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I 'was a vcry hot day wlîea I passed througli
the Miiitary Salon ai )Lessrs. (3ra,,R' Galler-
ies in Paîl Mail, ini search ai MAr. Stokes, tlîe
AreLlo painter. iherein, oagerly scanning the

big canivasos, were iron-grey olicers laaking as
hot as theo battle-pioces by Caton-WVoodville and
othor iiîilitary painters, lîung an the valis ; a
single "tep inta the next gallory, and the cald
bitue ai the far North wrs the prevailing note.
Thoere 1 found Mr. Stokes standing hy bis dol ight-
iully quiet pictures, appearing in perfect lîarniony
with his work. Naturally auîe's firat rexnarks
wvere an the temperatune, and tlîe rcturaed voy-
ager confesscd that lie likcd aur sunimer far boss
titan tic previous anc spent amnid the 6ternal snaov
ai Mlcçorinick Bay.

IlYou have beon twice to tho A retie regians,
have you nat 1" I began.

"lYes," Mr Stokes replied. IlI 'vas artist ment-
ber of tlîe l'cary Relief Expedition ai 1892, and
ai the North Groenland Expeditiauî in 1893-94.
WVly did 1 go?1 Weil, chiefiy fromn a boliei that
such unknown regians would yield a lot ai new
subjects, and I think you ivili agree with me that
they did ; but I da not think it is likely ta, ho-
came a popular sketcliing ground for maîiy rea-
sons. I had pecu)iar appartunities ; we were
very far north, oniy six lîundred miles iii a
straiglht lino front tho Pale itseli ; and frors the
circumstance ai my Ion-est stay thora beiîug on the
second visit, I gat ta know ny surroundings, and
wvas able to, wait for exceptional effects. For you
must nat suppose înany ai these wvoîderful
skies are naornal ta tîmat region, any more tîman,
tihey are ta, aur aovn. Indeed, tîme mast surprising
effects tîmere, I never saw Ltvice. For instance,
tlîat amie, wvhicli 1l cal! lime Gates of Etudes,"
happeîued hy chance wlhen wve 'vere out for a deer
hiunt in Olrik's Blay, September 10, 1893 ; the
clouds piled up with tue lurid etrect I have tried
ta represent. No, tue color is not al bit exagger-
ated; vivid as iL is, it i4 not sa dazzling as tîme
actual sky was at the time 1 painted it. The caîrs
'vater iiîirrared the fog hanks drifting aver iL,
wvhieli werc dyed to a blood-rcd by tue suit shilimng
tîmnaugli a doift la the ice at aur back. Did I paint
aIl thoscoan the spot? \Vhy, yes. TlîaL is to
say, ail Uic sketches wvere donc in tue open, and
these io-w larger pictunes are merely trailsoriptsofa
the notes madle on tlîe spot. I bolieve imi work-
ing direct f roin Nature ; -but it 'vas nat an casy
maLter fthîere. The paint froze as iL loit the
brueli, and rolied off in dry pellets. Soînetinies,
as, for instance, wvhen I was making tliat sketch
oin the ice-foot at the bond ai tic Bay, there wvas
a driving storm of sleet ail tho time, sa that 1 laid
literally ta scrape the saow o amny panel 'vith a
palette-knife, bit hy bit, aîîd drap tie color into
its place. Of course, under sucli cirounistaiîces I
could only jot dowvn thme colons as quickly as pas-
sible out ai doors; thien inminy studio, a weli-
ligflited, big rmont, wvhen IL was Warimn I merely
gat thîc sketches inta shiape without ahtering any-
thing."

"WaL timte ai thie day d id yau paimît nîastly?
"At miduîight ar theroabauts, as a rule; yau

soc tiiere is no great difference in the ligliL aIl tic
four-and.Ltventy liaurs round. Tlîat sketch, for
instanuce, ai Bowdoini Bqa, I distinctly ronuember
inaking under peculiar circumstances.

