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CHRIISTMAS TREF.S.
MNFVVi.y Christmnas! Why do v. keep it

rr.tit an îuîuch joy and gladuesa 1 l there
a littie child anywhere wha do.. flot know
tliat it is the day when aur duar Lord was

bon?-Chiist the. prince cf glory alept
on 'Mary's knet." The viiole beautiful
htnoy is familiar to every one cf Ms, and the.
swtiu'trst thing atout Christmas la tbat it
belongs ta evcry one af ns, to the poorest
lis well as the richeat, for the inant Jeans
cain ta save the whole venld.

The. customn of banging gifts on Christmas
trecs cones ta ns front Germany. Thereo for
dals bloorehand, great propuratlou. are
tr.ado, and when the eve cf Chriatum
ari ivra. % le trc ia lighted viti tapera, and
i s bingh4s are loaded xith presenta :ar
li t t, children, teacber3, friends and ser-

Vantas. We ar" glad that many of Our

Sunday-e-chools follow the pret'y hoo Ide&
)f the Fathcrlaud ta a wider conclusion, and
nave Christmas-trees ini tho Sunday-tchool.

FATIIER CHRISTMAS YOUNG DAYS,
No one who han. read of the Christmas

festivit les af Old Eogland can averlook the
yule log, whaoe cheery blaze ha. eulivened
se mauy English hearth. A heathon cus-
tom gave rnu te this practice also. About
the sanie trne that ve keep aur great
festival, the. pagans used ta celebrate «'Ynle-
tide," or velcome to the. uew Yeur. The
word "yule," means festival of the. sun.
Those wha holped to carry the ytile-log
were conuidered sale tram, the pawer of
4pelle, and those who &at round the, merry
fire made up quarrels and wers at peace.
Twigs tramt the, log, kept during the year, were
believed te, b. safegnsrds against charme.

In early trnes Chritmas vas marked by
much rejoicing aud rovelry. A mian, vho
wus styled #L-)rd of Misrule,' vwu chosen
ta, superinteud the festivities. He vould
take up bis abode in the. bouse ot a great
tcrd, viiere ho vas foilowed by a numeraus
train, whom ho muled as king. He vas
allowed to do vhatever he chose; and ne
ane, viiether king or earl, won te take
offencseat ies jkes. Peniiaps these revel-
ries reached their iiighest pitch in the.
reign et Edward the Sixth.

W. muet net forget the feauts af tuis
season. A bomr' head ià stili seen ou the
Qneen'a table at Christmas. Iu old6n days
this disb, crown.d vith rasemary, vas
received by the. gneets with great respect,
ail standingwvien it vwu brought ini.

The. cuistomt of carol-slnging la thought
ta date ba.k as far as the. seond c9ntury.
The word ucaw» meana a sanig et joy.
lu Holland v. find, in addition ta carai-
singing, the. pretty cuistom ef carrying round
frein door te deor a star repregentlng that
vbich once guided the. Magi. Thos. Whio
gaze on the. star give the. Young men Wha
ber it alia for the peor.

As ve tins glance at the, varionsg ways lu
ich men in ail circanistancea have celle-

brated the, birthday ef the Son of God, do
ve net see that thoere la a bleesed bond et
sympathy asuongat thein ail, a bond between,
the. cbuld rejoiciug over ita Càristîas-tre.
snd the unknovn believers via sang the.
firet caral long, long ago; the. bond et a
comme» bellet that tii. Bible of Bethlehemn
halda the. sceptre et the venda. Our
tiiongits JIY te the lowly manger viiere,
(<î-WU by Divine love, ail nations, popies,
teingues meet te, exclxim, ln wards vioe.
coniplete faifilment vo sce not as yet:
" Glory ta Giod la the hughes;, and on eaxti
p tace, good will toward mon."

TIIE CIIRISIMAS-TIDE.
0F ail the days in the yoar there Is bit

tis one thit awakeni a c-)mmon lntere3t
arnong the people cf all Christian nationq.
The nations have their separata special days
celebrating parlicular events in their own
history. But these days have no particular
interest to the. people of any other c:suntry.
But here la one day of the. year, the holy
Christinu-tide, which belongi to ail Chris-
tian nations and to a&R the. world alike.
Let the day b. kept with holy ruerriment
and universal, joy. Let grateful mirth be
mingled with happy nn,, and let every
heart awake ta gladness for the birth of the
holy Babe of Bethlehem.

MERRY CIIRISTMÂS i
DÂisTn littie atockings

Hanging in a row,
lue and gray and ecarlet,
In the. fire-light's glow.

Curly-pated aleepers
Safely tucked in bed;

Dreams ot wandraus toy-shops
Dancing through each head.

Funny littie stockings,
Hanging in a row,

Stuffed vita sweet surprises
Dawn fram top ta toe.

Little sle.pers waking;
Bless me, what a noise!

Wish yau Merry Christinai,
Happy girls and bays!I

"MAKE 1T LOOK LIKE ONE."
NED hadl a watch, a very gooda ont-, though

a littie old-fashianed. There wus ene thing
about it vhich displeased him; it vas a
key-wlnder, and ail the rest of the boys
carrled stein-vinders.

"«Why, Ned," said father, orevery jewoller
sys keÎ-winders are the most reliable and
durable. Beaides, there is no such solid
gald in any vatch-case3 ini your sclhool."

But Ned insisted, and father consented
for him ta take it ta the. jeweller and have
a stem-winding attacbment put in. H.
came back vith a doubtfül look on his face.

«fFather, Mr. Smith fays he can't change
the. watch t3 a stem-winder, but ho cau
mû.e it look jast like ane."

orAnd you, told him no?"
do<j -b

elWant your watch to lie? I want my
boy to understand, if ho nover Iearni au-
other lessan, the.dffrence betwec n seeming
ta bal and beiog. And I vent him ta un-
deri~tind t:2at the bante of saciety is the.
contimptib:'e people who are al ways trying
to app aar viat they am not"'-Gui&.


