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According to previous announcement, the pro-
covdings in connection with the Aunual Mecting
began on Friday evening, June ath, with a wer-
mon, It was eapected that Bro. A. P. Cobb, of
Decatur, 1L, would have preached, but as he
was unfortunately detained in Guelph, by illness,
Bro. Sheppard came to the rescue and delivered
a fine discoursc.

On Saturday morning the delegates assembled
to attennd to business, It was found that there
was n large representation, some coming from
the most distant parts of the Province. ‘The
names of the delegates and the churches they
represented will be found in another place.  “The
meeting was opened by devotional exercises,
‘Fhe annual business meeting of the “Wellington”
Co-operation was then held, the l’rcsidu\t, Hugh
Black, in the chair.  The Secretary, 1. W, l\:l‘
gour, read the yearly report of the work done
during the past year, calling attention particularly
to the work done in Muskoka, Bro. Crewson
also made some remarks in regard to his labors
in that district.  ‘The Evangelists, "I\ L. Fowler
and Geo. Munro, also made short verbal state-
ments.  The financial statement was then read,
and referred to an auditing committee,

‘The meeting was then organized to consider

‘the question of uniting the two Co-operations,

Hugh Black being appointed Chainman, and
Geo. J. Barclay Secretary,  As it was then about
noon an adjournment was made for an hour.
After lunch the business of the Ontario Co.
operation was taken up, James Lediard, the
President, in the chair. Their Evangelist, C.
. Martz, fead his report covering bis seven
months’ labor; he gave a detailed account of
his labors and bis travels, and made sundry
suggestions in regard to the more effective method
of carrying on the work in divers places. H.'I.
Law read the financiar report, which having been
referred to a committee for examination, Hugh
Black resumed the chair, -and the question of
union was taken up.

It was suggested that a poll of the churches
represented should be taken on the question.
It was found tnat all the churches represented,
outside of Wellington County, were in favor of
the union ; only one of the Wellington Churches
gave an cxpression of opindon, and that was
adverse, At this stage it seewmed to be taken
for granted by the large majority of those present,
that there was now nothing to be done but to
give cffect to the amalgamation, and make
arrangements for the carrying on of the work for
the coming year. ‘The representatives of the
old Co-operation, however, held a different view,
viz: that they were one party to the matter, and
that the general meeting could not decide the
question without their consent. “I'bere followed
a general,and informal, and protracted discussion,
A number of motions were presented to the
mecting; finally it was proposed that the old
Board of Managers of the Ontario Co-operation
‘ogether with L. Parkinson and H. Black should
be the Managers for the ensuing year ;. this was
agreed o, and, after the reports of the auditors
had been received, the meeting adjourned.

It was evident, however, that not many, if any,
were satisfied ; indeed, many were very much
disappointed, and felt that nothing had been
accomplished. But a very great deal had been
accomplished ; and the discussion of the after-
nook, though sceming to many to be pointless
and uscless, was rcally necessary in the circume
stances to enable all to understand the true
nature of the question, aud so to point out the
truc way of disposing of it,

Tt was made very plain that there was a common
and ardent desire for the advancement of the
cause on the part of all present, and, we might
say, a universal disposition to unite in supporting
Provincial work., Dr. Wood, of Cobourg, was
very anvious that an effort should be put f{orth
to cstablish the cause in our cities. Bro.
Sheppard enthusiastically proposed that $5,000
or even $10,000 should be mised for missionary
purposes during the cnsuing year, In brief it
may be said, that the feeling was general that the
cfiorts being put forth by us in this country are

.| opportunity.of hearing him.

