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cerns carrying on buiness to.day greatly beyond tihcir means;
and I ear that were the wil drawi asunder, and everything
exposed to the public view, a very alarming and rouen
state of affiairs would le seen to exist. And this pitfall is
widened and endangered, i ani certain, by wholesalers themn
sel s.

I ha t knlow.. >uung mnut.fl de.irouis of onnit.iting business
guilmg with $5oo whbi h th t had sased tu tht wolilesakl
liuse, stating th ir tast, pa> inig down their $5oo, and getting
credit for $z,2oo or $,,5oo, and at once the damage is donc.
The young nmai in the bustic and glet of upt. ning out his
new stole, and the favor with whiich lie is ait first received, buys
on crc(it from ultrs and tiinks lightly of his indtbtedness.
but there are few who stand it long who get loaded up and little
t pa wîith . and thus unr t.speIrienct has always shown us that
too manv are t)o early started in business wsith little or no
ncans, aind too often wihlout either experience or ability. It
would be ten ltimes better for young men if they would stay in
good situations, and kep sas ing their money, instead of launch
ing out to face the keen c ompetition of the present day with in-
adecquate capital.

.\nother exceedmgl% treacherous pitfall is the acquiring of

T'he ligne is nout ver remnote when In the country towns, as
clscwhere mn Canada, a merchant w-as expeted tu go out with
his custoner, and, in vulgar parlance, "have a horn." But
thanks tu the strong tenIperance sentiment prevailing of late
years, even rougi farmers look down on a business man who
"snules tu frequentli. Of all the pitfalls the dnnkmg habit was
one of the most alluring, but degrading, where moiey and time
and talent were wasted, and consequent inattention to duties of
business hrought its sure reward.

Although referred to as a past cvil, it is by no means extinct,
and business nien are largely anmongst tie yearly throng who go
to drunkard's grases. Ah me ' man) a bright and noble fellow
has the wnrfter know n, wîho, because of bet.umning tu fond of a
dramn with a chum iiin business hours, lost reputation and credit
and business, and went down into this capacious pitfall.

There are scrv many pitfalls of greater or lesser magnitude
which could be very beneficially touched upon if time or space
would permit, such as neglecting to judiciously advertise
businhess, he distourteous or miiattenitite treatmiient of customers,
and the wiant ot attention to changes in styles and fashions
serious pîitfals for retail men who desire to be abreast of the
tintes.

Allow mdetu tu thiiddits essa b> briefly alluding to not
the least dangerous of the many pitfaills of the retail trade--

ol'Tsie Phe'L-\iTION.

Ves. too many retal men have been daazled by the glitter
of easily made wealth, and have beei inducei to embark in
somte speculation outside of their own business. Real estate
booms are over for the present, and many are "wise after the
event," but they vere a proihtic source of trouble to business
men while the craze was on. Slow but sure is a good ne, at
all evenLs a sale une, and whie the writer tif this essay appreciates
at all times business push, enterprise and pluck, lie values
still more highly, indusitr, intelligence and integrity, heing the
possessor of which gifts no retail man nevd fcar any of the pit.
faills of his business.

THE "AMERICANS" INDIGNANT.A RECENT despatch from Washington says: "A practice
has arisen in Canada of late of inerchant tailors sending

into this country along the border drummers who take the
imeasures of men and have the clothes made in Canada in ac-
cordance with samples submitted. 'he men, when the clothes
are finished, repair tu Canada and uither wear the clothes or
brng them in as personal effects free ofduty. l'le pracltice has
grown ltu suh an extenît that prutets base beenî made tu the
Treasury I)epartment by ierchant tailors of this country. h'lie
matter was referred tu Solicitor Reese, who decides that the
pratice is a fraud upon the reveinue and the law. Steps will
be takei to present further imposition from this source."

It would thus seem that the "Aniericans " have suddenly
discoNered that Caiadians ba'e some enterprise, even if à is of
an objectionable kind.
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MANUFACTURERS' AGENT.

Representing English, Gerraan. French, Stilss, UInited States,
and Canadian Manufacturers.

72 BAY ST., TORONTO.

. 0 .YOU WzANT . .
Stair Carpet Plates, Vestibule Rings, Drapery

Pins, Sbade Pulls, etc.
Hl. M. FLOCK & CO. Wf MKE TE M

Mtanufacturrs of Lat and P1reed 1ra,. sp salue..

i. I t. 1 RO il..\1 LRI 73 Adolaido St. Wost, Toronto, Ont.

A. I. MIrCH ELL'S

RUBBERINE AND WATERPROOF LINEN
Collara, CufM, and Shirt Fronts, peciall • adapted ro
Tra.lier.. Sportmen. and \lechaic: *or àle ly ail whole.
ale houses. Wiole.ale only. .argest anid ,nly nuu(aturer

of stle.e goodis m, Clan.

Office and Factory: 16 Streppard St., Toronto, Ont.

Gold Medalist Dyers
All kinds of Dry (ood in the iece E-DYED,
FINISHED and PUT .

MilinCry GOods * Superior Garment Dycing and Cleaning in
Ostrici Feattiers ail its Lranchem. Frenoh Cleaning

BRITISH AMERICAN DYEING COMPANY
OFFICEs , M SicGill. St. Montreai. 90 King Street EaSt. Toronto.

mii liank Si., ,taw a. 47 John St., Quebc«.
Jouri AuxSS. l.tter .\ddress, Box 2<8,.\MontrealSlanaging Partner. or go King St. Est, Toronto.

Menzie, Turner& Co.

a

Succesors to

m. A. R. McKinlay & Co.
. ANUFACTURERS OF

WINDOW SHAIDES
Curtain Poles and Brass Pole Trimmings,

Spring Rollers, Laces and FrInges.

24 BAY STREET
aIoCol°. Toronto, Ont.
d Prioo Lft. . .. .To ntO .\R IolCK. a


