THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY RECORD.

83

——

profitable, we cannot but express our regret that
it has been so Jong 10 ubeyance.  So swon as we
received your esteemed commumcition of date
Q5th December, 1848, we had arranged fortiwnh
to acknowledge 1t 5 and, of we have been fouger
fn effecting our purpose than 18 properly consisient |
with friendshup’s terns, it 19 not, be ussured, that
we do not rejuce at the relationship established
between us, or do not reckon 1t o wygnal pnvilege
to be told of your sympathies ond regard.  Might
¥rc not do much, by brotherly intercourse, to pro-
voke one another to love and good works; and
by mutual commumications regarding the answer
which the Lord 18 returming 10 our petion— ‘Thy
kingdom come,” be adding 10 our ** wisdom® for
the solemn work of “ winmng souls,” as well ay,
perhaps, be « helpers of one another’s joy.” Let
us hépe that, henceforward, our correspondence
may be regular and frequent, so that not even this
session, though now eo far advanced, much less a
future one, may be ollowed to pass without an
interchange of senuments of interest and affection

We are glad to hear of the cfforts you have
been making in behalf of your countrymen who
are the subjects of the Man of sin; and of the
tokens with which you have alceady been encour-
aged, of God's countennnce aad bizacing. Deter-
mined aggression on Antichpst's domain 1s surely
a duty to which the churches of the Refurmation ure
specially bound ; and ail the more at a tune when
the enemy is so active in extending his domnion
to the ruin of men's souls. Though we are no
longer engaged in this enterprise ditectly, 1t 13 not
certainly from beng indifferent to its importance,
but from finding ourselves unable, conastently
with other claims, to maintain a separate agency
ia the field. Those of our fellow-studeuts who
belong to Ireland, make it, as becoues them, their
peculiar work, directing their efforts to the spintual
welfare of their poor countrymen at home, and
also co-operating in the schenic which has been
instituted here for the spread of Bible truth among
the multitudes of them wuthin ourown city. That
acheme is ono of the most hopeful for counteract-
ing popery which has hitherto been devised ; for
though is has as yet had but & brief trial, much
good is believed to have resulted from its opera-
tions.

Your account of the City Mission work in
which you are engaged personally, we have
perused with deep interest.  Most cordially do we
concur with you in the estimate you have formed
of the importance of such labours—convinced, as
we are, that, whether we regard the benefitto the
visitor himself, in tiiz moral training to which he
is thas subjected, or the blessing he may be privi-
leged to convey to those with whom he comes in
contact, a student of Divinity rould not occupy a
portion of his time more profitably. We are very
prone to persuade ourselves, however, that this 15
uot our province, and that for us, A our present
circams*ances; practically to put forth evangehstic
effort, is neither expedient nor warrantable. But
to entertait and act upos such a nqtion as this is
but to misled ourselves, and give a triumph to
the great adv *rsary of souls. For wnat can be
more advantag2ous, on the low grocnd of pru-
dence even, thau to be initiating oursclves now
into what is to b the work of our whole future-
lives? And if, moch more, we have teen brought
%o realize, a3 the regenerate only do, the value of
49 immortal soul, xad taucht to “ know the terror
of the Lord,” can we fail'to feel deeply for the
butcasts and degrdded for whom, alas? sofew are
caring ; and as far as our dtities as studenta per-
mit, go and beseech them to be. reconciied unto
God. 1tistc this department of the Missionary
field that we have bfen obliged, of late, 3s an
association, almost exclusively to confine ourselves,
maintainiog & catechist, as we Logan two years
#go to do, in connection with the West Port mis-
sion, The condition of the massesin all our large
towns, now exciting the apxiety even of the most

