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. . . , Lo
:give ; but what is above all money or money s worth, they can give,

us thew prayers llowing from warm and geateful hearts.  For our

encouragement some are giving-to the utmost of ther power and
under great difficulties; and if you, my brethren, take the subject to,

‘God w prayer and lovk at it the light of conscience, and with a
view to eternity, your wentnbutions wall increase, and those who
never have had the subject fwly and seriously before them will see
at i a new hight and give abundantly. It 1s a use of rches to
which perhaps they have never been accustomed, but of which
hey neverwill repent.  Lake the seed scattered, as it would seem,
a useless sacrifice n the spung, it returns in the harvestan hundred
fold. + Honour then the Lord with thy substance, and thy barns
shall be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst oug with new
wine.”

Itr order to give practical effect to.these remarks, I suggest to the
vestry of each Church, to request from, the Minister at the annual
mecting on Easter Monday, a report of the unpad dues of the con-
gregation on account of lis supend for the preceding year. A
comunttee should then be appointed, and empowered to take
immediate and effectual steps for the collection of the arrears, that
at the adjourned meeting which, according to established rule, takes
place a fortnight subsequently, {lie clmm of the Minister may
«eceive full satisfaction: other debts are alwayy considered im-
perative, and the necessity for thewr liquidation readily adniited,
but surely no debt is more sacred or binding upon the enlightened
-conscience than this. If other debts have a legad remedy, and the
creditor 15 armed with power under the act wcorporating the
‘vestry to enforce his clmm in due process of law, shall the debts
e owe to God’s Minster be more hghily regarded, and occasion

'l;c given fur the application of that startling scripture remontrance,
p* WillamanrobGod 1™ Ifasa rejunder the question be ywnoantly

put: ¢ Wherein bave we robbed Him?™ - Is not the auswer supplied
by the sacred valume ¢ in tithes™ or provision for my ministering
servants and ¢ offerings * for the service of my sanctuary 7 Should
my suggestion be adopted, as 1 hope it ubiversally may, this re.
proach, wherever it may exist, will be wiped away, and our
churches and congregations enjoy a reputation for honesty and
integrity in their dealings, which is now unfortunately too ofien
called in question, to the injury of their own character, and to the
vexation, disappuintnient, and distress of those who are set over
them in the Lord,

In bringing (his momentous subject before yoir, I might have
dwelt more on carthly matives; but I take higher ground, I carry
you with me to a purer region and to a nobler principle.  Stand-
ing by the Cross of" Calvary, I appeal to nothing lower than your
love of Christ, who putting himself' in the place of the poor and
needy, has said, “I wasan hungered, and you gave me meat; I
way thirsty and you gave me drink 5 1 was a stranger and you took
me in; for inasmuch as you did it to the least of these my brethren
you did it unto me.” .

I remain,
My dear Brethren,
Your faithful Friend and Brother,
JOHN TORONTO.

Toronto, 25th February, 1861,

P.S.—The Bishop requests the Churchwardens and Lay Dele-
gates to bring this Pastoral Letter under tlie special notice of their
respectise vestries and congregations as soon as possible,

n
(We thank the friend who sent us tho follow- i tithes in its religous aspect.  Suffico it to say, |' formed o fund out of whieh many standing ne-

2ug lettor, written by a Layman, it comes to us
mosat opportuncly treat:bg as it does of the same
subject as tho Pastoral of our Bishop.)

Tioma (To the Editor of the Morning Chronicle)

(] iSm.—On perusing the discussion of tho proceed.

Tags at the aunual meeting of the Chueeh Society ! to the Jew by the law of Moses,

-of this Diocese, given in your issuc this morning, |
L was much struck by an amportant omission int
the arguments of the geatlomen who spoke upon
the question of the necessity for augmenting the
stipends of tho working clergy.
that the clergy in Canada are, a3 a body, mis-
erably underpaid, and that tho spread of the
Gospel ig every where hindered for the want of )
funds to earry on the work of the mibistry, aro
gruths whioh, I think, nced no demonstration.
It may bo also observed, that the great duty of !
Ziving liberally, according to our means, to the!
support of religion, is plainly inculeated in Holy |
Secripture; and that where people are content
to receive: ‘“‘spiritunl things’’ from-the pastors
whom God has set over them, without giving,
wogradgiogty, of their ¢ carnal things” for the
support of their pastors, they disregard tho
Apostolic injunction, and cannot expect a bloss-
ing to follow on tho use of ordinances which they
%0 lightly esteem: For men donot value that which
~costs them nothing. But the great questionis:
what proportion of our meansought we to givo
dor such purposes, and in what way? loly
Seripture answers -tus: for us, when it says:
(Malachi, iii. 8, 10) ¢ Will a man rod God? Yet
ye have robbed me. But yo say. Wherein have
we robbed thee ? Jn tithes and offerings.” -+ Bring
.ye all the.tithes intothe storehouse, that there
may:be meat in: mine house, and prove me now
hcrewith, saith the Lord of Hosts, if I will not
open you the witidows of Heaven, and pour you
out a blessiog, that theroshallnot be room enough
i} receive it,” with- other promises to the same
ect.

