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PLEASANT HOURS.

THE BEAUTIFUL LAND AND IT8
SENTHRY ORIM

<Fp' IERE Is & land of immortals—
Y) Tho beautiful of lauds ;
Beaide its aucient portal
A rentry grimly stands ;
He only can undo it,
And open wido the door ;
And nortals who puss through 1t
Aro inortals never more.

That glorious ]and {s Icaven,
And death the sentry grim ;

The Lord therofore has given
The ovcnl:f keys to hun ;

And ransomed spirits sighing
Anud sorrowful for sin,

Pass through tho gate in dying
Aud freely enter in.

Though dark and drear tho passago
That lcadeth to tho gato,
Yot gisce attends the messago
T'o souls that watch and wait ;
And at tho time appointed
A messenger cojnos down,
And guides the Lord's anointed
From cross to glory's crown,

Their sighs are lost in singing ;
They'ro bleased 1n their team ,
Their journey beavenwanl winging,
They leave on carth their fears.
Deoath like an angel sceming,
Th“i“i‘o wcltolmolthoc l;' they cry ;
eir faco with glo eaming,
*Tis lifo for thl;mr{ogdlc. 8
—Canadian Aethodist Magazine,
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ON THE LOOK-OUT.

HE picture on the previous
page will be looked at again

and again, many times over.
‘What a wide-awake, sharp
looking man he is! Look at his oyes!
As the brecze is freshening he holds
his cap, and peers away into the dis-
tance ; and should an object, however
small, heave in sight, you'd see him put
tho spy-gless to his eye in an instant,
end by its aid he would cndeavour to
satisfy himself respecting it. A good
look-out at sea is & necessity, if colli-
sions aro to be avoided; and, when
nearing the land, making the barbour,
or sailing up or down a river, without
a good lcck-out, accidents aro sure to
occur, Qur  lock-out” is noné of your
dosy, afterncon kind of people, He
might truly say, ¢ This one thing Ido:
I keep a good lcok-out.”
‘What tronble comes of not kesping
a good look-out. Some young people
livo for the present, and for it alone;
or, if they are, by some strange com-
bination of circumstances, led to think
of the morrow, they say, with lament-
able levity, ¢ Tomorrow shall be as
this day, and much more abundant.”
“The prudent man foresesth the evil,
and hideth himself ; tho simple passeth
on, and is punished.”
It is the duty of every one to keep
a good look-out, Before embarking in
any enterprise, count the cost; in its
prosecution keep a good look-out, so
that pothing that prudence and skill
can do, shall be lacking,

We are sailing in troubled waters,,

more or less of danger is around us.

¢¢ Rocks of Pnde on either hand,
And quiokrands of despair.” °
‘We must needs keep a good look-out.

* Watch and pray, lest yo enter into
temptation.” Moses said of his people,
“O that thoy were wise, that they
understood this, that they would con-
gider their latter end.” Latter end!
Yes, look to the end. Ask, how will
this end? “There is & way which
seemeth right anto a man, but the end
thereof are the ways of death.”

Keep a good look-out.

If we aro safely sailing to the.baven

we love, there are many thousands

floating about on spars and planks;
othern bave not yet left tho fastsinking
or burning ship, while others are stowed
in somo frail boat. The only hopo of
each and all is, that somo fricndly sail
will sco *hem, bear down upon thom,
and rescuo them. Keop a good look-
out—acan woll the horizon-—let no flag
of dintross escape your notice. KExP
A GOOD LOOK-OUT.— Ensign.

OURSUNDAY-SCHOOL PAPERS.

