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RELIGIQUS DEPARTMENT

THE PRE SENT OPPORTUNITY
it is said thiat the Grccks werc particu-

larly proud of one large statue thiey liad
erected. It represcnted an oki mani ; lie
hiad -wigs on Iiis feet, a long forelock,
but no liair oi, thec crown or back of lis
licad, and lic wvas bcnding forward as
thoughi ii the act of rîiîinig. Whcn ask-
ed as to. its nieaning, they wvould reply:
I-is attitude indicates that lic is ever iiov-
ing oîîward ; thie wiiîgs on biis feet sho-w
liow swiftly lic gocs; and. tlîat lieceau oiîly
be laid liold on, before lie passes you is
mnifest froni the way bis liair is triiiîîuied.
His nainîe is Opportunity.

Our prcseiit college terni, as a reality,
w~ill sooxi be a tlîiîg of the past: but its
influence will go out iîîtc, thc world te,
hive, and, like the leaveui iii the nical,
'%vill wvork its. w'ay uîîitil it lias becoine a
part of the great Nvlîolc. Evil and goocl,
botlî are likened to leaven: wvliat, tliexi,
shahl the influence of our present collcgc
terni be upon the world-good or evii ?

The ariver to, this question can b
given very eniplîatically ;aîîd iii order so
to do, there is no nced for a special pro-
plîctic vision. How is tlhe presetit oppor-
tuîîity being used ? Wlien tlîis question is
aîîswered, thîe otlier is practically settlecl;
for, to a greater extetît tlîaiî pcrlîaps sonie-
times w~e like to admit, our present action
i5 shiaping our future destiîîy and ijiflu-
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Thiere are nîaiîy wvaysý iii wliclî oppor-
tunity cornes to a studetît in WTcslcy. The
one we desire to mention particularly is:
Decision for Chirist. Tlîis great questioni
bas lieei kept pronîineît ly before us,
througlîout thec terni. WTe are glaci thiat
tlue execuitive of our Y.M\.C.A. wvas suc-
ccssful iii arraîiging a series of special
mioitlîly cvangelistic services, to be con-
ducted by the City pastors. We Nvere
visited in turn by thie iRcvs. H. \Vigle. W.

The closing nmcetinîg of tlue Ladies' i-\'Iis-
sioti Study Class w'as lîcld Suiîday. April
8tlî. i11 the College îarlor. Thec iiictiiîgs

L. Arnmstrong aiîd S. Cleaver ; and it is
a cause for deep gratitude tlîat soîne took
a noble -stanîd for Clirist, and nîany othiers
wcre streîîgthcened ini tlheir cotisecration
to His service.

Decision lias likewise beexi tlue chiief
tlionglit presented iii tlhe Suiiiday nîorning
class. Ail vlio, have availed tlieinselvea
of thc privilege of tlîis meatîs of -race can
tcstify to thic faitlîftîl and earnest mîanner
iii wliich thec present opportunity lias beeti
prcsscd hîomîe by Prof. Riddell, aîîd as'à a
resuit îîîany are goîîîg out iîîto life -witlî
the deteriiation to live for God.

Tliere is, howevcr, axiotlier side to tlîis
qluestion. Wliat about tliose whio have
not yet îiiade tlîis decision for Christ ?
Procrastiîîation wvill certainly îîot îiiakc
thîe 'separation froni sin aîîd self any casier.
" No mnii caîî serve two îîîastcrs" is a
w~ord of thîe Saviour. Our mîere iîidiffcr-
ence wvill flot be reckoned a good excuse
for neglect ; tliet can we too cariiestly
uirge tipon oturselves the inmportanîce of the
following Elles à

XVlîen prayel deliglîts tlîce lcast, tlien
lcarn to say,

Soul ! iiow is greatest iieeci thiat thîou
shîoiild'st pray.

Crooked and wvarpcd, I aîîî, aîd I would
fain

Straigliteîî myscîf by thîy righît hune
again.'"ý

Our rcsponsibility increases ivitli the
mîultiplication of our opportuîiities. Wicîii
Clîiis:t wvept over Jeruisaleni, it -%as 1c-
cause shie lîad prostituted- lier privîleges;
w'lîii He proîîouîîced wocs îapon Cliorazixi
aîîd ]3etlisaida, it wvas beause tlîcy liad
îîcglccted thecir opportuiiitics. I-ow, thien,
shiail w~e escape if wvc ncglect so great sal-
vatioti ? Surely, great is thie prescut op-
portuuity!

tlîrotighout wvere of a uîost iiîtercsting char-
acter. anîd at the saine tiîîîc a great deal of
inîformîation wvas gai licrcd coîîcerîîiîg wvork
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