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the iway itùo the sniail room, wl'bere sat his
moîhier braiding lier mats to a chicerful songof
lier son's making, and ier tre messenger in-
formet he bard, wiîii mutch circumstance anti
cernony, that in eonscqticnce of the pressing
suit of Kwonfootsc, tic eraperor hiat becin
picas.-d 10 grant to, the gifrcd Le-pibi, thc rank
expresseti by thc cap borne upon thc ve!vet
cushion, and that, as a noble of the Celestial
Empire, hie was now a match for the incomn-
parable Taya. Furtbernîore the condescend-
in,- Kwonfootse hadl secretly arrangeti the
cereniionia-l for the bridai, andi Le-pihi was coin-
mandeto m0 nit, the led hor:;e anti conie np
with hlis car) andi goid bail to bc made forth-
wiîii supreniely linppy.

Anl indcffinab!e exprcssaon stole over the fea-
t4urcs of the poct as ho took ui) UIl cap, and
plaini it, on his hcati, stocod raiy before lus
mouluer. The olti daie looketi nt Iiun a mo-
ment, and the icars startid Io lier cyes. In-
starutly Le-pibi plucketi il, off and flung Itonthe
%vaste hcap nt hcer side, throwing Iiiistif on
bis knecs be-fore lier in the saine brcaîbi, and
begging, licr forgiveness for bis siiy jest.

"Take back your batibie to Kwonifootsc !'
lie saiti, rising proudly to lus feet, "'anti tel]
him that the emperor, to, whom 1 know hov
to, excuse myseif, Crin casiiy make a poct int
n noble, buthle cannot inake a niobleinto apoet-
The maie bird docs flot barrow-. its brighier plu-
mage frorn iLs mate, andi she who maries Le-
Pibi will braiti rushes for ]lis motber!"

Asionisicd, indecti, %vcre the ncig"hbours,-,vlo
hati icarnedti hc crrand of thc messcngecr from
his attendants vrithout, 10 sec thc crest-.illin
mnan corne forth negain wvitlb his cap anti cushion.
Asionisiiet muchi more werc they, ore the gay
cavalcade wcre %vcii out of sight, ta sc Lec-pib,
appear witli bis merry countenauce anti pie-
bejan cap, nti, mounittng bis old horse, trot
briskly away, sieki e in hiand, to the rn-rshcs
The d5sy passeid in iwondcring and gassip, Inter-
ropteti by the entrance of onc pe:rson to tbc
bouse wbile the old dame ivas gone vralî bier
mats ta the market, but shie-rcturned dîîlv bc-
fore sseanti went in as usual Io preparc
Supper for bier son.

Thc lasi beams of day vWcT on the tops or
the pagodns whcru L-p*àli rctuirneti, vraling

bcs.de blis lic-.vy-ladce. bcast, andi sngr.ng a
mierrsorg. Ho thrcw off liî:s rushecs atIllue
doGr and eaîercd, but bis ý - vas nbrupijy
cheaketd, for a fennale sal ona l ow stat by bis
molher, stooping oevr n hafbaddmal, andi
the next momient, tihei~hn T.-ia liflecil lin
Il-i brimnîîing tyes anti g.izz ai htm Nwîîh sý.

lent but îuieadîtug love. INov, at iasî, tule trL-.
merrituient anti soif- respecting confîd-îîcý rq
Le-pibi werc overerome. I-is eyes grewv iluslitj
and lîsisrîbtdwithiotutuerance. Wiv,
bath lits bantis pressed onia~s beating lit art. L
stootigazîng on tue lovel-y Taya.

"Ai!'- ci ted tue oid dame. ,%vio set witli fold.
cd bantis ard smijitg face, look-ingon at.a srenit
sue tid nuaL quite îîndersiand, thougbh it -at
bier IpîCesurc, a-Ail! tis iq a wife for iy bar
sent froni licaven! No liatiglity iiiendarirà'
dangbîter she! no proîtid inix, to feul iM lot..
wviîi the son and despise the inother! Lei
thiîen keeit thecir stnart caps atît gîft-borsc-s fi,,
thiose wbocati bebouglît at sucbprice-s! -'d
son is a noble by tlle gift of biis Maker-betic
thian an cnîperors gaiti bail! Corne ta y.az
Fupper, Lc-pili! Corne, iny sweet daugbîer!*

Taya placet becr finger on bier uip, anti Lc-rà
* ai-c-et îlint, thc moment wlas flot yet coîule:ý
cnltighîcn lis motber as to ii quaiity of lez
gucat. She was zuot longy in ignorance, how-
ever, for before tlîcy cotîlt seat Uiemseh'cs- z:
table, tbere was a loud kanocking at the dooi.
andi beforc te olti dame cotîlt hiess herseif, ai
officer erut--ed anti arresteti the daîîghter cf
Kwonfoorse by naine, and Le-pili andi bis 'a>
Iller et thc sanie lime, anti there ivas no di-
îîiissing tliixess-enger now. Off tbeyrmardi-
cd, am,.d the sulert consternation andi pity ai
the neigbbours-not îowvard the palace of ju.-
tice, biowcver, but to tlle palace of fl'e enîpLeror.
wherc blis majcsty, to0 save ail chances of ms-
take, c-hase Io se the poet wevdded, anti £;
hiucii'f at the bridai feaist. Tang bati a i--
maîuî:c licar;, fat anti voluptuous as lie a
anti tue cti af bis favour ta Le-pib aund Tayu3
%vas Ille endi of blis L'fe.

i: v-ho, fetlIsa truc friendship for a-noihaz
inlusi. ant thc sanie tine, lovce UIc object of hiý
regar d; but il tocs flot tbercefore follow t.z:
lit who loi-cs. îs a i-cal friend. Hcnce, fr.cri
siîip i.s productive a'f good, but lo-ce doc-sq fru-
qîteî-îtly produlcve.ryopposîceecîs. Iîscs
pcciali.yI the ricw-kcir scx, a maîîu-r of par-
niour't umpartance tù bc nbie to dis cim;rna:r
hectween tha t puire. ;nuuine, clisinîecrcsted fri-c.i
-sbip, which is indigci.ous only inii tpriglît. i.-

noitrable m-.tdl, -ind of which Uic objici 1., :
promote tbicir wcifarc anti il-ppines anth,--a
deîc-.:tbe pzeszicn, ilhet ,:zliish ]ow, îh~
%vouid scieii thax. liappiness ta prcmoie .

on ends-ils oum-n cIfish atfcto-