ITH the opening of the
schools in the spring, thero
has come a regular “*boom”
inour Sunday-school papers

Never havo wo rescived 80 many ordors

at this season of the year as during the

last month. Instead of our now paper,

Home and School, pulling down the

circulation of PLEASANT Houns, it seems

to have actually helped it. It is far
ahoad of what it ever was before, and
that of lome and School has surpassed
thomostsanguineanticipations, Indeed,
somo think the latter rather the better
paper of the two. We intend to make
each as good a8 we possibly can. The
success which has attended oui efforts

good thing is given them, and will
loyally respond and heartily patronize
the periodicals of our own Church.
We know of no Church in Christendom
which furnishes for its schools so much
good reading, saturated through and
through with religious, temperance,
migaionary and patrictic sentiment, as
the Methodist Church of Canada. Most
of the great American Churches give a
four-page paper, jusl half the size of
ours, for the same price ; and those few
which give as much reading charge a

generous patronage of all our schools
which will enable us to develop the
Sunday-sohool literature of our Church
a8 we earnestly desiro to see it de-
veloped, and that patronage we con-
fidently expect in a still larger measure
to receive.—Banner.

@

THE HOME COLLLEGE SERIES.

@M R. VINCENT whose whole
4 energies seem to be devoted

to the work of diffasing

popular Christian Education,
has devised & new method for carrying
out this result. This plan which we
judge will be very sucessful, he thus
diecribes :—

“The ‘Ths Home CQollege Series’
will contain one hundred short papers
on a wide range of subjects—bio-
graphical, historical, scientific, literary,
domestic, political, and religiour, In-
deed, thereligioustone will characterize
all of them. They are written for
overybody—for all whose leisure is
limited, but who desire to use tho
minutes for the enrichment of life.

“These papers contain seeds from the
best gardens in all the world of human
knowledge, and if dropped wisely into
good soil, will bring- forth harvests of
beauty and value,

* They are for the young—esyecially
for young people (and older peaile t00,)
who are out of the schools, who are
full of ‘business’ and ‘cares,” who are
in daoger of reading nothing, or of
reading a sensationnl literature that
i8 worse than nothing.

“ One of the papersa week read over.
and over, thought and talked about at
‘odd times,” will give in-one year a

showa that our achools know when a

great deal more for it. It is only the |

lootual quickening, worth oven more
than the mere knowledge acquired, a
tasto for solid reading, many hours of
simplo and wholesome pleasuro, and
ability to talk intelligently and help-
fully to one’s friands.

¢ Pagtors may nrganize ¢ Home Col-
lego’ classes, of ¢Lyccum Reading
Unions,’ or ¢Chautauqua Literary
and Sciontifie Circles,’ and help the
youung people to read and think and
talk and live to worthier purpose.

* A young man may have his own
littlo ‘college’ all by himself, road this
sorios of tructs one after tho other,
(thero will soon bo ono hundred of thom
ready,) examine bimsaelf on them by
the ¢Thought-Outline to Help the
Memory,’ and thus gain knowledge,
and, what is better, a love of know-
ledge.

‘“And what a young man may do in
this respect, a young woruan, and both
old men and old women, may do.”

The series consists of neatly printed
16 page 12mo tracts, with tinted cover
and outline questions on the text, and
cost only five cents each.

The subjects, so far, are—Carlyle,
Wordsworth, Longfellow and Irving,
by Dr. D. Wise: Rome, Egypt and
England, by Rev. J. I. Boswell ; the
Sun, by Rev. O. M, Westlake, and
Politicil Economy, by Dr. Steele,

‘We wish that ten thousand Canadian
boys and girls—from seven years old
to seventy—would begin to read these
books. .

“THE BOY IS FATHER TO THE
MAN.”

@F the duke of Wellington could

say, ‘“The victory of Waterloo
commenced at Eton,” it might
be said of the little Scotch boy
who trudged a mile and a half daily to
the school at Perth that he then began
bis march to the chair of lord chief-
justice of England. Indomitable per-
severance marked him oven then.

Before he was ten years of age Wil-
liam Murray, the future “silver-tongued
Mensfield,” was noted for great dili-
gence und close application to bis
studies. It is recorded of him that he
never failed in recitation, never re-
quired punishment for remissness in
behaviour or in lessons, and was usu-
ally at the head of his class. His re-
markable cleargess of intellect and
command-of language was manifested
very early.