Il On August 5th we steAmed to, the head ai LIe

Bay and wvcnt ashare, drawing Up our boat aftor
us. Ilio:i lîeadivg over the ice-bcd, wvo asconded
gradually, planting poles huere and therc ta guide
us on out* roturn j0111111y. At 1 e ini the oveniîîg
'vo liad just splicod a polo and plated it., dead
tired by a wvalk of ciglît utiles, duiring whlicli wo
liad clim-bod 8oiu 3,300O foot; we hiad not brouglit
snowv-shoes, îuîd wcre consulting on the advisabi-
lity of sonding saino af our p.&rty back for theîn.
Su Professor Hleibruti and tlitrce in dccided v)
returji, whlI eight in went forward ta plant
allater polo ; just a.- tic Professor liad 4tarted
awvay and liad gono a fowv litundred yards, WCo saw
a speck on the hiorizon axîd lieard lîolloaing and
shoutng. lIt was Peary, fur whvlzWC wc vro iii
search ; for ia tioso rogion-s sound travelb ant etior-
nmaus distance. Our pàt:ry sawv limi first, so wo
waited for tho ablers to jain us. 'Vo wvero thon
'vot through, having beon up to aur knces in snov
ail tho way, and often stopping in crovices up ta
our armpits. As wvo wvaited, a sea ofi nist rolled
up ; awvay below us wvas t.ho Bay, conipletely lîid-
dont. After a wlîilo Peary canio up to us, and 'vo
wvcnt back to tho ship, to bu rccived with cheers
and great oxcitemont. 1 went to bed at once-it
was about four or five p.in.-and slept until nine
the next ovoning, tho 6Gth af August. Tien 1 gat
up and wvont~ ashoro wvith iey skotching inaterials,
'valked two utile's, and painted tho sketch whicli I
have eîîtitled "lA Groenland Valley," gctting
back to tho ship about twvo paîn., August 7t.h.
The %ralley is full of fresli water pools formed by
molted ico and ï3nowv. It is carpetod wvit1 mos
and grass, and lias many fernis and flowers; înyriads
af inosquitoos, butterllies, humble-becs, Ilios and
othor insects swarin thore. That anecdote will
-ive you a bottor idea af the difl .ulties that are
m;et there titan any inerely goneral descriptions
would'"

"Aro the natives civilized 1
W~hy yos, in a way ; tlîey have thoeir own

notions and customs, soîno of wvhichi seem odd to
us; but thoy are vory intelligent. Thore in that
painîting, "The Ing.nîuk.too," is ane of the.ir
homos, a typical igloo; I.painted tho picturo just
as you sec it, Sitting in this corner. It wasn't
very înuch space ta work in, about two yards hy
one. T£hose girls, Who are strippcd ail but a
waist eloth. havo just been Sleeping betwen furs.
Is that another girl 1 Why, no; that is tho son
ai the, oid fellow next to lîi-u, 'vha is a medicino
man. If Iiis face 'ncre in repose yau wvauad se
wvhat a fine type ai countenance it is. They look,
and are, vory kind and vo.j shrewd. Here, iii this
IInnuit Seamstresscs," are two girls mending
clothes in the open air-lt is lato July, su tihat iL
is comlparatively ivarli."

"lTheir costume is just like that ai the mon, is
it naL? '

IThero is not much difference, certainly. The
wvomen woar seakckiin trausers, and an upper gar-
nient also oi seaiskin, with a haod shaped poucli ta
carry the babies. That strip ai haro fiesh 'vhich
shows at lier thighi, is for ventilation. lIn the dry
atinosphiero ono perspires very froely ; ini this con-
ditioni it would bo fatal ta rest in tho open aiter
exertion, unless saine ineans ai ventilation 'vere
«adopted."

IlThte atmasphiere iinside the litits must ho fright.
fui, is it ualot "

"lWeil, it is bad until yau graw accustemoci to
it. WCo had, during aur second visit, very good
quarters, a regularly built encampinont with two
Wvoaden houses, mny studio, and a covcred pro-
menade for exorcise. Yau wvill sc a sketch af
it ii l"he Camîp of the North Grenland Ex-
peditian."

And so withi modest annotations ta the alroady
excellent catalogue, INr. Stokes inado his pictures
even mare intercstiiuîf, Aithougli quito apart
from their subjecb, these paintings are gaod enacughI
ta establisli a reputatian. Tho artist is singular-
ly inodest ln lis recital ; indeed, lie displays the

quiet absence of prido, wJiicli aftci isiîniie
tlOSO WvhOS0 IClie% ý.îuit.4 ara- patenit ta 11Il nîcu.
'ite super> heauty of tho Arctic skieq, oven unlder
normal conditionis, witli tho liiglî liglit ai tlo ileo
alwvays accelituating tliRir toile ; tho eliroinati2
Wvonder ai the Aurora ini it4 own bithfplace, tha(
nIovel S.1h1iuuS ai colur ill blu(es and grPtenS Wliol
tr lF.e thase iii aquainarine.4, eniera<ls înd -sap-

