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temporaries, to the cffect that Il iiclziiamcis" hi been
applied to professors iii the last iiniimber of the FORT-
NIGHTI.V. ýVe say "occisional" readers, becatuse we'
féel confident that regu/ar readers wvill lit once acquit
the FORTNIGHTLY of such a charge. No professor
has been or îvill be I nicknamed" in our- columuis, and
wce beg to assure an>' reader %who nîay have thoughit
tliat hie detected a professor lurkîng behiind any sou-
briquai in our recent issue, that lie lias been cnltirely
and, as Cair as %v concertned, utnwiliiingly dicccived.

CONTRIBUTIONS.

AN ADDRESS BY LADY ABERDEEN TO
WOMEN STUDENTS.

The prejudîce against wonien being adnîitted to the
advantages of a University education dits but slowly-
1 suppose because the main ground for desirisig to
have such an education is s0 largely misunderstood.

Very oftcn one hears the motive assigncd for our
desiring to go to the Universities being to show that
women are as clcver as nien, that they are able to
carry off as inany honors, thiat they cali bc as good
classical scholars, and so on. WhVlîcter these this
be truc or not, is not for nie to say; but if tlîat werc
the object, 1 scarcely think it would bc îvorth striv-
ing for. I>ray forgive nie for saying so, gentlemen.

But, ladizs, is it flot truc that tI3e rcason wvhv wc
value the conlcession that %vomen have a righîit to a
Uniiversity training is because that tlhercby is aiso
conceded tliat wvonen, according to thecir circuni-
stances and opportuniities, have a riglit to as thorotugli,
as real an education as nien ; tiat wonicn have a de-
finite life-wvork for which they niust bc prcparcd and
disciplined as weil as men are for thecirs, and thai if
they are not thus prcpared and educated, it is not
only the individuals that suffer loss, but ilheir hxomes
and their cou ntry?

But hcre the objectors to University cclucation for
%women tell us that wonicn's lifc-work is a différent
one, and thcrefore that thcy nccd a différent riig
Be it so; but may Nve asl, thcsc objcctors wliLther,
they can point to any schiools or colleges -%vlierc xe
can go and learn the science of hîousekceping, thc
science of mothcrhood, tlîe laivs of hecalth, thc ks'ow-
lcdge of nursing and of physiology, and how to draw
out the powcrs and faculties of the littie chiildrcil.
Thire are mîany of us 1 have no doubt, wlio hope
the day mnay flot be fair distant ivMien thcre nia' bc
such places of education. But in the meantinic, 'what
do wc find instcad of this? A system which providcs,
for the education of women for their ife-work,that thecy
,shalh Icarn a litle French, a littie Gcrrnan, a little music,
a little smattering of many accoanplishnîcnts. We don't

tliink that that preparcs wonmen in the bcst possible
way to bc %vives and niothcrs. WVc rebel against that
system, and it is the systclii %vlicli lias rcccived its
dýathblow by the admission of wvoinen to the Univer-
sitics.

I %vell understand that for a long time yet it will
only bc the fcw woncn who wvi1l go ini for a Univer-
sity carcer, and that the niajority of thec willogo
throughi it for the sakc of a p)rofessionl ; yet it niust-
nlcvrthlcss, be truc that the admission of wonien to
the Universitics of Canada mnust hiave a far %vider influ-
ence thail its direct effcct on the students adinitted;
for b>' nmaling the standard by which women's attain-
mients are judged the sanie as that of men, the whole
attitude towairds thc cducation of girls in the country
is changied. It is placcd on a more thorough footing
it suggests the advisability of training ail girls, î%'hat-
ever nîay be their station, for sonie definite calling in
life, and the lned wvhich cxists for wonien as well as
men to acquire, in sonie %vay or another, that Iearning
lio% to Icarn, that discipline of mmid, that rcalization
of lio% v'ast and %vide are thc fields of knowledge, how
niany sides there are to ail truths. that knowledge of
lifc, whliclh, 1 prestime, are considcrcd of even greater
value as the results of a University training than the

icul knowtedge gathecrcd and Iearning acquired.

Voung ladies, you can scarcely realize with wvhat
hope wc oldcr womcn, wvho ia-ve not had the advan-
tiges which you are cnjoyingare looking towards you.
A truc %vonman's liCe lias always been, niust always
be a liCe of.*jervice, and to this the wonîcn of our -en-
cration have bcti caled-scrvit-, fot only in the
f.iuiy and to socicty but to the country. Service to
hu:nanity is so full of opportunities that we, to whonî
thcsc opportunlitics have conie, feel vcry kcenly the
necdi and the lack of tlhat training, which you have
at your commîand.

Therc are social l)roblecms and difficulties which are
facing us, and whichi followv us iinto those relations of
faiiy and doniestic lire whcre %vc cannot shirk them
if wc wvould ; ilicy cannot be solved without the help
of wonicn-but the hdcp of wonîcin of ba lanccd minds,
trained to accurate thouglit, accurate obscrvation,
accurate judgmcnt, based on personal knowledge
couplcd with the sympathy which %vins confidence.
Time and thouglit and woi k and self are required for
this service. The call to labor here is urgent, the
responsibilities are vcry great. Ve are living in times
when the most sacrcd questions of the faniily are un-
rescrvedly dîscusscd, and the faith which sa, nany of
us have bccn broughit up in is being doubted, ïtcon-
structed or rejccted. Hou can uneducated minds-
minds without intellectual principle où conisistency,
which flash into enthusiasm or sink into panic before
each ncew aspect of truth, whether in defence or attack
-prescrve their faith or remodel it or hcIp those near
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