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cerns carrying on business to-day greatly beyond their means ;
and I fear that were the vell drawn asunder, and cverything
cxposed to the public view, a very alarming and rotten
state of affairs would be scen to exist.  And this pitfall s
widened and endangered, T am certain, by wholesalers them
selves.

I have knuw. young men desirous of cummencing business
going  with $500 whith they had saved to the wholesale
huusc, stating their case, paying doswn their $500, and getting
credit for $1,200 or $1,500, and at once the damage is done.
‘I'he young wman in the bustle and glee of opening out his
new store, and the favor with which he is at first received, buys
on credit from others and thinks lightly of his indebtedness .
but there are few who stand it long who get loaded up and little
to pay with, and thus vur capericnce has always shown us that
too manv are too carly started in business with little or no
means, and too often without cither experience or ability, It
would be ten times better for young men if they would stay in
good sitoations, and keep saving their money, instead of launch
ing out to face the keen competition of the present day with in-
adequate capital.

Another exceedingly treacherous pittall 1s the acquiring of

RAD HARBITS,

The time is not very remote when m the country towns, as
clsewhere in Canada, a merchant was expetted to go out with
his customer, and, in vulgar parlance, “have a horn.” But
thanks to the strong temperance sentiment prevailing of late
years, cven rough farmers look down on a business man who
“smules  tou frequently.  OF all the pitfalls the dnnking habit was
one of the most alluring, but degrading, where money and time
and talent were wasted, and consequent inattention to duties of
business brought its sure reward.

Although referred to as a pastevil, it is by no mieans extinet,
and business men are langely amongst the yearly throng who go
to drunkard’s graves.  Ah me ! many a bright and noble fellow
has the writer hoown, who, because of becoming tou fond of a
dram with a chum in business hours, lost reputation and credit
and business, and went down into this capacious pitfall,

‘There are very many pitfalls of greater or lesser magnitude
which could be very bencficially touched upon if time or space
would permit, such as neglecting to  judiciously advertise
business, the discourteous or inattentive treatment of customers,
and the want ot attention to changes in styles and fashions
scrious  pitfalls for retail men who desire to be abreast of the

times.

Allow me to conddude this essay by briefly alluding to not

the least dangerous of the many pitfalls of the retail trade—
OUTSIDE SPECULATION.

Yes, too many retal men have been daczled by the glitter
of casily made wealth, and have been induced to embark in
some speculation outside of their own business.  Real estate
booms are over for the present, and many are “wise after the
event,” but they were a prolific source of trouble to business
men while the emze was on, Slow but sure is a good rule, at
all cvents a safe one, and while the writer of this essay appreciates
at all times business push, enterpnse and pluck, he values
still more highly, industry, intelligence and integrity, being the
possessor of which gifts no retail man need fear any of the pit-

falls of his business.
Y ARDNTICK.

THE “AMERICANS"” INDIGNANT.

RECEN'T despatch from Washington says:  * A practice

has arisen in Canada of late of merchant tailors sending
into this country along the border drummners who take the
measures of men and have the clothes made in Canada in ac-
cordance with samples submitted. The men, when the clothes
are finished, repair to Canada and cither wear the clothes or
bung them in as personal effects free of duty.  The practice has
srown to such an extent that protests bave been made to the €
Treasury Department by merchant tailors of this country, The
matter was referred to Svlidtor Reeve, who decides that the
practice is a fraud upon the revenue and the law,  Steps will
Le taken to prevent further unpositon from this source.”

It would thus scem that the “Americans " have suddenly

discovered that Canadians have some enterprise, evenif icis of
an objectionable kind.
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MANUFACTURERS' AGENT.
Representing English, German, Prench, Swiss, United States,
and Canadian Manulacturers.
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.. DO YOU WANT..
Stair Carpet Plates, Vestibule Rings, Drapery
Pins, Shade Pulls, etc.

. M. FLOCK & CO. WE MAKE THEM

Manufacturers of Cast and Pressed Bras. Specialties,

FLECTRO PLATERS 73 Adelaido 8t. Wost, Toronto, Ont.
A. B. MITCHELL’S

RUBBERINE AND WATERPROOF LINEN

Coliars, Cuffs, and Shirt Fronu‘ specially ad: sted for
Travellers, Sportsmen, and Mechanion  For <ale by al whole.
e houces. Wholeale only.  Largest and only manufacturer
of these gowds 1 Canada

Office and Factory: 16 Sheppard St., ‘Toronto, Ont.

Gold Medalist Dyers

Al kinds of Dry r.oah in the picce RE-DYED,
FINISHED and P U£

Millincery Goods @ Supcrior Garment Dyeing and Cleaning in
Ostrich Feathers all its lranches,  French Cloaning

BRITISH AMERICAN DYEING COMPANY

s J 23t McGill Sty Montreal, Kin Street East, "I t
OFFICES { 123 Bank St., Quitawa 2‘7, joh; St., Qucb:\ oronte.

Jossrt ALLRN, Letter Address, Box 358, Montreal
Managing Partner, or go King St. East, "Toronto.

Menzie, Turner & Co.

Successors to

A. R. McKinlay & Co.

. MANUFACTURERS OF

WINDOW SHADES

Curtain Poles and Brass Pole Trimmings,
Spring Rollers, Laces and Fringes.

24 BAY STREET
Send for Color Book Toront09 Ont.

and Prioo List.....




