
"AsM tlîey sat ini these orderly groups upon the
graLss, the gay reci, and bille, and ),c!io% colore;
of the clothing %which the îvnrest Orientais
wvear, eallcd up lit the imagination of St. Pctcr
a multitude of flowcr beds in sanie well ordereri
garden." (Farrar.) By hundretis anti Ififles

-" The individual divisions consistccl partly
of a h1undrcd and partly of fifty."1 (Mcyecr.>
There ivere in cach two rows of :oo and a
shartcr one across the end of 5o-twventy groups
of 250 each. Luke says "b hy fifiies ii a cons*

pn There were three fiffies n t cnch "syni-
ossumn" or ''1 table. " The ivomen nnd chli

dren ate by theraselves, and wcre flot counteci.
(Wati. 14: 21.)

41. He'Iooked upto Hoaven-"lanprayer
ive should use such outward gestures as most
filty serve to express the invard disposition and
holy affections of aur heart arid sou[t" (Potter.)
A devout c.titude. is an aid to %varship.
Diessed - . e. ps-aised God - the usualex
pression for prayer at a meal. Luke says -1 he
liessed them," i. e. the Inaves and lishes -
"ian intimation of the bienediction uttered ln
jîrayer, 3) vhich iras efrective in causing the in-
crea.Se." (Meyer.) John says, "h le gave

thns'Jesuis acted as the head of a famnily.
He praised God for his goodness anrcl gave
thanks at the saine time he " consecrated "
the food and imparted to it its miraculous
power of increasing itself. "'Twas seedtime
when he blessed the bread, 'Tiras harvest Nvhen
he brake." Asking a blessing upon food be-
fore nieals wvas a universal customi aniong the
Jews, andi %vas praciised both by Christ and by
the aposties. (Lukze 22: 17, 19; 24: 30; Acts
27: 35,) (Abbott.) "lButwîhy ask ablessn
specialiy on food ? Because food is the bae

of life, the source of supply for n'il other hings,
ta that ail arc included under kt." (Eliicott.>
Bfessed ami br-ake arc ini a tente which signifies
that the action ivas perrornié<l once for al, fav
is la another tense and denotes that he kept

giigtebrcad cuntinuously '' bit by bit, ta",
tas dicpesi istrihute ; îvith the iisli there

ivas nu ncd of this bit.by-bit giig-one as-
signlment sutffice%7 [lence "Fdivided" is in
the saine tense as Ilbrakze."] The dividing of
the fis/tes, and the taizing >up, of the fragments
of thefishes, arc bath peculiar ta and charac-
teristic of Mark." <Alford.,>

42. Andi were fihied-XVe cannot tell the
exact point at wvhich the miracle tok place.
It îvould seem i most reverent and natural tn
place it in the dist ribotion by Jesus to the
apostles. We are told by aIl four af the evan-
gelists that the meal ivas a plentifull one.

43. Baskets-Each of the Twelve fuls bis
basket. The ivord denotes the smIl îvicker
basket in %vhich ench Jew carried bis day's
fond ta avoid pollution. *The jew %vas calleil
"1basket -carrier" hy the Raxians. At the
feeding of the four thousanci, the basket ivas
the large rope-basket. The fragments-pieces
broken by Christ and flot distributed. Why
ivere they required ta gatber up, theTragments ?
(i) ta bring out the precîousness of'the food
which had been given ; (2> to, teach econotny
-astefulness is sinful ; (3> Our food, espiec-
ially, sbauid be used with care-life depends
upon it ; (4> it iras the bauintifuil posinof
the miracle at Cana repeated. An aeflwng
supply for future %vants.

44. Five thousanti Men - Thére ivere
*women nnd children besides. (Matt. 14: 2L.)

SUMMARY AND REVIEW.
The lessoa sets forth the compassion af Jesus and bis pover ta relieve. Whatever ailier

reasons he had for reniai ing ta the eastern side of the laite, the one given in the lesson %vas ioa
dubi the principal one. Hie did not think of himself (surely lie vas more tired than they),
but of ihe weary apostiezs, ta crawded by the thronging multitudes, and btîsy îvîîh waiting an
their Master, that they had no time ta take their meals, sa be said ta theni -(let schal-
arm supp1 the ellipses.> WVrite Jesus pities the Woary). They set sait for the quiet retire-
Ment of the mounitains across the lake, but what did the crawd du? (Illustrate by map). Sa
ishen Christ and his disciples reached the other side they fuund some of theni there before
thein, and the rest kept coming until there %as such a multitude clustered near where Jesus
was, and scattered ail over the plain looking for bum, that irben Jesus saw them he ivas-
because they were as - (Write The Wanderlng).

Sanie had carried their sick, friends ail the way along with theni; and ne neyer read that
Jesuis pssed by a sick persan ivithout healing bum. St. Luke tells us that 'besides preaching
ta the people, he "lhealed theni that had need of healing." (ReIle*ves the Siok.) John telisus
that Jesus iras; the first ta tbink of how this great multitude, miles away fromn any town, were
going to, get their suppers, and made up bis mind that they should ail be bis guet for that
evering. (Refer ta the Lord's Supper, %where ire are again bis guests. Also how cach may
have hini as bis guest. Rev. 3: 2o.) But he wanted ta see %rbether tbe disciples îvould re-
nemjber irbat he did at Cana. Sa he asked Phillip -- (John 6. 5). How much did he
sa ià would cosi. ta give theur. ail their suppers? What did the disciples ask jesus ta do?
What did he tell theni to do? floN much food couîd they flnd? H>w uvas the multitude

arranged? They %vere guests at Jestîs' table.
Now, before distribuuing ta the peu.ple, Je-sus does soniething that %% e shauld notice verv

carefuiliy. Rend verse 41 (ta '" blessed "). 'Jesus teachesb us ta tbank God e% ery ie %ire sit
dowa ta eat. (lImpress upon the bcholars the (lut> and propriety of " asking a blessing -a
mneals.) Thrauigh the blessing of Jcm.ss Scant SuppIy becomesarnply .'ufficient, ta relie% c The
Suppertesa. I3y trying ta do what Jesus tuld theni, the Obedient Service of the disciples
resulted in acconîplithing what seemed at flrst impossible. Only trust Jeas and try, and you
can do anything he asks you ta do. (8)


