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(S3 aopb.is of pacr r.id by lrs. . il. Tjuringtit.% t tionaI
Councii Qonfercncc.1IN the distributioni ai talent Gad knaovs no

distinction between hîigh and low-barn
lîumanity. Tlîe hriglitest geins are somo-
times found in the most unlikely places,

amîd obtemi l"in a wvooden house a galdei :aom
isfoumid"; somotimes wve find the matuial vaice
(tlîe first requisite ai a singer) amaiigst tie
opulent class, but far mare irequently, imi the
ranks ai the poor ai aur race. Instances of
thie discover>'f aixtraordin-try vaices among
tic Italiamîs, with scant clotlîing and hare
feet,-organ grinders, coachmoîî,quarry mets,
colliers and thie like, wvli, bcing assisted,
risc ta promîinenceîin tle artistic worid, -are
toa numerous ta require more thi.n a passing
allusion.

The lave ai music is part of aur nature, it
kiiows no iatiomialit>' or crecd, na differenice
min rank, cand;tion or class. If we are crn-
joined ta cultivate God-givmî talent, and are
liclký responsible for doing so hy aur Maker,
tiintlîis dut>'iscdean>' before aIl. Thlîeclp-
less cannat help themsel,,es, and asbstance
s implied froin some qur.rtor or otlier. laî
sucent years variaus agoncies hav-. heeui se
in motion ta ameliorate the comiditioa ai the
hlepless, alleviate paverty and distress, ta
raise ta a hîigher levol the desîres and tastes
ai aur less favoured fellow-creaturs, -and
it. is slaov hoing realised mare tlîan ever,
tlîat music cans ho niado ta serve as a material
aid ta such a desirahle end. For, heing a
liealthy amusement and recreatian, it culti-
vates and refines tastes, and the lave for it
flaving heen once felt, a lasting and inspirir.g
ifluenîce for gond, ta the indi.'idual, and

cammunit>', accrues.
Any casual observer must have neticod

howv the influence of music is felt-by the
tired saldier an the long and wveary mardi,'-
hv the crowvd wvlo are cauglît b>' the strains
ai a militar>' band, wvhich at once joins in thie
mardi, or quickcstep, ta the rhîythm af tlue
inusic,-and wvho has not seen the oye af the
Scotch man, or womai', kindie as tlue sound
ai the hagpipes at the head ai a regiment ai
Hiighlanders bas marched past ?-wvhile it is

il camlnion a Il d
cveryday mnatter
for evonl the
childrcn in thec
streets ta bc seenl
f oli1o wv i nl g the
itinerant music-

ian of ' The H-andetyad h
are also caughit by the ethercal music
of the Germat, band. Suflice it to

say, tlîat love for music rnay be said to bo
universal (even in stolid aId England, and
let us aiso say lier colonial branches). The
tremendous strides in musical devclopment
made in England of late years, and the
public demand for institutions wvlîere music
is taught, such as the Royal Academy, and
tha Royal Col toge of Music, in fligher
branches, and more iii line withi wvhat we arc
striving aftcr-viz., takingbaold of tie niiddle
and lower classes,-is done to a great extent
by the largest music school ini the world-
the Guildhall School of Music, wvlich is
unider the auspices of the corporation of
London, an example, wvhich, if followed b>'
ouir Caniadian corporations, wvould do wvanders
for the recreation of nur people.

Vocal music is taught, tea r necessarily
liinited extent, in our Public Schiools, and a
slight musical knovledge is gainied thereby,
but music is nat given enough real attention,
nor treated in such a serious manner as ta
affect materially the musical education of
our young people. Could the study otmusi-
cal instruments ho introduced, themi indced,
musical education wvould show actual pro-
gress, for in order to play any instrument,
one murst understand the elements of muic;
and the knowvledge once obtain proves a
source of profit and pleasuire ever J&ter.

The study of the violin, and atlier orchestral
inistrumients, hy boys and girls is becoming
general, and many amateur orchestral organîi-
sations arc being formed thromglout the
Britisli Empire.

WVe are miot dealing wvith this subject front
a '« tramnp class " pi, nt of vicw, but front the
point of what cati be donc to keep our
hanest but poor people abave thîe pobsibil:ty
of sink-ing ta that lovel. it wvould be voll to
analyse the circuinstances of the individuals
wvlo arc sa unfortunate in the battle of lufe,
that they gradually faîll instead of sisc in tlîe
social scale, and it wvill ha found that in such
lives ilîusic is ahsent,-not that tlîey arc
nat -susceptible ta its influence% when'they
come withiin its radius, rather the contrary,
for it is generally uinder the influence of tlîc
hymn, and the nîusî%c associated with it, tlîat
the sentiment af tlîe %vrds .,trikes homte ta
the hcart of thc unfortunate. And one of tle
vcry first things a rcclaimed seul wvants to
do is ta sing in praise and tliankfulness,-
thus showing that iii our natures, omie and
a]), rich and poor alike, music is a source of
solace and uplifting for the bost olements of
wvlich our nature is composed.

