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temporaries, tothe effect that “ nicknames” had been
applied to professors in the last number of the Forr-
NIGHTLY. We say “occasional” readers, because we
feel confident that regunlar readers will at once acquit
the FORTNIGHTLY of such a charge. No professor
has been or will be *nicknamed” in owr columns, and
we beg to assure any reader who may have thought
that he detected a professor lurking behind any sou-
briguet in our recent issue, that he has been entively
and, as far as we concerned, unwillingly deceived.

CONTRIBUTIONS.

AN ADDRESS BY LADY ABERDEEN TO
WOMEN STUDENTS.

The prejudice against women being admitted to the
advantages of a University education dius but slowly—
I suppose because the main ground for desiring to
have such an education is so largely misunderstood.

Very often one hears the motive assigned for our
desiring to go to the Universitics being to show that
women are as clever as men, that they are able to
carry off as many honors, that they can be as good
classical scholars, and so on. Whether these things
be true or not, is not for me to say; but if that were
the object, I scarcely think it would be worth striv-
ing for. Pray torgive me for saying so, gentlemen.

But, ladizs, is it not true that the rcason why we
value the concession that women havea rightto a
University training is because that thereby is also
conceded that women, according to their circum-
stances and opportunitics, have a right to as thorough,
as real an education as men ; that women have a de-
finite life-work for which they must be prepared and
disciplined as well as men are for theirs, and that if
they are not thus prepared and educated, it is not
only the individuals that suffer loss, but their homces
and their country?

But here the objectors to University cducation for
women tell us that women's life-work is a difierent
one, and therefore that they nced a different training,
Be it so; but may we ask these abjectors whether,
they can point to any schools or colleges where wve
can go and learn the science of housckeeping, the
science of motherhood, the laws of health, the kvow-
ledge of nursing and of physiology, and how to draw
out the powers and facultics of the little children.
There are many of us, 1 have no doubt, who hope
the day may not be far distant when there may be
such places of education. But in the mcantime, what
do we find instcad of this? A system which provides,
for the education of women for their life-work,that thcy
shall learn alittle French, a little German, a little music,
a little smattering of many accomplishments, Wedon't
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think that that prepares women in the best possible
way to be wives and mothers, We rebel against that
system, and it is the system which has received its
deathblow by the admission of wotnen to the Univer-
sitics.

I well understand that for a long time yet it will
only be the few women who will go in for a Univer-
sity career, and that the majority of these will*go
through it for the sake of a profession ; yet it must-
nevertheless, be true that the admission of women to
the Universitics of Canada must havea far wider influ~
ence than its direct effect on the students admitted;
for by making the standard by which women'’s attain-
ments are judged the same as that of men, the whole
attitude towards the education of girls in the country
is changed. Itis placed ona more thorough footing
it suggests the advisability of training all girls, what-
cver may be their station, for some definite cailing in
life, and the nced which exists for women as well as
men to acquire, in some way or another, that learning
how to learn, that discipline of mind, that rcalization
of how vast and widc are the fields of knowledge, how
many sides there are to all truths, that knowledge of
life, which, 1 presume, are considered of even greater
value as the results of a University training than the
actual knowledge gathered and learning acquired.

Young ladies, you can scarcely realize with what
hope we older women, who have not had the advan-
tages which you are enjoying,are looking towards you.
A true woman’s life has always been, must always
be a life ofservice,and to thisthe women of our gen-
cration have been called—servic: not only in the
family and to society but to the country. Service to
humanity is so full of opportunities that we, to whom
these opportunitics have come, feel very keenly the
need and the lack of that training, which you have
at your command.

There are social problems and difficulties which are
facing us, and which follow us into those relations of
family and domcstic life where we cannot shirk them
if we would ; they cannot be solved without the help
of women—but the help of women of balanced minds,
trained to accurate thought, accurate obscrvation,
accurate judgment, based on personal knowledge
coupled with the sympathy which wins confidence.
Timc and thought and wotk and self are required for
this service. The call to labor here is urgent, the
responsibilitics are very great.  Weare living in times
when the most sacred questions of the family are un-
reservedly discussed, and the faith which so many of
us have becen brought up in is being doubted, ftcon-
structed or rejected. How can uneducated minds—
minds without intcllectual principle of consistency,
which flash into cnthusiasm or sink into panic before
each new aspect of truth, whether in defence or attack
—prescrve their faith or remodel it or help those near