“Everton people appeared to enter into the matter

not \\urlh) of lh«,\c who hdi‘.\g ina grc;\t s,
and a resofute determination nas eviaeed to do
somcitung which bt at least westity to ourown
sincenty. And it cannot be donbled  that
glorious results will follow this free exprossion of
earnest desires, and resolute purposes on the
part of so many brethren,

There ¥%s a large congregation on Raturday
evening, when Bro Cobd preached: the dis-
cotrse was <tuited to the oceasion, setting forth
three roquisites to sue comsfil work in spreading
the Gospel: - Co-operation, concentration and
conseeration,

There was a large gathering on Lords Day,
far Jarger than the Everton meetinghouse could
accommodate,  Overflow meetings were there.
fore held in the Presbytenan house adjoining,
moming, afternoon and evening, at whieh Bro,
Martz, Pro. Sheppard and Bro.  Anderson
preached. It wao a pity that the vhole congre.
gation could not have been assembled in one
place, as it was trying both to preachers and
people who attended the overflow meetings, yet
the aforesaid brethren did not disappoint those
who vzent to hear, but delivered such discourses
as sccured the praises of the hearers,

Bro. Cobb spoke at each service in the Stone
House.  As he was Ze preacher of the day, and
wnknown throughout the Province, it will be
proper for us to make more extended referetice
to him and his discourses than to those other
brethren whose style and whose faces are well
known. ‘There scemed to be but one opinion
regarding Bro. Cobb’s preachine : it would be
impossible to record here all the expressions of
delight that were uttered by enthusiastic ad-
nirers.  Some who had previously been inclined
to regard our American preachers with suspicion
gencrously united in praising the beautiful, clo-
quent, .earnest, Scriptural preacher. It is not
our purpose here to attempt anything like a full,
description of Bro. Cobl’s style as a preachérs
His gifts are many and varied-and great, and so
in a high degree caleulated to affect and influence
his hearers; but we believe that his greatest
power is derived from the fact that be impresses

sare continued threohomt the welk, of which
an accomnt will be given el-ewhere,

G, M.
’l‘lll‘ ,.\L'hL IN ()N’l‘.‘xl\lO
1L

When we say there has been very little general
progress during the past years, we do not mean
to make the impression that nothing has been
donu or that the cause we represent s ina hope-
lesa condition,  “That we have maintained our
position, and are ready now for an onwaud move-
ment, imply that not a little carnest work has
been accomplished, Vet we, like Paul, should
nat be satstied with past attaimnents, but, “Jleave
ing the things which are behind,” should press
forward to the accomplishment of greater things
in the futare.  “Tie husbavd-man would noi be
satistied if the trees he planted did not grow,
neither should we i reference to the work com-
mitted to us, unfess it enlarges upon our hands,

Tt is our aim to notice a few of the many ob-
stacles which retard the advancement of the
cause of Christ as plead by us,

It was presumed in the previous article that
our progress was in proportion to the mmount of
proper work done, “Fhat being true, as we be-
lieve, the only inference is :

(1) IWe have not labor ed sufficiently in the vine-
Yard of the Lord.

It is proper to state, however, the! our preach-
ers have not been idle, and some of the churches
have been doing almost to the enent of their
ability, but we reach the limit when we say some
of them, for it is also true that many, yea, the
most of them, are doing only a small fraction of
the amount of work which should fali to their
lot; and is it not 2 little remarkable that we,
who say so much about works,.fail so sadly to
show, as we should, our “faith by our works?”
Vet such is manifestly the case, and the sooner
we know it the better for us.

While we are sound on “first principles,” we
have fargely failed to grasp -the idea that the
religion of Jesus Christ is aggressive in its nature,
and requires not only obedience to the positive
[ nds, but also work and self-denial.

you with the conviction that he himself has
tasted and seen that the Lord is gracious, and s,
therefore anxious that others should come to
know the Lord,  Heis “«burning and a shining
light,” and we “rejoice in his light! We trust’
that this visit is but his intxc Juction to Ontario,
and that hereafter our brethren may.all have :m

.

Notwithstanding the large number of dt.lq,ucs
and visitors, the Everton Church had no ditfieulty,
and appeared not to consider it any trouble, to
enteriain them all.  ‘The strangers were loud in
their praises of the hospitality received. The

in the proper spirit—esteeming it a part of the
Lord’s work ; and such, no douby, it is. s

For who shall estimate the good influences
received at, and carried away from, this great
gathering?  Who shall measure the increase of
zeal, the revival of hope, the renewed resolve,
produced by associating with brethren for a few
days whose homes are widely scattered, yet whose
“hearts and aims are one?”  So we do not look
upon this “Big Meeting” as a huge religious
pic-nic, but rather as “a holy convocation” of
Christians met to consider and devise means for
“the furtherance of the Gospel.” It was there-
fore delightful to observe the frearty way in which
the Everton people entered into the matter of
entertninment ; we doubt not that they realized
the truth of the Saviour's words, “It is more
blessed to give than to reccive.”

