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but within you, It is not meat, nor
ýdrink, nor dress, nor any outward act or
nets, but is righiteousness in the Ho013
Ghiost.

SELF-DENIAL.

<(Ait Eract, wvith Conients.)

fflieii Chiristians wisli to accoinplisli ailytiil
thc 'y iiiist act oit the priiiciple of self-denial.I
inioney wNaiited ? Deny self, and give it. Do wvith-

ontsoio hxuy, and honor the Lord with thy sub-
stance. "-Ain Exchange.

Now this paragrapli ivili bc readily
-subscribed to by near'y ail Christians as
fairly representing Bible teacbing, and
ail healthy Christian experience. And
yet, if it be closely scanned, it will be
-seen to belong to what Paul calis the law
of sin and death.

'<fs money wanted?" Wben wvas
inoney se.-mingly more wanted? Pick
-u~p any religious paper and see. What
urgrent calls front missionary societies>
fiom11 church building societies, front
,moral reformi societies, front benevolent
societies, whose name as to variety is
Jegion I Then turn the attention nearer
,home, and the very churcli in which
you, worship, brings pressing dlaims con-
cerning present indebtedness, concerning
i s Sabath-school needs, and its various
charitable enterprises. Then ever and
.anon there are ringing appeals fromt its
pulpit for financial help for ail kinds of
ýChristian and moral enterprises. Verily
tlie wvhole Christian world travaileth in
pain to be delivered of its multitudinous
cerie for financial -

The reply of this representative writer
to this omnipresent caîl for money is,
'IlDeny self, and give At. Do witîhout
some luxury," etc. But this is a very
general direction, and so the question
ïmust arise as to how to fit it for practical
use. *fere is a man wvho is enjoying
,a thousand luxuries; now wili lie 611l the
bill, according to Scripture measure, if
lie deny bimself one luxury, or must lie
.deny himself ail if lie would have a dlean
.conscience? One denies himself the
luxury of sugar in his evening beverage.
But is not tea itself a 1tsSury? And so,
to become consistent, hie cornes to simple
water. Again, lie cuts off the luxury of

cakes and other table delicacies, and con-
tents himseif witb bread and butter. But
is not butter a luxury? Ane sc hie gets
down to the simplicity of dry bread and
water, Grahain bread at that. Now lie
turns lis pruning hook against luxurious
hiouse-furnishings, and linds out to his
amazernent tliat carpets, cur:tains, in short,
nearly ail within bis bouse bas the ele-
ment of luxury clinging to Ghein, for bie
finds out that lie could exchange thein
for a cheaper pattern, securingr in the
excliange a margin of money to give to
tbe world's charities, But when lie bas
grotten to this low rung of tbe self-deny-
ingr iadder, hie suddenly discovers that
his neighbor, who owns a mueli poorer
house, is ready to exchange with him
and. aliow hlm a snug qum. to boot for
benevolence. So ie" is forced to ad-
mit that bis very home is a luxurious
one in comparison with others, and, on
principle, must be given Up, if lie would
reach the bottom of this self-denying
process. But even after this sacrifice of
his home bias been made, what guarantee
bai. bie that a stili poorer abode may not
make its dlaimt for furtiier ex-zhange ?
Then whîen bie. turns bis attention to
dress, lie finds that it aiso is a bottomless
abyss on the line of self-sacrifice.

And so it is readiiy seen that this self-
denying ruleis really of the essence of
Paul's law of sin and deatb; for, in the
first place, it gives the death-blow to ahl
hopc of reaching a satisfactory law of
li? e in its ever.-descending, scale of giving,
Up luxuries. lIs end is death.

In the second place, it proves tG, "U- a
law osin. For> if careful observation is
made, it wvil1 be found that as men deny
tbemselves luxuries on this line, so tbey
find it imipossible ýle! refrain from cen-
sorious thought or word concerning the
luxuries indulged in by otbers. We
speak thiat whicl-. we bave known, and -
testify that whichi NA bave seen. Nay,
the very spirit witb which this statenient,
is met b.y apostles and practisers o? tbis
teacbing, if obser ver, ivili read its lesson
to thoughtful niinds. Our conviction is,
not bastily £ormed, that notbing feeds
spiritual pride more fhan acts o? self-
denial practised according to this teach-
ing. Blow else aceount for the fact that
tliose wbo deny tbemselves some luxuries
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