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ilBut then lie sis a man» of business, andI
skill and experienco mako part of luis capiti
su lie ought te gain more ms a rich idierw
only Invcsts bis wealtb for au incomc," repli
&txEnn witl a fiLi.h or îpracticaI guod sose th
shàuwd tuow e.asily lie coutla mastcr even t
sciecec of monte), if lie choose 10 think about i

Mir. Trefitlden ives positively startîcil. 1
badl 80 accustomcd hiiusetf Of lie ta tbink
his young kinsman as a suere chtlc inwo~vrli
affabo, that bc Ladl, penbap:ý, inseiisibly f411
io the error of uiuderestimuatiag lus abilities.

IlTiere is somoe truth ùi vsait you ubserv
Saxon," said !so; Il but it is a trutb that do
Dut atlict the present question. It woutd ta)
to0 laig, and lead us Leu fur froms tic subject
band, tu go jte il îîbutcsopbically; but you mi
rely on Iny experience wbcn 1 tellyous lia, as
paivate iuîdividual, Sou bave evcry rigbb
accept seven and a half per cent, if you can 0
tainu il ivith. salbty. My airn is te ensure Sou
liberul icorne; and if I bave been somcwb
tardy about it, you must blixme my over-afixici
andI not umy Ivaut of zeal."l

IlDear cousin William, 1 bave never dreamu
of'ainîg cither I' excl:îimed Saxon, warudy.

Il1 bave tbroughaut been keculy sansible
tlie rvLsîionsibility that devolves ulion me in tii
inatter,"1 continuedl Mr. Tre-fatdco. "AntI
confess tliat, op te the sîresent limie, 1 bave be
caîmions to timidity.1

Il1 amn sure of it-sure of it," said Saxo
wçitii cutstrotclîed Land, "and am s0 bearti
grateful, liaI I kaew flot in wbsaî words t0 pi
ail 1 should like te say."j

IlI amn very glati you place such confidencei
me'," rcîplied the lawy3er, returning the youn
suîan's cordial grasp; but the voice andI the han
Nçere both ccit andt unimpulsive.

Wiîlî ths Le turned te bis papersplaced the
rrigly fur refcrence, and opcned eut tiie ma
ulonutbe table. Tien Le paused, as ifcollectin
hus tbaugbt3 upon the subjeet on wbich Le iwn
uîc'xt about to speak. Prompt maux cf businn
as5 lie %vas, one zuigbt almost bave tLougbt tLh
Mr Tro-falden was reluctant to approach thi
vi rY sleil: which Le badl corne ail the way frot

* Lon-f.'n Io discuss. At lengtL Le began.
IlLike muost cautious lirsons, Saxon, 1 amn n

frient 1 specul tien; but I do not, like thos
,.vit are over-cautious, confounil speenlatian, wriî
enterptrise. la England cur great public work
are almost iovariably origiaated andI conductci
by pnivate bodies; andI berein lies the chie
spring of aur national prosperity. Enterpri
bas motIe us what we are--nere speculatiai
would Lave ruicd us. WLIat 1 bave te propos
te ycu, Saxon, is an enterprise of extraordinarj
importance, a gigantic enterprisel as regards iti
mcxciii, andI ane of comparativelv trifiing magot
tuile, as regards its cost. But oU mus: give m
aillyour attention."

"Indecd, I arn doiug se.»
1I uced net ask if Son know the ardinary

uine af route fram Englanl LOI Induia, by way ci
tbc' Miediterr-ancan and thc Red &'i7"?

"The Overluxcl Route? Certainly-upon the
ntP.'

"And yau linn tho track of Our merciant
vessqels t0 India andI Chias, round the Cape cf
Goed Ucpa?"

IlUadoubtedly.'
«Thcn oblige mae hy glancing ait, bis map,

ad fuitowing the lissewbîcî [Lbave marked upon
It in red îuk. IL beging, Son; sec, at Duver, andI
proceeds by Calais ad Marseilles LOI Alc'xaudria,
wbcmre-"

"tBut I sec two mad lises crossing thc Medi-
terraneanII interrpted Saxon.

"4Wo wiII follrw Ibis ane first. At A&leman-
dria il joins tLe ailsvay, is catrmied across thc
Isthmes; te Suez, tbcnce traverses thc RedI Seato
Aden, andI procre'ds by the Amubi» Sen t0 Rom..
baty. Thxis route "~ 'be prescniplive propemîy cf
te Peninrular andI Oriental Steam-psctkeî Comn-

pany Feoloing i. anc nmay travel fram Lonidon
to Blombay in lmenty-foaur d.-ty8; antI wa have
hithrrtmo b"en accuistomed Io rgnrd the acoorn-
pli -lustres, cf tiiuî fai os Onc cf ltae triomplis of
tnttdcmn civilizntion."

