© 'I'is hard to toil, when toil is almost vain,

HOME AND SCHOOL.

;
Rest.
My feet ate wearied and my hands are tired—
My soul opprossed,
Al with desiie have 1 Joug desired
Rest —unly Reat

L barren ways,
"T1s hard to sow aud nevel garner gram
lu harvest daye.

The Lurden of wy days is hard to bear,
13ut Lod kuows beat ,
Aud T have pisyed—Dbut vain has been my
prayer— '
For Rest, sweet Rest.

"[is hard to plant 1n spring aud never reap
e autumn yidd §

"Tis Lierd to till aud waen "t tilled to weep
O'er nuiless held.

Aud so I ery a weak and human cry,
Su heart oppressed ,

And so I eigh a weak aud buman sigh,
Foi Rest—tor Rest.

My path has wound across the desert years,
Aud caics \ntest

My path, aud through the flowing of hot tears
1 pine tor Rest.

*Twas always 8o : when still & child 1 laid
Ou mother's breast

My weary little head—e'en then 1 prayed,
As now, for Rest.

And | am restless still ; "twill soon be o'er,
For down the West

Life's aun is setting, and 1 ses the shore
W here 1 shall Rest.

—Father Ryan.
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LESSON NOTES.
FIRST QUARTER.’

STUDIES IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES.
A. D, 30-33.] LESSON VIIL [Feb. 25.
ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA.
Acts §. 1-11.  Commit to memory verses 9-11.
GoLpex TEXT.

Lyiog lips are abomination to the Lord.
Prov. 12. 22

Cential TRUTH.
The hope of the hypocrite shall perish.
DalLY READINGS.

M. Acts 4. 29-37.
7. Acts 5. 1-17.
. Mait. 23, 18-39,

Th. Joshua 7. 1-26.
F. Acts 8. 13-23.
sa.  Rev. 21. 1-8, 27.
Su. Psalm 51, 1-19.

Tinz.—A.D. 80-38. Within two or three
years of the last lesson.

PrAcE.—Jerusalom.

CiRCUMSTANCES. — After the release of
Peter the Chuich prospeced.  The Christians
lived together as brethien, preached, taught,
helped the poor, rejoiced iu the Lor any
sold their property to give aid to the poor.
Among the number was Burzsbus, who ufter-
wards brcame the companion of Paul. Iu
contrast with him, and with the holy life of
the Church, an iustance of hypocrisy is given
in the case of Anpanins.

Hevips over HaRD PLACEs.—1. Ananias—
(grace of God) nothing is known' of him but
what is related here. Say%im-(u sapphire,
or beauty). Sold—Ostensibly to give to the
poor. 2. Kept back part—While pretending
to give it all (v. 8). Hu wife heiny privy to
—Mentioned to show that the sin was de-
liberately commitied. Laid & the aposties’
Jeet—Iu public, at & mecting, thus seckingto

in uotoriety as & c?mwmus man and & ssint.
5."1,». to the Holy Ghost—Because the offering
was made to God, rather than to man.

W Asle & remained—Undedicated to God.
No one compelied him to yive away his
mouey, 5. Gave wp the ghost—His spirit,
life. ~Peter did not kill him. It was the
direct st of God. 6. Buried Mm—The

state of the Church at this tiae, — Barnabas.
— Anantas and Sapphrea.— Lheir motive. —
Their sin.~— Lying —Hypociisy —Lyiug unto
God.— Thetr puntshwent.—~ The effect upon
the Chuich.
QUENTIONS,
InTRODUCTORY. —When did the eventa of
to-day's lessous occur ! What was the state
of thie Church at this time®  (Acts 4. 31-30)
w hat would have the eftect been 1fonly such
& preture had been handed down to us} Give
one example ot hetow selt-sacrifice. (4 30,
37.) What do you kunow of this Bainabas i
Sumikct : Hyrocrisy.

