THE TEMPLAR QUARTER

truth to practical, coqiciete affairs.

The Canadian organ of the groat
Methodist  church, “The Christlan
Guardian,” has now for Its editor Rev.
A, C. Courtice, B.D.,, who assumed
cditorial control in June. He has com-
pletely changed the policy of the paper
with regard to Its attitude on Prohl-
bition, and he declares that the journal
Wwill be aggressive in Iis advocacy of
ihe principles lald down by the Geneml
Conferenice  with respect to Temper-
ance and P-ohibition.

The Tost case, as it is popularly call-
¢d, belng the appeal from the Supreme
Court of Canada to the Privy Council,
on a Series of questions jointly submic-
ted by the Ontarlo and Dominton Gov-
eraments respecting the right of the
Provinces to prohibit the llquor trafile,
has been heard before the law lards of
the Empire, and judgment will pro-
baply be known within a few months.
J. J. Maclaren, Q.C.,, and Richard H.
Haldane, Q.C., M.P,, argucd the case
for the Province of Ontarlo, clahming
that the Provinclal Legislature pos-
sessed the power to entlcely prohibit
the =ale of strong drink. Edward
Blake, Q.C., M.P., and Wallace Nes-
Wit reprosenied the Browers and Dis-
tillers, and E. L. Neweambe and H.
W. Lockins represented the Dominion
of Canada.

It expressions dropped by the mem-
bers of the Privy Council during the
argument are any jndication,
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the  Qecision of the Supreme
Conrt will be sustained. This 13 that
reatrictive legislation %8 within the
jurisdiction of Provinclal Leglislatures,
but that Prohlbition is vested in the
Dominion Parllament. Such a decision
will Jusiify the policy of the Advanced
Prohiblitionigts, who demand National
Prothubit.on, aad insist that the final
battle must be fought in the Federal
arena.

Such a declgion will also mean 3
complete overhaullng of the License
Law of Ortarie, popularly known as
the Crooks Act. The Ontario Govern-
ment practically promised that ime-
portant amendments and increased re-
sirictlons would be adopied immediate-
Iy follow.ag the decision of the Privy
Council, If that decision did not make
it clear that the Provinces had
the power to cntirely prohlbit the
traflic in sireng drink.

———— -

1t is gratitying to learn that Sir Wil-
itam Vernon Harcourt, who iatroduced
Local Veto in the late British Parlla-
ment, and was defeated by ‘beer and
the Bidle” in Dorby, has jus: been re-
turned for West Monmouin by a ma-
Jonity of 7,243. Sir, Willlam, notwith-
standing his experience in Derby, per-
sisted In declaring in his specches In
West Monmouth that temperance was
still the chlef plank {n his platform.

.

LY.

THE MINORITY REPORT.

What the Rev. Dr. McLend Found and
Recommends to Canadians.

Though e cvidence taken by the
Royal Cummissioners, fllling six large
volumes, was printed and laid before
BPartiament nearly four months agy,
tae {mjorlty and  minority reports
subm:_ucd to the House on April 24th
aml 25th, vespectively, have only now
teached tne country, notwithstanding
the promise of the Hon, M. Foster,
vn 3rd June last, in reply to Mr. Flint,
i“'i" that the reports yould soon ap-
yodar

To mec. a demand we publish the
falawing condensation of the synupsis
of Dr. McLeod's minoriiy wepor., glven
io the pubtic_at the time of ls pre-
sentation to Parliament:

“There Is no room for difterence of
apinion .n regard to tee fac: that in-
temperance ana s Inevitable train of
harmful consequences consiitute one
of the most formidable evils that
afllict socleiy, diminish the wealth ot
he country and impede the progress
of c.vilization. The fact 's universally
admiited. In Canada, us {n oier
lands, Intemperance s the prolific
cause of pauperism, discase, fnsanity,
‘dioey, eXeessive mortality and crime,
with all tae suffering and sorrow which
aitend these conditions.”

“Whataver evidence rela.lng to pau-
perism was heard In the courve of the
Commission's  Investigations in  the
Unlied States was in agreement with
tne foregoing statements that nearly
all of . is traceable, directly or In-
directly, (o Intemperance.'

“A majority of medical men unhesi-
tatingly endorse {otal abstinence zs
safe. Many clalm that it Is essential
o 91e fullest degree of physical health.
All .be evidence obtainable goes o
show that heavy drinking is universal-
ly condemned, and also that thece IS
& growing lendency among medical
men to discountenance even what is
known as moderate drinking.'

“Replles to questions sent by the
Commission to the physioians and life
Insurance companles in Canada sug-
gest the physlcal evils resulting from
strong drink. “Of 1,355 Canadian physi-
cians 1,068 sald that the general health
would be Improved by total atstin-
cnoe. Of 1,340 who gave deflnite ans-
wer to -4 question about wmoderate
drinking 901 satd the use of intoxi-
cants, even in modera.lon, I8 injurious
to health and to an active condition of
body and mind. Of 779 physiclans a
large majority said that the use of In-
toxicants incrcases the numhesr of the
Insane.”

The dactor quotes the Hon. Mr. Fos-
er's staltement in Parliament in 1885
that 3,000 deaths per year mlight safely
be set down to llquor in Canada. Vice
and crime engendered by strong drink
is also very Tully set forth and sus-
tained by cxiracls from the evidence.
“From 1882 to 1892 inclusive the num-
ber of conviets in the Dominlon was
383,459, Of these 133,371 were for drunk-
enness, and probably not one-third
af those who drink to drunkenness
ever appear in these records.”

A conservative c¢stimate of the
amount pald annually by ‘the con-
sumers of liguor In Canada s placed
al $40,000,000. The cost of pri ons, loss
of labor and misdirected efforts should,
Dr. McLeod thinks, De added 'to .he
expenditures on account of the traffic,
and he therefore makes the following
estimate:

“Amount pald for liquor by con-
sumers, $39,579.854; value of grain, cte.,
destroyed, $1,889.765; cost of pauperlsm,
$3,149,097; loss of productive labor, $76,~
232 000; 10ss through mor:allly vaused