And as for those who, nt considerable ex-
pense, and some at the sacrifice of time from
their business, came to the meeting, we are sure
that none of them went away without feeling that
they were amply repaid 3 we do not believe there
would be one who would regret his coming, or
think that his time and money had been squang-
cred. ‘Indecd, it is to be questioned whether
there is any other way in which money can he
expended which will more immediately, more
largely, and more healthfully advance the $a- | 0!
viour's caue..

A business session was held on Monday morn-
ing to reconsider the action taken on Saturday,
‘The matter having been referred to a committee
consisting of the Boards of the two Co-operations,
it was propos:d by them, and adopted with great

ity and enth by the del , that
the Board of Managers of the “ Wellington” Co-
operation together with three brethren to be
chosen by the meeting, should constitute the
Board of Managers of the Ontario Co-operation
for the ensuing year. A committee wasappointed
to nominate the threeadditional managers ; they
proposed Jas. Lediard, Geo. . Barclay and Hi.
I, Law; these were then clected, and after votes
of thanks to the Chairmen the meeting adjourncd.
And o the Annuat Meeting of 1886 closed amid

rejoicing and congratulation, Special services

Greater advity in the churches is needed,
badly needed.  ‘The prosperity of the cause de-
pends upon it.  Let zwr/ then in the futue be
the watchword It will kindle new life, produce
spiritual growth, and make the church a power
for good in the community.

(2) "T'here has been a lack of unanimity.

Just why a people, the chief characteristic of
whose plea is the umon of all believers, and who
have so muca to say .about the advantages of
Christian union, are not unanimous themselves
is somewhat remarkable, yet 3t is only another
evidence that theory and practice are distinct,
and that we, even 2, have not reached the
nraximum of consistency.

It is a favorite idea with many, and should be
with all, that Christ shouid have ali the glory
through the chureh. ‘Then the church should
feel her responsibility in the mattery and do the
work, If we desire to be Scriptural—to follow
the example of the apostolic churches—we must

,be willing to perfornn a two-fold work, to build

up the cause both at ome and abroad.  We may,
under favorable circuinstances, succeed in doing
the former without the sympathy and co-opera-
tion of the sister churches, but to sucezed in the
latter in the highest sense the greatest unanimity
is required.

‘There are two absolutely necessary conditions
to be observed in this work, and they are these,
Commence and Continve, and the most difticult,
and by far the most important of these, ix the
latter.  We have in our mind at the present time
several points where the cause was begun, and
where it prospered for a time, but not receiving
the support necessary, the efforts failed, ‘The
work in the places referred to was undertaken by
individuals, and carried on successfully until the
means were exhausted, and then the cause went
down. Itis not difficult to degin. -One church
or ¢ven an incividual can do much of that kind

of work to little or no profit, but to watinue we
need alt the strength arising from the unity of
aii the members.  # In union there is strength,”
is just as true in the Church of Jesus Christ as
it is in reference to the nations of the world.

‘That many of the churches see this matter in
its true light is manifest from the number of
delegates which attended the annual meeting
Jast week. ‘The brethren scem dissatisfied with
the past condition of things, and are exceedingly
anvious for an onward movement.  Growing out
of our lack of unanimity is our failure in attempt-
ing great things for the Lord,

