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But here is the peculiar excellence of the religion of Jesus christ,
tlîat it malzes the growtli in divine favor, and the excellence of humait
character, to cozîsist iii filling up ail relative duties. M, hien the
biâster fullils the law of Christ to his servant, and the servant fulils
the iaw of Clirist to lus miaster, they are in Uhe moral ýand religidus
worId perfect equals--periect characters, and equally fit for the.
honors and biiss of lîcaven. But as ino manl or wvoinati stands only
ia one relation te, mankind, it belioves thein te hav'e a proper regard
to ail relations, in order to perfection ; and as sonie occupy many
relations, exceiiency of character to them is of more difficuit attain-
ment, because it catis for the diseharge of se inatny distinct classes of
duties. 1-ence lie tluat is only a master, and neither a husband nor a
father, and lie that is both a master and a husband, and net a father,
mnay more easily fitI up the outline of his relative dtities than lie who
is both, a master, a husband, and a father. Iii proportion as relative
duties are multiffiied, bothi iii kind and in nunuber, this perfectionî of'
cliaracter is of more difficuit attainment, aîid is more hiotorable wluen
attained. As ini the parable of the talents lie wvho gainied two, liaving
received but two, iî'as as fully approved as lie -who lhad gained five,
,%vith. five ; se lie -%hlo faithfülly fulfils the laîv of Christ in ail the
relations ini which he stand.., is as perfect a character as lue who stands
in niany more relatiDns, and yet fills up the mneasure of themi ail.

Some iii tis lax and licentieus ag-e of reason, as weli as of rC-ligion,
imagine that a person inay be a very eminent christian, because of
some rare excellence, even thougli hie very obviously fails in sonie very
common matters, ini discharging the m~ore ordiniary relative duties.
Thus sister Lavinia -%vas vecy much commended b,- brother David,
because she appeared se heavenly minded as to neglect her househoid
affairs. She read and sung, and prayed, hiaif the day, and often
visited lier christian frierîds the other hall ; and it ivas not until hier
eldest daugliter, Susan, iras broken down in constitution by over
exertion in donuestic toils, and Little Jane died in consequence of an
autumnai cold, occasioened by the ivant of stockings a.nd apparel suited.
te the season, that David could ho convinced that bers ivas net the
inost excellent character in the churcli. IDavid, too, iras reg-arded as§
a model by ai the disciples in. the tabernacle, because hoe devoted se
much time to inistructing the youth of the neighborhood, and attending
meetings far and na;and mio-ht have to this day been regarded as a
perfect model of christian character, liad flot his sens grewa np iii com-
parative ignorance, and fell se much below the par of the neighborhoodt
in both commox and religions education.

Edward Early was the mest liberal contrîbutor for ai religieus and
benevolent purposes in the town of Cairo, and ivas nuost constant in
attending chureh. lis whole heusehold wnas in the flrst order; his
children Nvell educated, bis servants j ust as they ought to, ie : lie wnas
beloved. by aIl the neighibourhood for his punctuality, generosity, and
good manners ; but ho was nover knowrî te pray in bis family, nor to
spend a'n hour in the week in bis closet, either in private reading of
the acriptuTes or ini personal dovotion.