strate that the * Territonal Systew,” of wluch
thus 18 an lustiagon, aad wal whick the aame of
Chaliners will forever be asacinted, s the wethod
by which, above all others, we should set sutselves
10 reclaim our abandoned  populanon.  ‘The
Church, it is 1o be feared, has but it le regarded
the ery wlich their sad case hne eo long beenr ad-
dressmig to her ; butif she would mawnain what
she has already won, much more, enlaniege and ex-
tend her conquests, it belioves her nstartly to
meet thig cnormous evil, and, m earnestly be-
seecling and  confidently  eapecting  that the
Chureh’s Great Head will prosper her labou-s,
effectunlly check aml counteract . On us, then,
who nre looking forward to bemg engaged as her
minsters, will devoive a great respousibility wih
reference to tins obyeet.  Ualie with us, dear
brethren, i supplicating grace that we wmay be
enabled to act up to it—that, wking hold of the
steeng.h of Hium who is Almighty, we may addreas
ourselves to this undertaking, snd be honoured as
the istruments of spreading throughout our Jaund,
the seeds of Divine truth, aud of making 1, indeed,
as the garden of the Lord,

In being unable, from the low stnte of our
funds, to do anything, during the past year, for
the cause of niissions In Iudia, we have cause nat
only for deep regret, but also lor deep ba miny.
When the Chuech is naking #uch effortava b b If
of this great objeet, it would weld become hor
students surely to be foremnost 1 the work—inani-
festing, by self-denymg conduct now, that tle
true nuas‘onary spirit ammaies them, and th .t
should God ever honour them to cngage s
service, it will be as entirely consecrnted 10 it—ua
ready to go whithersoever He may send. to da
whatsoever e may command, aad to sufier wita.«
soever He may apposnt, with unreserved subani -
sion to His will. ‘To India, beyond cvesy ath-r
foregn field of labour, he scems to he wviting the
regards, pre-emmently—of the Free Church of
Scotland, calling tpon her by the sight of ne v~
tiads sunk in heathenism, by the sinal sucee s
vouchsafed in the past, and by the great and e~
couragmng prosprcts for the fuiure, to go in and
posscss the land. God grant that she may nnt
prove unfaithful under such an appeal.  May she
be foend responding to it by increasing in prayer-
fulness and faith, and by exerting herceif more
and more devotedly in behalf of the good caase ;
and may many be prepared to go fonth f.omn her
midst to spend and be spent in that land fr
Christ’s name’s sake. until at length the Sun of
Righteousness, wuh hialing in his wingz, may
arise and shine on it, throughout all nsborders,

Praying that you may grow in grace, and in
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ,

We remain, dear brethren, yours sincerely.

Tn name of the New College Missionary Asso-

ciation,
Rorert G. Bavrotn, President.
Wirniax K. Mrrenees, Secretury.

D
HISTORICAL ESSAY ON THE CULDEES.

Read before the Blissionary Society of Knox's
Dollege.
[coxcrunen ]

The following historical facts, besides showin 2
the exémplary zeal and attivity of the Culdees in
their missions 10 England, will speak for them-
sclves in yelafion to this part of the subject.  The
ancient kingdom of Mercin, in England, contain-
ing the countics of Chester, Notungham. Deiby,
Stafford, Salop, Northampton, Leicester, Liveuln,
Huzuagdon, utland, Warwick, Warcester, Ox-
ford, Gloncester, Buckingham, Bedford, Hesefurd,
and gart of Heriford, was convered to Christian-
ity by Finnans, Djuma, Ceollach and Finmbher,
Tush Culdee Presbyters. The kingdom of Nor-

thoughtless, gives to this enterprise a peculiar im-
portance ; and the remarkable success wath which
, it continues to be attended, svould seem to demon-

thumberland, which confained York, Lancaster,
and the northern pasts of England, and extended
a considerable way into Scotland, was chiefly