1. Ax Exanpre oF Hyroenisy (vs. 1-4).
—Who are mentioned 1u contrast with Bar.
nabas 1 Meaningol theit names?  For what
purpose did they sell their property 1 (4 34,
35.) What did they do with the money !
Mesuing of **laid it at the apostles’ feet’™ !
What was their motive, or what did they
seek to gain by this course T W hat was thewr
gin! How was 1t ** lyiug not unto men, but
unto God "t What shows thal the sin was
deliberate ? {va. 2, 7-8) Was the sin worse
on that account ! 1u what ways do people
commit this sin in our time? 1t we iy to
be Christiaus, but are not willing to gi-e up
all to Christ, do we keep buck part of the
pricet  Why is hypocrisy one of the worst of
sins!  What other sins are almost always
'{Lined with lying ! 1s lying a common sin!

what ways is Lhis sin oftenest committed
by young people t
2. Hypuckisy PUNISRED (vs. 5-10). —How
was Anamaa punished? Was this Peter's
act! Was the punishment too sevee for the
sin? What was done with Ananiast How
long after this did bis wile appear! What
did Peter say to her?! Her reply { What
betel her ! What is the punishment threat.
ened sgainst hypocrisy 1 (Job 8. 13 ; 15, 34,
Matt. 24 51.)° What is the pumabment of
lying? (Rev. 21. 8, 27.) Why is the pun-
ishwent so severe !
8. Tug Errects or THE PUNISHMENT
(v. 11).  What was the general effect of this
sudden pumshment? = What upou the
Church 1~ (v. 14.) Why this result ! Wlhat
upon those outside of the Church 1 (vs. 13,17.)
Why is such & story as this related ot the
early Churcht How isit & warmng? How
a comfort !

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS,

1. We must be either examples or warnings
to others.
2. in the best of wheat there will be some
chaff.
3. Lying proceeds from 1malice, cowardice,
or vamty.
4. Hypocrisy is sure to be detected.
. Sometimes the greaiest severity is the
atest mercy.
6. Christians should be afraid of sin, but
afraid of nothing else.
7. Siuners should be afra’d because they
have sinned.

Review Exescise.  (For the whole 8chool
in Concert.)
17. What trouble now arose in the charch?

Axs, Some hypocrites joined them. 18.
What did Anunias and Sspphira do?  ANs.

b They brought some money, vretending it was

all, while they kept back & purt. 19, What
wa their objeci ¢ ANs, That they might
seem better than they were. 20. How were
they punished ! Ans. They fell down dead ?
21 &hat was the effect?  ANw. Great fear
upon all, so that the Church was purified and
grew, and many others repented of their sius.

A.D.80.] LESSON IX. [March 4.
PERSECUTION RENEWED.
Acts 5. 17-88.  Commil to memory vs. 27-25,

GoLpeN Taxr.
We ought to obey God rather than men.
Acts 5. 29.
CxxtxalL TrUTH.

In vain do men opposathe Gospel of Christ.

DaiLy ReapiNgs.
M. Acts8. 1.26
T. Acts 5. 27-42.
W. Actsé, 1-21.
TA. Pueulm 142, 1-7.

Jews usually buried their deed the same day

they died. = 7, 8. His wife—Peter gave her
an opportunity of confession. But he did not

wait for her ¥+ know how her husband hed

died, for then her confession would have besn
11. Gresi awe. On the
chfrch—They feared to do wron and to be

hypoctites. Asmany as heard— thers feared
on mocount of thelr sins. Aud they frared to
join the dissiples upless shoy were resd

F. Acts 12, ]1.19.
Sa. Acts 16, 16-40.
Sw. Phil. 2. 1-18.
Traz.—A.D. 80-33. Soon after the last
lesnon.
PLAOE.— Jerusalem. Solomon’s Portice
sud the Hall of the Sanhedrin, both being
within the Temple cm 4
MBTANCE. = sudden i
of A punishment

Chriatians.

and Sepphirs not flied the
poople with awe a inenu.dwﬁlzgmw\hd

SupiEcrs ¥or  Spercial Revon s, —The ‘ the Claueli, but all ths exeited thie rulen to

stronger oppasttion, the results of which are
told th tu-day’s lesson.

