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. SOLLINS, PROPRIE TOR
OFFICE :—No. 90 KING ST, WEST.
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All Communications Intended for the °** Sporting
Times " should be addressed P, COLLINS,
Saorting Yimes Offico—and ot to any of ou
@ nployecs. This will avold any delay.

Canae e e s wma
~ *

Banagers, Agents, Doorkeepers, fc., of dmuge-
ments, and Managers and Secretaries of Racing
Awnciations, Shooting Clubs Athletic, Base Ball
and Cricket Clubs, (Lc., Lc

Arc¢ fugpectlully informed, that all Correspond
dontg of theSronrrna Truss are supplied with
acurd of » Rep color, with the namo
of tho city or town and cultospond.uut. signed
Ly he proprictors of this baper, with a punch
stamp of n horse's head upon tho right upper
cornor, and dated Javuary 1, 1879, each card
ruuning for three months. No person 1s au-
thonizod to use auy other credentinl on our
bohalf. Mauagers will savo themselves from
1mposition by Cemanding an exhibition of saxd
eard, and rofusiug to accept any excuse what-
evur for its non-production. The card is not
trangforable ; and if it be presented by any
porson other than tho one whose name it
boars, suanngors and others will retain it and
mail it to this oftico. .

Torsous applying for the position of Corn:spond-
dent are raspoctfully requosted to considor S1-
LENCE A YOLITE NEOGATIVE.

—_ s ———

———

DATES CLAIMED FOR 1879.

—

CANADIAN.
13 13100) (0] - TRTUUURO R OUUUPP PPN July 140 8
DUDARE ceevrearssrsrsrarassarnsseasmsrssane May 24
ICE RACES.
NAPANEL coevveeresrearsonsasssrnsorans Jan. 9 to 10
I‘oxl't Perry coiccnninnianiniiaennns Jan, 22 tv 28
Cnlﬂpbe"fuhl .--.......-......-......?\b. 5t 6
OLEAWR ..o oe wrerenncrrnnenmaareeeeno Tl
ENTRIES (LOSE.
Porl DOrry coeceecisieneennrennensiesesecs Jan, 20
AMERICAN.
TROTTING.
Milwaukee, WiB..ooeieieeonenee June 2 to 6
Chiengo, IMieieiiiiiieinieniien July 15 to 19
Cleveland, O.ieeeciienecnncenses Jaly 22’“' 25
Ruflalo, N. Yoo Aug, 5 to 8
Rochestery No Yeeeeeeverienuaroseene Aug. 5 to 8
Clovelund, O.eerccerecacianrons Sept. 0 to 12
RUNNING.
Savamaly, Ga. ..oeeinen Jan. 21 to 25
Charleston, S. Cuivvvervciniennens Feb. 56 to 8

NEWSPAPER DECYSIOXNS.

1. Auy person or persone who takes a
paper regularly from a Post Oftice, whether
0+ olodin his uame or another’s, or whotber
) has eubscribod or not, is respounsible for
tavinent.

i g person orders Jus paper discon
I . -~ - —— —_ - .

A JUDICIAL DECISION.

It is eomolimes spnken of that the turf laws
are far from being perfect on acerunt of the
oimerous disputes to which thry give rise
The samo evidence would condemn ovr