phio -jade the gallory a folle for tlue ey, a4 Weil
au for the imagination. 'lo sce topographical sub-
jocts r-elidcc îîiCl the dlistiliguislicd technliquef
thmît is the glury ai the best illodcria scîmool, ks ili
itself a pleasant novelî.y. lIt ig hard to get tito
publia ta accept two tlis-tiiiet points4 of view, ait
iL is Lu bo feared that the very intercst of the nauoc
dotal bide oi tho picture i2auscd grao injustice ta
be donc to thoir intrinisie ineiet.

With tic ane oxe.iptianl ai )1r. \V; 1liatii Stott,
af Oldbaun, mia aOne, ia Englaîid lit ail ovamîts, lias
painted snow, and tio sky above it, ais Mr. Stokes
lias donc. Soîute lines hy Mnr. Blis;s Carman--"l A
whiteo oternity aglow with silent dawn, still.airecl
and passiunless '>-o.press tho kcyntiot of titose
clolightfi impressions. TFe accoaîplisloci techini-
que that lins pontrayed the pootry af theoanc trac'
as yet unti od by mnan-tîe ane secret of the worid-
sphinx wvhich hoe lias naL guessed Savo in patrt-*'ia
doubt mnade tîme resuit stili mare iiiiprcssive "'o
thoso who saw Mr. Sto:es' exhibition, it %% Il
alwuiys livo as a vivid record ai tlings only
d.reamt ai beforr-a record ai womider an(l îovel t -
tlîat is by infiniteiy sîibtlo differences oi colar atid
atiosplmere nearer akini ta tlîc liglit of roance
'vlich nîover yet shono an sea or land, tluan tluat
on sayotlier landscapes ono roînembers. Tliose
'vha did not cnjoy tho pleasureofa sccing titeso uni-
que sketches and pictures mnany timos, mnay think
the oulogy strained, but ai aIl tho thomîsands ai
picturos seen hy tîxo proeont writor iii 1895,
thes alerne niake the year ain aiuas ntrabilia,
for tiîey imparted ait entirely îîow sensation.

A novel and itotre.4ting exhibition af tmo work
of tho Art Student's League, wiIl tako place at
Roberts' gailory, boginning Navember '28th. Tite
exhibition will take tlîc fori of a retraspective
vicw ai the work ai tlîh ge during tlîe ton
yoars ai its existence.

AIl watcr.colors anti hlack-and Wvhiite wvil ho
1passe-partol. Noncofa the sketches wvill ho fi-nui
cd. Sketches frnt nature and lufe, designs for
hoùk illustrationîs and origéinal sketches for wvell
kaaovn magazines will ho slia'n.

A colored artist ai note, wvho sa Cauadian by
birth, resides in Providence, li 1. Hoe wa bora
ia St. Aîidr' .vs, Nowv Bruns-3w;.k, aînd is ai nuixed
origin-Frencli, Indian and Africaui.

As a clîild 'le was a passianate laver ai nature
in aIl its color conîbinations. Ilis African Ll.,od
Shows itsolf in bis lave of sunmmly studios Re difi.
like9 the mooniliglit, and biates darkness.

After considerable liardslîip duoe ta his touch ai
race color, lie sottled down ta the study af art iii
Bostoi, undor Dr. Minmer.

is inast notod effort wvas IlUndor thu Qaks,"
wvhiclm rcceived, a gold moedal at theo Phiiladolplîia
Centeanial. Thtis picturo wvas sold ta a M-r. Dul',
ai Bo2ton, for $1,500.

Sinico thon MNr. Bannistor lias lahored very in-
dustnionsly, ex)iibiting cadi year in Boston, and

anking a confortablo living.
Mr. Banuiister's studio is very picasantly sit-

uated in a large building, uliost entiroly occupied
hy artists. There is notliing about iL ta suggcst
tho Afr-o-Anietnican excopt tho painter lîimself and
a portrait ai his wvifo.

lIrs. Bannistor is a woinan ai niote. Iller bis-
tory is vcry inteý'esting. Site dcsccnded fram a
noted Narragansett chief.BLC AN IT.

Usa Wisisor & Newton'a, Artist Colorf.


