert Steel

—XREarly Choice (The). A Book
Daughters.

—ilarneat Men : Their Life and Work.

—Great Heights Gained by Steady Efforts

—Lives Made Sublime,

—~Noble Women of Our Time.

—Self-kffort; or, The True Method of
Attaining Success in Life.

~—''he Young Huguenots,

—Willing Hearts and Ready Hands; %
‘I'he Labours and Triumphs of Earu-
est Women,

or

Temperance Tales.

~By Uphill Paths,
~Everyday Doings.
—~Frank Oldfield ; or, Lost and Found.
—Lionel Frauklin’s Victory.
. ~Owen’s Hobby ; or, Strength in Wesk
Jess.
- 3ought and Saved.
~Tim’s Troubles,
-~True Hearts Make Happy Homes.
—~True to His Colours ; or, The Life that
Wears Best.
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