WE regret that the limited. space in
the Banner will not permit us to give
the number of teaching hints; methods
of study, of school management and the
like, that we would wish, Butin our
new Sunday-school paper, Home and
School, we have abundance of 8 and
give the cream of all the Sunday-school
exchanges that come under our notice,
Teachers will find this very helpful.
We hope that schools that do not take
it for the scholars will at least order
enough to supply each teacher. Only
25 cents per copy per year, .

WE had reason to consult the To-
vonto Uity Directoty to-day and were
surprised to find the following propor-
tions ot names, They are notcounted
one by one, but computed-at so many
on a page. Hunter’s, 70; Wilson's,
144; Smith's, 280 ; Brown’s, 144;
Thompson's, 168 ; Robinson’s, 96. The
iroportance of giving the street and
number in an address is obvious.—

vast fu‘nd of information, an 3intel-

Ev. P. H.

THE OLD CONJUROR.
BY REV. A, E. GREEN, DRITISH COLUXDIA,

N old conjuror named *Ulu.
] cheat " living at Kit-hioks has
long been the terror of the
poor superstitious people. He
professed to bo able to kill or cure by
sorcory, and in this way extorted much
property from tho Indians. This last
fasl he was heavily fined at Port
Simpson by the magistrate for extorting
money by sorcery. Two wecks ago
this old conjurpr came to the DBfission-
house, and asked to spesk with me,
Several of our Christian natives were
in tho room while he spoke to us as
follows:—*¢ Bring me the food of Jesus!
Iam filthy! Iam bad! I am come to
tha fountain! Help me! help mel
Long I have worked for the Devil.
Long my heart has been troubled!
Now I am come to Jesus for reat.
When a little child bas lost its father
and mothor, and its home, it cries
in great trouble. Anyone who may
seo the lost one takes it by the hand
and leads it to its father. Xead me;
X am lost! Lead me to my Father.
You know God, take my hand, lead
mo to Him. I want Him to forgive
me and give me a new heart.” 'We
pointed him to th2 Lamb of God, and
our native Christians prayed earnestly
with him. The following evening in
meeting he 8aid, “I feel strange to-duy!
I feel liko a little bird beginning to fiy!
The weight is gone from my heart.
My trouble seems ali gome! Last
night I could not sleep; I wanted to
sing. I feel that I belong to Jesus!”
This man was simply dreaded by the
natives, but the power of God bas
reached his heart. He tells the
people that he bhad no power to ill
wish them, but his bad heart wanted
their property, and so he professed
himself & conjuror to get it. Now he
ir returning the things so taken to
their owners. The other day he came
up to the house, and coming in the
inner room, he said, ¢ If ever I came
up to this héuse when X wes doing the
devil's work, I used to feel ashamed,
and go sat down just inside the door,
but to-day I come right in for I am
washed in the blood.”—Outlook.

I AM COMING, EEEP LOOKING

LITTLE girl who was playing
near the edge of a precipice,
suddenly felt the ground give
way beneath her fest, and before she
had time to spring back to a place of
safety, had slipped over the brow of the
abyss. With the instirct of despair,
and that love of life implanted in us
all, she matched at the grass and tall
weeds within her reach, Her little
fingers dug deep into the ground, and
stayed her downward course. ‘There
she hung, suspended in the air, - Mo-

ments seemed ages, until she heard:a -

voios, which sounded very far off, say-
ing in a firm encouraging tone. - ¢ Xam
coming; keep looking up !” Instinctive-
1y she obeyed ; she never glanced down-
wards, but olung faster to her only
chance of safety. Again the voice—
this time nearer—spoke hopefully : «X
am coming; keep looking up |” In.an-
‘other moment. two strong hands -had
gseized -her own'in a-firm clasp, and she
felt hernelf drawn gently and cauntiouvsly
upward, Then she was lifted into great

loving arms, and-closed her eyes upon |

her ﬁther’s_bmst.—'-chfism at Pork.




