16

THE TRUE KNIGHT.

Another feature has not only crept in, but has
«come rapidly to the front—one which was only
secondary in the minds of the founders; a feat-
ure which for its maintenance depends wholly
upon dollars and cents, requiring that what is
due should be promptly paid or the debtor
punished, and which, if we will only stup to
think, is to a large extent the raison d'etre of
every refusal to communicate the Semi-Annual
Password. and of every suspension and the ben-
eficiary feature.

A large majority of the rank anrd file of the
Order, and many. too, 1in high places, have be-
come so accustomed to the system of benefits
that they are shocked and horrified at any sug-
gestion that this system be stopped. They pre-
dict a large decrease in membership. They
contend that benefits have been held out to many
as an inducement to join the Order., point to
the Order's wonderful growth as proof that this
inducement has taken well, and argue that it
would be bad policy to destroy a bridge which
‘has carried us across so many dangerous places
in the past.

These members are sincere in what they say,
and hence it ig very important that we approach
this question in the right spirit, and with a
great dezl of care. They shouid be made to
understand at the very outset that those who
view this matter differently from themselves,
are not oppescd to these benefits per se, but
.are opposed to their being made the most prom-
inent feature of the Order, and so having the
laws of the Order so shaped that a lodge may
pay them and still 1emain financially solvent.
They hold that the Order of Knights of Pythlas
is first and feremost a fraternal organisation—
that friendship and goodfellowship are its cor-
ner-stones, and that to them e¢veryvthing of a
‘beneficial nature should be subordinate.

Whenever this question comes up for discus-
sion the mistake is generally made of arguing
it from a subordinate lodge standpoint—mem-
‘bers discuss whether or not to pay benefits will

ORIENTAL. HOTEL

HARRY EDWARDS, Muanager.

The Oldest Established Hotel in the City.
Accommodation for 150 Guests,

THE MOST GENTRAL AND POPULAR RESORI

Frirst-class Table.
[Pree "Bus meets all trains and boats.

Rates $1.00 per Day and Upwards.

308 Water Street, opposite Hudson's Bay Store.

VANCOUVER, B.C.

Fall bnderwear...

IN GREAT VARIETY.
Prices $1.50 per Suit up.

Give us a call and examine these.

G. H. Mouat & Co,

Granville Street.

Santa Claus...

with a bhox of our celebrated

¢ Kurtz’s Own ”’
¢¢ Kurtz’s Pioneers’ or
¢¢ Spanish Blossom *?

Cigars

Men, in

Pioneer Cigar Factory

Brings many presents and happiness to young and old

Wives and Sweethearts, if you want to make
your husband or future husbund happy, present them

They arc made of the very best Tobacco and by Union

KURTZ & CO’S.

148 Cordova St., Vancouver, B.C.




