
A CLUMSY FOOT MAY TREÂD THE RIGIIT ROAD.

Squire will give you work in the gardons:
and I'm ail riglit, too, for I've got a letter
from the head man at the works, and I'm
to, be off hie day after to-mnorrow'."

"Well, to be sure!" exclaimned James,
Svho would have thouglit of the Squire
taking nie on again ? Sain, you have been
a good fellow to me, you have. There,
I believe it all comes from your doing what
Mr. Glover taught us at those classes. As
for me, I learned strings of texts, but neyer
one did I practise; and as for your Bible,
oh, S.in, the fellow chaffed me so that
,I got savage and chucked it out of the
window in the train. There, now I've told
you: that lias been on my mind as,much
as ail the rest put together."

"l Pour fellow!" was all tbat Sam could
reply, though the statemènt about the
Bible was simply appalling to him. Now
he guessed why poor James had gone so
wrong. He could not speak about it, and
James said, "I say, Sam, I won't speud
your money any longer; when I have
wages, l'Il go and live with mother, and
,pay her for my room and my keep."

" If you do well, you may get a cottage
tf your own some day,"-said Sam; and
then he added in a gentIe, patient way,
with an effort at a smile, " There might be
sone one you would rather have. with you
than even father and mother2

" Oh! Sam, do you guess ? I can say
.anything toyou, though, old fellowwhether
.you guess or not. Fancy, Mary.has been
faithful to me ail these years. Poor little
soul! she made up ber mind not to believe
I was married until sbe heard it from my.
self; and there she has been thinking of
ne, and praying for me day and night,,foer
nie who had nigh broken ber heart. She
told nie ail this the day before yesterday,
thougli I don't know how-1 had the face
to spcak to lier of wbat wc once were to
-each other; but I oid speak, and that is
what she said; and then stie told me that
if I would be trut ,-true to my God, aud
truc to imyself, and truc to nmy felrow-men,
-she would be truc to me for evet.; and,
God hielping nie, I will be truc, for sure He
has brougli mue low enough, and i was
pride whiicl caused me to sm to twvfuhly.

San listenud breatnilessly. Yes, bis later
suspicions had been correc , and oh, low
good Goa had been to mmmn! lie lid kept
him fromn giving Mary fresh pain; 1le

h-id pernitted him to offer up, as a sacri-
fice acceptable to Himself, his oivn foolisi
heart's desires, instead of alloving him
selfishly to seelc that which could only be
denied. Oh, thankful did Sam feel as he
recollected his short prayer, lis immnnediate
r turn to Petersley. Hov much sorrow,
how mucli pain, low mucli humiliation
zmi.,i misunderstanding had been spared
through God's love in giving him grace to.
tread tho right road. And noue knew of
this sacrifice, of this which had been really
tlie greatest sacrifice of his life; noue knew'
but God,-that was the sweetest thouglt
of al.

Sain was quite right, uo one did k1iow;
even. old Dame Gilian did nmot know that
the question bad never been put; sand

Dame Gillan learnt her own lesson meekly,
and never again tried-to make a match,
but trusted to God only ,o bring about
that which He-might choose.-to be.

Sain left for his new ivork quite coin-
forted, and almost happy. He did not
attempt to. explain his .movements to any
one, and even James believedthÙat lie had
gone to the iron-works in order to get
higher wages than he coud dô-aÈtetereley.
Sam didnot return to his nat-é village
for several years. When he did so, lie
went for a while to stay-WithJanes and
Mary, who had been marriedjànd were
living at the gamekeeper's ott_ e; for
Jamnes's conduct had beeh-soltsfactory,
tnat at las. he- hlad bea appointéd to the
oflice once so urgently.presed-u]|oi San.

Barrow had died, iind Susanawas living
with her elder son. Sam'did'not stay vith
thîem aIl very long. He learnt to love one
who had loved him, first with the sweet
love of a child, and then, -Mith the deep,
tender, fervent afction-óf a woman, who
had loved-him as lon.g-as she could remem-
ber aaything. And- thér saine voice tliat

. had in its -infant toneš-decîared in Court
·tbar Sain was "th best boy mn ail the
world,» promised-id-God's Church to love,
honour, ch and obey -him as a wife.
Never wsawmappier marriage thau that of

. Samuel3mrroiv and Merc.yLTower.
.Mrey- onu day, iu her innocent, child-

like way, saiu to her hus»and, "am,
I never loved any one in my whole life but
you; I wonder ir tnat is aliays so. in cases
ot truc Io e, for I don't thiak -you ever
loved auy one but ne.

Whiat couid truthfum Sam nuswzr? what,
but the-trutli.

"Mrcy, dear, once I did love some one
nearly as much ais I lovc'you now; but my
love to you las been my truc love, you
kuow, uccausu timt nas been the love which
Giod approved."

And Mercy was quite satisfied, and re-
tramca fioum further questions or specula-
tions. SISTER MARIA.