I'civil and crimiual codes, slthough they bave ' o401 o

tuo advantage of being construed and applied
by rentlemen spacially educated for that pur-
pose. Evon!hm « best of books * wonld not
come out scathless if it wero sabjected to the
satne ardesl. The ovidencos of disputes
founded on its teaohings as interpreted by
the leading lights are too prominent to ad-
mit of a doubt. Turf watters ara too fre.
quently in she hands of inexperienced men
whose personal egotism is the only claim
they have to ccoupy & prominent position.
Under these circomstavces it would be sin-
gular if at times differences did not arise. Tt
may be trus that gome of the rales are not
well enongh defined, or aro nct comprehen-
sive enough in their scope, but it must be ro-
membered that racing, as conducted to-day
in Americs, is but of recent origin, and the
experience that age givos to practice will do
much to remedy the fow defects under which
the racing rules now suffer from their imper-
fect condition. Dispated points are being
settled and knotty oases are being unravelled
by competent authorities ; unlooked for con-
tingenoies are being provided for so that the
present rulings will stand as precedents in
fimo to come. In this way the progress to
perfection is slow but sure, and in few years
thero will be but tew circumstances that oan
oocar on & race track but will have a rule to
govern them in the fullest spirit of equ:ty.
At the recont sitting of the Board of Ap-.
pealsin New York = case was brought before
them which was plain enough on its face, but
in whioh practice had obtammed an ascendanocy
over the rules. It is provided by tho Rules
of the National Trotting Assooiation that a
winning horse is entitled to all the mocoy if

he shonld distance the field in any part of
the race, or to any premiums that shounld
have gone to horses had they not beon dis-
tanced. If, for instance, there were four
or more horses in a race, and
the premium money divided into four parts,
but only two of the starters remained in the
race until the finish, then the winner would
be entitled to not only the first money, but
to the third and fourth moneys as well. It
was upon this question the dispute
arose. The bill of the races annotuced
that & borse distaucing the field would be
only entitled to first money. In ths race
there were three starters ; A. “won the first
and second heats, B. tho third, in which C.
was distanced, and A. the fourth and race.
A.’s owaner put in a claim for first and third
moneys, which was disputed by the Associa-
tion under the condition of the bill, as well
as to the fact that A. did not distance O.,
that being accomplishcd in the heat which
B, won. Tho Board held that the rules of
the National Association are to be strictly
sud litorally followed in such cases, and
wliere & member seeks to avoid the applica-
tion of a rule by & published condition, no
greater latitude sball be given to that condi-
tion than is conveyed by its expressed torms ;
in other words the condition shall not be
stretched to accomplieh morothanis required
by the said application of its térms. It was
then c-dered that A. was entitled to the first
and third monoys. It was held that the dis-
tanocing of C. by B. and not bty A. wss im-
material to the merits of tho case. If A. had
distanced B. and C. he would have been only
ontitled to the firet mon«y under the specific
coudition of tho race, but as ouly a portion
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of the fald waodictasnaad

i plurality ” is given, we can see how it .8
applied to the recent mavoralily contest.
From the daily press of Tuesday we learn
that the tctal vote was 7,766, Now for any
vse candidate to have & maj nty lLe must
bave polled more than one-half the

te , the succesaful candidate must re-
ceivo & number of votes to exceed those of
other candidates to be elected by a ** major-
ity." Of these 7,780 votes, Beatty polled

2,880, and Close 2,168, the remainder being
divided as follows: Manning, 1,097 ; Tar-
per, 778 ; Britton, 728 ; and Medcalf, 140,
Ob this showing it will be seen that Beattv
bad pno *‘ majority,” but was really olected
by a minority vote. However, be obtained
a ‘“ plarality * of votes over Closo, the next
bigkest candidate, of 717, beiog the excess of
votes cast for Beatty over Close, one of the
soveral competing eandidates. In the same
way Close bad & * plurahty” of votes over
Manrniog or Turner, &o. The figures given
above are not oflicial, but are no doubt aoc-
curate enoagh to anewer the parposes ot onr
explanation. Ina case like this it ie easy to
imugine $hat some hard feelings have been
engendered between the principals to the
wagers, but there 1s no reason to claim that
the better informed took advantage of a
¢ catch ;" they are entitled to the premum
on their superior kuowledge howover ac-
quired, and the agsertion that there was a
misunderstundiug of the proper meaning of
the word ‘“ majority” on the part of one of
tize principals to the bet, can bave no weight
when arriving &t & decision. bo far as the
SrortiNG T1MES 15 conoerued, 1t has given
its readers timely warming for years past of
this question, and 1f through this they hav.
bscame bstter inforraed than thewr neighbors
upun a subjest that it is premisad every man
prof«ssing a knowledge of the English lan-
Rusge is acquainted with, the gain should be
theirs. It is not consistent that a man sheuld