‘The towns and cities have, as a result, been
neglected, and the efforts confined chiefly to the
cross-roads, where the leaders can farm for a
living, and cdify the brethren onthe Ford’s Day,
'As far as our observation gocs, we find that

nearly all of the young peopls who go into the

cities to engage in busmess as well as many of the
ofder bicthzen who retire to the towns and ditics,
are lost to the cawse on this account.  But we
are told it takes money to bulld up churches in
the citics, ‘That is very trwe, and hence the
necessity of perfect unanimity in the matter,
We have been unseriptural, and consequently
unwise in avoiding the cities.  I'rom one chapter,
Acts i, we learn something of the apostolic
method,  Paul, atter passing through Amphipolis
and Apolloniy, went not to the sparsely inhabited
region of northern Macedonia, nor even to the
more fertile plains of the intertor, but to an im-
portant sea-port town, and when driven away by
the mob, he dhected his course at ance o Berea,
and from there to the celebmted city of Athens,
“YWisdom crieth without, she uttereth her voice
in the sfreets, she crieth in the ¢hicf place of cons
eourse, in the epenings of tie gates, in the sity she
uttereth her voice” Divine wisdom in these
things should not be distegarded. -
» g "
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THE AMERICAN CONGRESS
OF CHURCHES.

‘The first meeting-of the American Congress
of Churches was held in Hartford Conn,, about
the middle of May last year, the sccond meeting
in Cleveland, Ohio, May 25-27 last. For the
the benefit of those of our readers who do vot
take any of our Iarge religious weeklies, we give
some account here of the origin and purposes, as
well as of the success; of this Congress. We
gather cur information fros the address of the
Lev. Joseph Anderson D, D, delivered before
the Iate Congress, and also from the letter of B.
B, Tyler, in the Standard of June sth. We know
that the Disciples of Chirist will be particularly in.
terested in ail that is attempted to be done to
bring about Christian unfon.  We are told, *that
the American Congress of churches originated in
the mind, or heart, rather, of'an Episcopal clergy-
man, and that Episcopalians, notwithstanding
their reputation for exclusiveness, have shown a
special interest in the enterprise.”

We are also informed that “the American Con-
gress of Churches was established on a basis very
different from that of the Lvangelieal Alliance,
for it was proposed by its founders, instead of
thrusting ecclesiastical and theological differences
out of sight, as is done in that organization, to
bring them into full-view, and make them the
subject of free discussion.”

It is eviden* that the adoption™of free discuss-
fon was a gréat step in advance; and the fact
that it was not only suggested and adopted, but
successfully carried out on the two oceasions re-

ferred to above, is perhaps the most significant

indication that we sce b these days that the
spirit of Christ is prevailing more and more in the
hearts of those who profess to be His follow-
ers,  We have often heard it said, that if a church
member could match old stove pipes without get-
ting angry and profane, he might be considered
a good Christian.  But we think there is a severer
test still, and that s, to discuss religious differen-
ces freely, fully and pudlicly, without showing tem.-
per, and making offensive remarks.  We under-
stand that in the Congress, so far, unking speech-
es have been almost, if not entirely unknown,

Qur brethren have been represented on the
programmes of both meetings. Gen. F. M. Dmake
of Jowa presided at the last meeting, he is a lead-
ing man among the Disciples in the West.  Ine
deed we are becomiag quite popular in many
parts of the States, and are being more-or less
courted by the other religious people over there.
Some may regard this as a bad sign, and it un-
doubtedly would be, if it indicated that our
brethren were becoming less Scriptural than were
the pioneers.  Bu, if) as we believe, the Discip-
les have now a clearer and more comprehensive
view of the truth than they had 5o years ago,
and more faithfully represent in practice the re.
ligion of the N. °I' than their fore-fathers did,
then alt this increase of association is neither dis-
creditable to us, nor to our religious neighbors,

Perhaps we cannot do better than give here a
speech delivered at the Iate Congress, which we
are told % was cheered to the echo.”

It will indicate better than- anything we can
say the spirit of the Congress.  We cannot give
the name of the speaker, though we have our sus-
picions.

“The Rev. Joseph Cook said from the plat-
form of ‘I'remont "T'emple, in Boston a short time
since  What savesand why 2 1 propose to change
Cook’s conundrum from What saves, and why?
t0 Who saves and how? It is not faith in statements
of belief neither ancieat, medieval, nor modern,
that brings salvation from sin ; not faith in arti-
cles of religion, nor theological dogmias, however
true, which unites the soul in a living fellow.
ship with Christ. It is not even the belief con-
cerning Jesus, but faith in Ilim.  We must not
lose sight of this important fact and distinc.

e et e