!con\-emd by Aildan, another Irish " \lilee Press
Chyter.  Beex, Middlesex, and Hewetard were
re-converted by Cedd, another Insh pieshipter,after
they hal relapeed into pagimtsm.  In ehort, the
early ecclesintical histories umte 1 proving that
the greater part of Englood war planied with
Uchutches, by there zealous and octive Christing
miatstem, who had no other ordination to their
office, except what they recewved ot lona.  And
thic siate of things did not eaist for n short penod
i only, but for several hundred vears, during whiek,
" Bugland continued ta ve supplied by the Caldes
U institutions, with bishops edueated and ordnined
solely by presbytem.  ‘T'hie folluwing extract from
the venerable Bede, will affurd us saine 1den of
the ordinptions which took place at Iona. 1t id
the ordination of Aidan whose name we havo
just meationed © Qawald fun English prinee) sent
to the clders of the secta amongst whon he had
been baptized, that they nizht sead him a bishop,
by whose doctrine and minisry the naiion of th
Angles, which he governed, might be im«uué'(ej
in the Christinn faith and recvive the sacranients.
The preshyiems of lona accordingly sent tum Cor-
mac, whomn they ordained 10 that office ; but as
his manners were too austers, he fuled in concil-
iaung the affrerions of tie people gad was oblige
to return.  Upon lus armival at Tora, the Preshy -
ters met to receive hiz report,—which Prebyte-
rial ineeting Bede thus deserihes* v Corgyncin the
assembly of the elders, made relation, how that
in teaching he could do the peaple no goud (o the
which he was sent, fo-a<mueh ax they were fotked
that might not he reclaime |, of o hard capaeitie,
and fieree natare.  ‘Then the clders began to trect
at long, what were best to be done! Whiie
they were thus deliberating about what ought u{
be done, Audan, one of the Lrethren present, am
who probably was only lutherto a student or
teacher of secular learning amung them, aro e
and addressed them, offedng his opinion on the
subject under consideration, —Bede thys continnra
to describe the circumstanee  “ ANl that were at
the Aseembly, looking upon Aidan, debated chli-
gently his saying, and concluded that he above
the rest was worthy of thot charge and bishoprick;
and that he should be sent to instruet thosd vi-
learned Paynims. For he was tried to bé chiefly
garnished with the grace of discretion, the mo-
ther of all virtues. Thus makifig kim bishop
they sent him forth to preach. . From this itland
therefore,” continuca Bede, « from the college of
these Munks, was Aidan scnt to the province of
the Aongles, who were to be initiated into the
Chrigtian faith, he having received the degree of
the, Episcopate.”

I cannot refrain from gicing one othir tosti=
mony in confirmanun of the fact we dre Auempting
to illustrate. It is part of 1 eprech delivered bes
fore the Pope's Legate, in 1176, by Gitbert Mur-
rav, at that time a young clergyman of the Scots
fsh Church, when popery, at that period gaining
the ascendancy in England. waw dedirous of bring-
ing the Church of Sceiland into subjection to the
Archbishop of York, and the kingdnm of England.
* Tt is true,” aaid he, * English nation—thou at-
tempteat, in thy wretched awbition and fust of
domincering, to brnug under thy jurisdiction thy
neighboar provinces and nations. more noble,
will not sy in mwkitude cr pawer, but in lineage
and antiguity ; nnte wiom if thou wilt consider
accient rccmd::, thou sheu'dest rmther have beert
humbly obedient, or at Irast Inging aside thy ran-
cour, have reigmed together in perpetual love; and
now with all wickedness of pride, that thou shew=
est without any reacon or law, but in thy ambiti-
ous power, thou scelcat to opytess thy mother the
Church of Scotland, which from <he beginfiing
hath been Cathalic and free, and 1whick brought
thee, when thou wast s{Fayirg in the swilderncss
of heathenism. unto the safeguard of the true
Jaith, and wag of cternal life, even unto Jesos
Chrigt the author of cternal rest. She did wa.li
thy kines and princes in the laver of holy baptisin;
she tanght thee the commandments of God, and
instrueted thee in moral dutice, she 1.1 sceernt
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