suffer under a disability for his suoperior in-

formation, and when the merits of the matter
have been 80 frequectly set furth in a public
journal like ours, a claim ot exemption for
ienorance, never valid at any time, will carry
no weight with it. Tlis gaestion is thus
freoly dealt with to-day, on account of con-
siderable sums of money being staked on the
result 1n this city, and the fact that several
enquiries bave been directed to us. It makea
no difference how nconsiderate nowspaper
reporters may attach headings to their elec-
tion news, it is without doubt that the mayor-
elect in this city did not have a * majority *
at all, but was elected by & * plurality” vote
over the next highest candidate. With the
experience gained in the present election, it is
not likely there will bo & recurrence of the
misenderstanding of the word ** majority.”

—

MORE HIPPODRUME ATHLETICS.

——

£
Toranto was favored with one of those
now fashionable hippodromicaffairs on Mon-
day eveping last at the Lyceum Theatre, in
the ehaye of a Greco-Roman wrestling match.
It was announced for $600 a side, between
Andre Cristol, champion wrestler of Earope,
and a gentleman from Quebeo, with the far-
ther statement that the stake money was de-
posited in the bands of an hotel-kesper in
Montreal. ‘L'his was quite sufficient to givo
the match away, and almost everybody
looked upon it 23 a gate monoy affair. How-
ovor, & few who had not forgotten the fine
exhibition given by Profs. Millar and Bauer
in tho Royal Opera House heroe some time

2go, took advantage of the opportunity to
renew their acquaintance with the Graeco-

Naman anart Tt le sinennnna~a — de o

used and fraud practiced in working up these
detestable affairs, and when the genuine
artiole sppeals for support, it has to over
come the prejudize that has Leon oreated by
the countarfeit. It is the nterest of all
athletes—professional and amatenr—to frown
down and oxpose such parasites on sport, aud
their efforts should bs to popularize their
games. whish ecan best be done by having
sverything conductad up-and-up, without any
opporunity to cavil at the genuineness or fair-
ness of any contest that may be induiged in.

A DIFFICULTY.

It is just a week since wo received a copy
of any of our New York exchanges, on so-
count of the snow blockade of the railwaysin
that State, As sporting and horse matters
are quiet in Canads at $his serson ot the year,
it bas rendered our laborsa in getting up &
paper this week very difficult—as much so in
snticipating the arrival of our exchanges ag
in their non-receipt. It is & very exceptional
sircamstance that the main arteries of travel
in the Empire State should bs closed for al-
most & whole week, and this incident iz not
likely to ocour again for some time. 1In con-
sequence of this disability, the SrorTING
TiMEs this week will bs short of its nsval
American news to a great degree, & contin-
genoy that our readers will to a certain ex-
tent be prepared for. The matter requires
no apology on our part, as it could not bo
provided against under any circumstance,
bat this explanation is given to ehow what
difficulties nowspaper poblishers meet with
at times in getting up their budgets.

ATHLETIC RULES.

On one of our insids pages to-day will be
found the Raules ot the New York Atblstic
Club now published for the first time in
Canads. We have freguently been ssked
for these Rules, but the fact of them not
being in print was an obstacle in complying
with our ccrrespondents’ wisties. All the
leading contests in America are eonducted
under these rulee, and in many points they
are desraed preferable {0 the Eunglish ones.
Every athlete in the country should have a
copy of thess Rules for reference and guid-
ance. Instances Lave come to our know.
ledge where matohes for goodly sums have
been made to be conducted by the Rules of
the N. Y. A. ., while the principals were
igonorant almast ot such a codel mgin. ex.
istence. A knowledge of the Rui.s will pre-
vent many disputes ; and as most all the
leading branches of athletics are comprised
in this compilation, it will be found a valu-
able auxiliary not only to athletes, but also
to thogse who are called upon to officiate =as
judges in any games. They osn not be had

in book form, so this copy of the BSrorTmie
Truxs should be carefully preserved for ref-
erence.

