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gaily. and kept lier so lively and happy
thiat George said lie lad iever sen the
mater so jolly, and that Miss Park was
a regular bnck. At first there was a
little jealousy tver the dogs, whiso de-
serted ticir mistress to fawn on Miss
Park: but after a while the old lady
ceased ta mind about lier pets, and
clung more and more to lier chariing
lady coipanion.

The house was greatly simartened up
under Miss Park's supervision , she
iing up clean curtains everywhere,
cleaned ui al the dusty, fly-blown nur-
tors, whichi Warner dared not mounit a
ladder to touch, and deligited the old
lady's leart by polishing up the silver
in a way it hiad riever been treated lbe-
fare. The late Mr. Sherrington adorn-
ed his massive sideboard with costly
gold and silver plate. and, as president
of a rich city guild, lie liad some fine
presentation pieces. A strong rooit,
burglar-proof and fire-proof. for the
valuables lie pcsessed, lad been built
at one end of the dining-rooni. and the
old lady gave dear Julia the key of il,
telling lier ta 1look over the plate and
give it a rub up. linnie was delighted
when she icard about it, and said to
ber iother:

I have atvays thouglt it a siane
to keep all that lovely silver buried
away when other people could mîake
such use of it. And wliere is all your
jewelry ? George was only saying the
other nigbt that faher nust have been
crazy tobuy tose niagnificent eueralds
when you were really getting too old
to go out anywiere and wvear themu."

" It was an investient, when all the
shares in the market were rotten, and
government securities below par," re-
plied the old lady wvith asperity. "I
quite understand what you mean in say-
ing other people could make better use
of my property, but you'll have towait
for your share tilt I'n dead and buried.
In the meantine, dear Julia will help
me to keep everything in excellent pre-
servation."

Some days after this the old lady got
influenza, then Susan cauglit it, and
Mary wvas also stricken Then it wvas
that thesterling goodness of aiss Park's
character came out in full force. She
took the entire management of the
bouse, did alI the cooking, dusted, pol.
isbed, and tidied, tilt the whole place
shone like a nei pin. Warnecrws told
off for personal attendance on the in-
valids, and, by the time she fell avictin

ierself, Susan hlad sufficiently recovercl
to replace lier. Without Miss lark's
exiilarattng presence they would have
becn a sorry lot. for wsiti lîght footsteps
site would enter their roomts nany
times a day, bingsng thei the sun-
shine of ier briglit face and merry
laugh.

It iras so modest and retinng of lier.
too, to be always wvashing up in back
kitchen wien the doctor casse. Hte
wvanted to send sm a nurse, but Mrs
Sherrington emsphatically refused to
have one, saying that "dear Juia was
cleverer than a dozen trained nurses.
and the mîost devoted creature in the
world."Indeed so great became the general
adoration of Julia during the influenea
convalescence that Mlinnie and George
grew quite uneasy test the lady con-
panion was gaining undue influence
over Mrs. Shernngton. They resolved
to go over and wirn lier as soon as all
infections had vanished. But their
visit sias unexpectedly iastened. for
the %ery next morning, just as George
was going off ta the city, a telegrai
suinoned tien to No. i5. Tiscir lian-
soi had hardly stopped before the
door ien Warner appeared on the
threshold.

"We're all so dreadfully upset,
ma'am; Miss Julia's gone! Just took
herself off without a moment's wîarnîng,
and the Missis is miost terribly put
about! "

Husband and wife excianged looks
of approval and entered the morning-
roomi.

At the sight of lier daughter the old
lady burst into tears.

" Oh, Minnie, what do you think bas
happened ta dearjulia ? You and George
iust find ber for mie. Shes teît us
without a word-without one kind word
-and we're all so fond of ber. What
can it mean ? "

" I think your * dear Julia' is a rude.
nprincipled giil to treatyouso badly,'

began George, severely.
" No, no, don't b- me the dear girl

don't say anything against ier. It was
a dull life iere for such a bright young
thing, and miybe some bad man hias in-
dace hertc clopeîwith him. I do wisi
t had sot let ber go out so much
alone."

-Oh, iudge, motiher. She wasn't as
all that sort of girl, " interposed.NMinnie
"I But you are too agitated to tell me any
particulars as ta how or when she went.