"A.ntI se il isi" exciairnea Saxon.

bis IlAy, but il cesta over a udred pouaiffi
al; replied Mr. Tre-falden; Ilrath e traveller wl
ho cannot aOiril se largo a faire must go round 1
ed the Cape, and so losoeaither nincty-four deys in
at steamer, or four montbs in a sailing vesse). No
be look at my cther red lisse, and seo whiere il dl
t. parts froin the first."
le It ILpasses Ibrougli tLe Stinits cf Messin
of to'iclîes lit Cypîrus icstcadl of uI Malta, anr
ly ges direct te Sidon, instead cfita Alexantlria
tu saiil Saxon, 110w Luth surpriseil and interested.

alIlPrecisely se; antI fromn Sidonu takes ii
c, amost direct course te Palmyre, wlîeace il At

-es loivs the valley cf tbe Euipbrates, andI contes ci
lic upc» the Per8ian Gculf ah the point whiere Il
in united waters of tbe EupLrates and Tigris empi

tytheinselves biita the sen, one Liundred aud tbir,
a miles below Korna."

t0 IlAndI then it goes straiglît dowa tLe Persia
tb. Gulf, andI over le Bomnbay," seil Saxon.
a Air. Trefaldea looked DIp witb lus finger c

at tbe muapt.
Y, Il f," sald Lie, IltIis lino freont Sidon te tIl

sca represented a fine railvray, in connexio
ed nitb a flrat-class steam-p.,ckcî service ah eithi

cf xtremuty, wlicb route to India do Sou tbîn
ofycîîwoutd prefer?"

1 I "TLis, olcourse. Ne man in is senses coul
I deot etrwise. The distance, t0 begin ivitl
mn must Le mucb lessY"

IlAbout hwclve or foorte-en Lundred miles."
n, IlAndtI Iea there would Lie far more of tii
Iy journcy performed by land-and tbrougb ivhat
ut lanxd I Pairnyra-the plains cf Babylon-U.

sora--by Juve 1 Oaa would anI tho joui
in ney to India for tLe menro salie cf visiting place
.g so farnoi in Uic Listorycf tbc ancieuxlworld 1"
.d I con:ess tbat I regard tis projeet frorn

leus arcboeological peint af vieiv,» replied Mi
In Trefalden. IlNow h=a lte practical side pf IL
p antI understaud liaI 1 arn giving you aDi:'g approximate facts-faicts in tbe rougi, befor

lsiey Lave bec» squarcd antI smotetbd Ly sur
3s vcyors and accountanta. Wc calculate thatibi
t lina cf railway ivill extend crer about scvci
e Lundred and fifîy, or cighl Liunilred mnilcs; Uia
m is te say, il will exceed lihe ncw laid dei

bctwecn Calais and Toulon, by net more titan .
e Luuxdred and fifty or tire LundretI miles. I

ewil uuxquestionably draw t0 itscii tLe ivboli
b merciiant tratBic cf Indi, China, Persia, anc

sCeylon. It will Le tic neareat rente LOI Aus
Il tralia, and it ill bming Bombay witbin tivelveoî
1 fourteen tIsys of London."

eIL1 tak-es ocs brcath aivay t" said Saxon.
a Mr. Trefalden srndcd a srnile of quiet tricmpi.

e lot tbis is nul aI]l,"I said Le. IlV Lo ave
reason te Llieve liat nt Ulit, irbere tbero arc

smineraI springs, vra sLall find cuit ; andI as Ilii
- lies very nearly balf way betiveen âidux andI lt
e Gulf, vre shaîl LcecnRbled te supply aur stearn-

serice at boli shems, andI aur wboe lino of rail.
way frem one central source!'

"lTbose must Le tite bituminons fountains
Fmentionedl by Ilerodotus" salaI Saxon, quickîy;
"lie fointains of Is tbat supplied asphalte for
ccmeuxting tbe walls of l3abylon 1Il

,,If possible, Saxon, oblige mec by conllning
*your attentiun t0 tic uineteentb century," expos-
tulated Uic lawycr. IlTry to, thinlc cf Babylon
as a railway station, and cf Palmyra as a place
ubcrc tic guard aillen-s tiventy minutes for re-
freshmcnts. Yes-I Inev ltaI would appal Son.
Non-, ierbap9, Sou ivill give mc yeum opinion of
Uic New Ortrianil Route."

"My opinion 1Il» repeated 'Saxon. IlYeti might
as ivcil ask my opinion of thc geology cf
UranuislI"

"lThal is lievemy considertionççhich deters
mac frein rccozumending it as an investrnent."-

IlOh, ycu need net let il de liai," laugbed
Saxzon. I arn as ignorant of oe business
mtter as another. Ild you jus now liaiyen
must Le niy initaL, irenever moacy came ia
question."