Sporting Bossip.

Forty-tix horses were purchased in the
Montreal market and shipped to the United
States last week., They averaged $50 each.

The Indianapolis reporter now prays * give,
us this day our daily murder,” aud hisprayer,
is usually heard.

Mr. James R. Keene, of New York, has
purchased the famouns ocolt Spendthrift for
$17,600 and 25 per cent. of hiswinnings next
soason. He is by imporied Ausiralian, dam

-

Aerolite by Lexivngton, and was foaled in
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become disgusted at the misrepresontation rectly aoross the barbor which will prevent a

!

!

track being made.

Mr. J. P. Wiser, M, P., of Prescott, ac-
ocowpanied by his wife, was recontly dnving
the fanocy tewm Rocket and Queen, when they
attempled to run away, being startled at
something. Mr. Wiser was thrown ont.
bappily withoat injury, and the team was
stooned by Mra. W. before muo: damage
was sustained.

The Ottawa Winter trotting Club will give
a looal meeting to-morrow on their new
track, St. Louis dam. Arrangements bhave
beon made o bave the track properly fanced
and railed for the big meeting in Febraary.

We have received several communications
from horse owners in the States enqguiring
about ice races and the prospects in Canada
this winter. Managers of these winter events
should keep ws posted on their proceedings
and intentions. The major portion of the
benefit is likely to be reaped by them.

Crosues of stout thoroughbred stallions on
the best common mares of the country, sup-
ply the borses for ehipping abroad.

The location of the Queen's Plate in On.
tario for 1879 is commenced fo be talked
about. 1If we areto have & Jookey Club they
should be up and doingif they wish to secars
the trophy for the inauguration of the new
orgaunization,

James Sutberland, Esq., Resve of Wood-
stock, performed s praiseworthy action on
the streets of that town one day last week.
A spinited horse belonging to a well-known
horseman, had obtained control over his g
driver and was running down Dundas strest
at a ternble gait, the onlookers being fearfnl
of a dreadful accident, when Mr. 4., withj
rare presence of mind, andat a great personal §
risk, made & jump, seized the bridle, and @
brought the run-away to s stand still. He
was congratulated on all hands for this brave
sotion,

Mr. Harry Buchner, a popular horseman
of Port Colborne, was defeated for the office
of Reeve in that village in the recent muni]
cipal election.

Mr. Amos Robinson, of the Hall, Brock
ville, xecently purchased the two-year-old
trotting colt Sleaton. He is & handsome
bay of good proportione, was bred at Rysdyk
Stook Farm, Prescott, sired by Chestnu
Hill, dam Jenunie Rysdyk by Rysdyk's Ham
Fletonian ; 2ad dam Fauny, by Rysdyk'
Hambletonian. This is strong in-breeding;
Chesinut Hill being by Rysdyk, he by Rys
dyk's Hambletonian.

My, Thomas Besrman, a well-knowy
hotel-keeper, died in Hamillon .1sst week
He . was & brother of Mr. Fred. Bearman,
the. American Hotel of that city, and at on
time was associated with him in busines
Latterly he bas been keesping hotel in Ingerd
oll, bat was obliged to give it up on acsoun Y
of ill-health. A short time ago he returmed
to Hamilton, thinkiog his healtk would
benefitted by the cbaoge, but the insidio
pulmonary complaint with which he was
flicted was ‘oo much for his constitation.
leaves & wife and two young ohildren to 1
ment the loss of a loving husband ‘and kin
father, '

The winter meeling at Port Perry wi
take place on January 22 and 28. The eutrid]
olose on Jan. 20. The following is a singul
condition attached to the bill :—* Any ps
son'stopping at the Port. Perry House, J.
Thompson, proprietor, will not be allowed
‘take any part in the ruces, as he refused
subsoribe to the fand.”

I am positive, your Honor, the horse v
going at a 2:80 gait,” remarked an intellige
witness in & case ofimmoderate driving he