One of the first consequences ai the study
of music, is that the mind is, for the time, sO
ahsorhed as ta ho drawvn away fromn tlîe
contemplation of anything cIsc, aîîd the
taste for music, once implantod, hecomes a
permanent influence for gaad. AIl wvho are
fortunsate iii their surroundings, knaw and
feel tlîe pleasure that is derived from listen-
ing ta good music, and that the more it is
listened ta, the greater the desire becomes te
hear more, and if possible higher forms af
its devclapment ; thus demanstrating cloarly
the fact af the upward tendency upon the
minds of the edlucaled and tortu ne-favoured.
If this class is sa influonced, surely it is a
strong argument for placing their less for-
tunsate fellow-creatures wvithin the uplifting
influence and effect of music.

The study of' instrumiental mîusic introduced
irîto our scimuiols ot a comprlicnish'e and ef-
fective plan, %vould h ami inestimiable boon ta
thc ncv generatiomi of our voauing counutry.
Under the present schlool s-Ystenil nihters
of cliildren are broughit forvard frani Ille
schools ta illustrato whiat tlîey are doing iii
vocal mîusic ; but takcing things as Ui>'te adn-
ally exist, the,' practical results, iii sa far as
musical oducation goos, show that caompara-
tively little lias been accomplislîod.

Thon, agaimi, for comhinod effect, siinibers
muist corne together. This ks comiparatively
easy iii the large cities, but whiat heconies of
the portion af aur population residinig out-
side af theso centres, sa far as nî'îsical
influence goos? Apply a partionu af the
money provided for tiîusic; in our Ptitil;c
Sclîaols ta nmusical instruments, and what
nîust result ? A far greater aniaunit ofi musi-
cal knowledge ap.îrt fron tic actual pla> ing
af an instrument ; amîd wlvhcn it is acquired
every child goos lionie-whether iii city or
counstry-providcd with the skill and ability,
nat anly ta imprave lii,î or herself, but ta
incite otliers ta lcarnl ta play, and ta add ta
the recreatiomi iii fanîily circle and coin-
niunity.

Proof af liov' r.tpidly tic taste for orches-
tral miusic sprends and tîe tusoful purposes
ta wvhicli it inay be applieu. lias been slo%%~ si
in one af aur Canadian cities during tlîe past
fe;v years. Originating iii an Orchestral
School, %vhich wvas orgaroised wvith a view ta
pramlote the study af orchestral instrument.%
and ta afford archestral training free, it lias
sa succoe(led tlîat the professional ranks are
supplomnited, anid orchestras are nlow found
aiccomipami) ing tic music iii the Sumîda)
Schools o* aIl Jenininatians throughautt thic
tity. This Orchestral School is made tip ai
youing sclîool girls nd bo> s and inany who
-ire engaged during tlîe day at '.arious t rades.
An annual concert is gie.en, at wlîich > otng
soloists froni the Public Schools are broughit
out a% evidence afital, may be acconiplished
by scilool childrcn, and an abject tesson is
tlius provided-the yauing people take part
in Ille publie performances. The fathers,
miothers% and fricnds attend ta se and liear
their children, and tliroughi tliis means a.
miaterial interest is awvakeiled in miusic, and
incalculable gaod is effected.

A coumitry's amue cimnts ver>' largel>' idi-
cate Ille r-laractcristics of tlîe people -1 an,
therefore, as it is heinog shiown tUîdt intisi
cans be learnit uip ta tlîe required stalte of
cfficiency hy the veiy young, wlîy shiuldl it
not ho mîadc ta fori part af tic regujl«t
education ir. the sLhiools tlîroaghout the
country ? We do nat argue against vocal
music heing tauglît, but wlîat a grand thing
it would ho if at the public exhibitions of
aur schools the sangs ai tlîe schiool childremî
could bu accompanied orchestraliy hy school
childen also. This w~ould edu,..ate our Uiii-
dren in music beyand anytliing wve cans
imagine, and the results would be, not
merely ta a locality, but ta tlîe interest of
the country' nt large.

It must ba concedcd tlîat tlic influence aof
music is ami>'y for gond. Then place it withimî
tie reach ai every child in Canada, a newv
interest ta thîem %vould tlius he creatcd;. and
as aIl admit the tendency af music ta drawv
in the riglît direction, let us give ev2ry
chance ta aur youing people ta so forni tlieir
habits thiat music wvili hocome part af their
ver>' being. A feasible plan nîay ho easil>'
outlined for the wvorking ont ai the iderts
irmvolved in providimîg for time munsical editca-
tien of tlîe young people ai Canada througli
the medium af the Public Schiools ai the linoes
suggested.
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