HeLrs oy he HARD PLacka,—37. Then the
high pricst—Annas.  Kose up—From lus m-
activity into uction,  They that were with
hum—in sympathy, He waus i Sudducee, and
the Sadducess Jomed with him i this attack.
For all that thy apostles had done was in di-
tect opposition to ther doctiines that theie s
wo tuture life, no spint, no angel 19 The
angel ypened the doors—Thiy was D) e ditect
ovetthrowing of the Sudducees’ beliet ; (2
Encouragement to the disciplen , (3) A warn-
g to the rulers. 20, In the temple—The
telple area, probably Solomon’s Poreh (v.12.}
21, Senat- —Samo as council, all the couuncil.
24 Uaptan of the temple—Chief of the band
of Levites who guatded the temple.  Where-
wnlo this would grow—What would be the
results, how many people would believe, and
what might become of thewr religion. 28.
Straiy—3tiictly.  Fulled Jerusilem—A tes.
timony to the suctess of the aposties. 32
W are his wibnessea--They bore witnoss to
what they had seen and heard,—Christ’s
words, wiracles, resutrection, nughty works,
chauged lives, experienced blessedneas.  Svo
.3 also the Holy Ghost—By the wonders of
Pentecost, aud miracles of healing and cou-
version of souls by the power of the Holy
Ghost.

Suusikcrs ror Special  Reports.—The
sudducees, —Way opposed to the apostles. —
The apostles’ release.— lhe Hnll\wdlill. -
Peter's detence.—The exaltation of Christ,.—
The witnesa of the apostles.—The witness of
the Holy Spirit,

QUEKTIONS.

INTRODUCTORY.—What event had just
made a groat inpression on all classes? Its
effect on the people1 (5. 13.) Ita effect on
the Chuich 1 (5. 14.) Its effect on what
classes do we study to-day !

SupsrcT : Vain Errorrs To OPPOSE THE
GosyrrL

1. THEY ARE VAIN BECAUSE GOD 18 ON THE
81pE oF THE GosPEL (vs. 17-24.—Who was
high priest 1 Of what sect was he! Why
were the Sadducees especially opposed to the
truths of the Gospelt How did they show
their indignation | Where were the apostles
imprisoned 1 How were they relessed | How
did this very Act confute the Sadducees!
How does it show that God was on the side
of the Gospel ! What argument did Gama-
liel use of this kind bLefore the Sanhedrin?
(Acts 5. 34-89 ) Were they fighting againat

God1 Waus it possible for thew to_succeed !
Who were gatheied together early in the
morning ! What did they ind?  What were

the rulers afraid of 1 (v 24.)

2. Because THE ProrLE WANTED AND
NEEDED ToE GuspeL (vs, 20, 21, 20-28).—
Where did the apostles go ax soon as they were
telensed 1 What would the ralers think of
this, What did they preacht Why! Do
the people need the Gospel 1 What has it
done tor them 1 Huw does the fact of this

need give confidence in the success of the
Gospel 1 Why ware the rulers afiaid of the
people?t How had the apostles ‘‘brought

this man's blood upon the rulers” ! What
testimony to the success of the Gospel at that
time is found in verse 281

8 BecAUSEJESUs CHRIST 18 A PRINCE AND
A SAVIOUR (v, 29-32).—How did Peter re-
ply? Was he rifzht in obeying God rather
than msn?! Why! With what did he
charge the rulers?” What had God done in
opy)ositiun to them? In what sense is Christ
a Prince? Phil. 2. 9.1). Eph. 1. 19-21.
Rev 17. 14. Dan. 7. 13, 14.) - What does
he do as & Savicur ! How does Jesus ** give
repentance "1 Cau we be forgiven without
repentance ! Of what were the upostles wit-
nesses? Of what are we witnesses? How
did the Holy Sjurit bear witneas to thee
things! (Acts 2. 1.4, 41-46; 4. 14, 18)
How does he bear witness :ow ! (Jolin 16, 8.
Rom. 8. 14-16. Acts. 2. 4. Gal. 5. 22, 28.)
To whom does God give the Holy Spiriv?
(v. 82. John 14. 18, 17.) What wau the
result of this trial before the S8anhedrin ¢

PaavTIiCAL SUGGESTIONS.

1. God is ever ready to defend aud deliver
his people.

2. God is wiser and stronger than all our
enemies.

8. God delivers us from tronble that we
may serve him more faithfully.

4. True religion does right, regardless of
t.h; w‘t‘l?}quonceu.'ﬂ

3 a man will take oare of the

God will take oare of him.” right,

6. “Thers is no having Christ for & Se-
viour, unless we sre willing to take him s
our Prinoe.”

7. Whare there {s repantence, there is alse
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