This is not the place to discuss tho question of

nthat in the work of the learned Leslic, on tlxol €essary cxpenses in every community were dofray-

Divino Rught of Tithes, and in other similar pub-  ed  Besides lh? support of the clergy, the spread
lications, ample proof will bo found, that tho/lof the Gospol in {lis!nnt lands, tho erection of
payment of tithes is as much obligatory on the |] churches, and the like, out of this fuml wero also

i heart and concienco of Christians, ns it was made ;i supported tho poor.  And it is a curious fact that

Wiilo we are [j whilst Henry VIIL confisented an immense amount
freed, through Uhrist, from the bondage of tl|e|lofclnqrcl| property and revenues, (into thepolicy
Iatter, it is not that ¢ we may use our liberty for ‘ol‘ which act, and its state necessity Inmnot now
a clonk t0 our covetousness.” | enquiring,) and lavished thosame upon his court-

I ngsume then that tho tenth of a man's income |1 iers, tho descendants of whom to this day hold the

I}is the portion which God Himsclf has pointed out, ; larger tithes in many of tho parishes in” England,

it becamoé nccessary for tho first time, in tho
as an ackuowledgment that Iic is tho possessor lfollowing reign, to enact the English Poor-law
of heaven and earth, and that we ave His stewards, ,Jimdor which last year nearly four millions of
who are bound to uso fuithfully the temporat|' pounds sterling were ruised in Eugtand and Wales
possessions we enjoy. nlone, for the relief and maintenanco of the poor!
The question ot tithes has been wuch compli- How chh moere bles‘scd would it havo been, both
cated and embarrassed by state interfercnco infto tpo giver and receiver, had this amount heen
the cnactment of laws, in Great Britain and other | available for poor relief out of tiro tithes of a
Christian countries, making théir pnyment com- ! Christian people, freely nnd thankfully offerad to
pulsory. This, I humbly conceive, hins been aff God, l.nsteud‘of as tlio procecds of & tax which'is
grave mistake, and has led the masses to look (| grudgingly given, and for tho most part unthank-
upon tithd¥ with instinctive nbhorrence, as‘men {{ fully reoeived by the poor, on account ef .tho
shrink from the ulea of an income-tax, in-any stringent regulations eaforced in its administra-
shape, and only learn to tolerate it by appeals to ! tion. »
their patriotism,and the duty they owo' to the'l Tt to réturn to more practica) considerations.
state in aperiod of emergency. In Jike manner, || At a timg when thero is cvidently a religlous
if men werg habituated to regard the payment of Hl awakening on all sides, and an increased and
tithes from g higlicr stand-point than that of aMincrensing necessity for larger means for tho
mere rate for the support of the Clergy, and thell sprend of religion, and the support of the Public
maintenance of the Church-worship, they would 'worship; and when, on the other hand, stato
cease to consider them as & burthen, and could ! gupport, in the shape of Clergy Reserves, compul-
rather rejoice in their payment-as a Chiistian || sory church rates, tho contribations from the
privilege, faitbfulagss in which would bring down | public exchequer, nve being withdrwn from. tho
upon them the covenanted blessinigs of the Most cliurch, it becomesthemoro urgent and impérativo
High. that cvery’ endeavour stiould ‘be-mado to recal
An objection s sometimes urged against titlies, || Cliristinn men-to a sense of tho obligation under
that if their payment weré upiversal throughout [{ which they lic to pay their tithts to Qod, from
Christendom, church. peoperty would become || whom thoy will receive them back aghin with a
excessively lnrgo, and disproportionafe. To {Lis]|double blessing. . °
I couldreply, thatin the old times, whien titbesil Much is being dono in this direction, ‘through
‘were froely’ paid, it was undcrstood that tlicy [[tholabours of the Tithe Redemption Society in

a3 tho amount which we should render to Him