"lBut wviat mnalics il still more difi cuit i, tiat
in Ibis case 1 may nflt I you benefit by any
other persan's bina," replied Mr. Trefalden.
eTbce mr many intemess ta bc combatedi le the
promotion of sucit a schczae as ts nIi sc
importance tbat lie kcep ll, for Ibpect ro-1
foundlyecret Wher youintemsiyourscfiný
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i," it,.or net, 1 must bind Son aver, Saxon, ta brentba
Io ne Word of Ibis malter t0 any living Ma.',
)y Saxon gave tLe promise uniiesitatingiy; but
a Jil net uuxderstand wby it sboulti be nccessary.
W IlDecause %Te must net rause opposition beforu
o.- our eystem ia matured,"' exîilained lir. Trefaldeii.

"lut if lte new rente is se great, an iînlirovc..
a, ment," urged Saxon, "lwbeo iould appose it17I
J "il btose persans n-Le are intereted in tha

o,'d one," rejilic l its cousin, smiling. IlThe Pente-
sular uund Oriental Steain-packet Company-thu

n sharebuolders antI directors of lie Suez Iiailwîîy
1_ - the furty tbousand Eniglisb n-Le colonisu
uit Alexaîtdria."
le "AndI oulil aDl hase pensons Le ruiecd?
,y 'Etcry rlefummiation ruina somebody,"observed
'y Ur. Trefalden, îubilosophically.

"lYcs, but tho reformer is bountl te balance
a priment evil against future gocd. WVould thi3

future good outiveigb lie present evil 7»
nl IlUnqucshionably."1

IlIn wlîal way ?"I
leir. Trefald,.n vras niomentarily puzzled. lie

a had coutemplateil this subjeet from ail sides
ýr except tbe ono non- presentel LOI Lies. Titu
k. benevelent peint o? vie- Liad neyer occurred tu

il "Wvel, ho suggested ' "il wiIl give cînîluy-
ment t0 lieusands.-"

"lBut it wvill Ibron- tbousands out cf enilloy-
ment.'

e bIlni it will promote commerce, exteuxd the
a Jonaries cf ciiia inipreve Arabia--"

I weouldn't lîelp t0 ruin forty lieusanil Eîîg-
lisi for the salie of improving Arabiali" inter-
r upted Saxon, Lastily.

I-antI bmlng te shores cf England andI Ilux-
Sdostan se rieur, tLat, ivere anotber mutiny tu

break out, we coula landI Our tropa nt Blombay
n-iti twelve tIays after receiving lie intelli-
gence. The valise of tbat possibility alerte L

Sincalculable."
":Tbat is truc; but-
" AntI of oui abselote success," continsued Mr.

aTrefalden, litera ean Le no kiail af doubt. I
t bave. beaux alrnost unvwilling, Saxon, ho embark

Syou in an enterprise lie advantages of n-hidi,
bon-ever obvions t0 pra -tical menx, an., net open

tte immailiato test; but it is my duty te tell 3'oui
Ualt I bava neyer knewn se brilliant an oening
fortLe empîcyment of capital.»

" But-"i
"9Seven ati a baf lier cent is mrnrly thc rate

ore interestoffecd by theCompany wiile lie womks
are in progrcss i but n-ian once lie route is coin-
plcted, the metums wilt bc enemus. Yonr 6scyco
andi au air cent, may dean felloiv, wilU Lecemee
twenty-llve--pcrhaps fifty.»

I don't wrant twenty-fire, or flfty,' mepîteil
"aonIl bave more maeney non- than I keon-

n-LaI t0 de witb.»
"1 ain sture yen niill aliays milice good sise

Of mhatever n-celUi yen pessess," said Mr. Tre-
falden.

"lAnaI it wtould break my heart te injure ail
those n-ho lira by lie present systern. 'WLy, for
instance, sbould 1 desira to rasa tLe Pcninsuiar
andl orientail Stusi-paecet ompany?'

"lWa hoe to do ne sucb tiing," said lir. Tre-
(aide». "lWa shall propose a coalition, antI pro-
bably amploy the vramy ssme vsselsY

"Ant len tLe English coiony atAlexandrial"
"Sidon n-ill beeomc'what Alcxaadrit is now-

ar rather, n-ill icore a far more important place
lian Alexandria Las ever beaux since the tIays ai
bier ancient prosperity. Just as n-c now require
banksi n-arebeuscs, quays, andI cherches nt Aicx-
satnrS,wn shall lien requira them nt Sidon. TLe
.Alt=adnan colonists are n-ealtby andI enterpuis-
ing: thmey will simaply remnovo to lie nen- port,
and in te» years' tima will Le nicher titan if tbcy
hlld rernaincd n-bie tbey i-ena."

Do yon really tUiik se?» I
1I do net think il; 1 know il Antheli Suez

Railwvay Comnpany n-ill (are no worsc tissu lie
res. IVa slxii la ail pmebability ltako tiair n-bouc
body of offici-a into our serice, nda incorpomatc
the sharebolders interestsn-ith our on-n. Blut the
fact lx, Simon, Sen knon- tae litle ai 1ufe ta lit
able itu judgo a question of this kini; aind 1 su
yen do net tko kindly Ithe Uicja, se lire imJu
Say ne more abouti-N
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