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miunicate their own colour to the 'wholc surfaice, whien vicwcd
froni a distance. This plant appears to prefer the iess fcr.til'>ft
souls, and the niaihe of fire-wccd bias been given to it, in conse. X /
quence of its occupying these whcn thecir wood lias been destroyed e-/
by fire. Va-rious specics of Senecio, Solidago and tAs.ter, and.
Equiseta, Ferns and Mosses, are--i-o aniong thc fiî'st occupants
of burned ground; and their presence rnay be explaiticd in the
saine way with that of the Epilobium, thecir sceds and spores"
being easily scattercd over the surfaîce of the barren by wind. A
third group of species, found abundantly on. burned ground C 1 k
consists of plants bcariîig edible fruits. Thc sceds of these are
scattered over the barrenth birds which fced on the fuito, and,
finding a richi and congeniai sou, soon bear abundantly and attract
more birds, bringing with them the sccds of othier species. In
this way, it somectirnes happens that a patch of burncd -round,
only a few acres in extent, miay, in a few ycars, con tain speciluens
of neariy ail] tlîc fruit-bearing shirubs and hcerbs indigenous in the
country. Axnong tue most conimon plants whiich ovcrspread the
burned (,round in this manner, are the raspberry, whicli, in goo d
soils, is one of the first to inake its appearaince; the species of k 2  .
Vacciniem or whortleberries, and blueberries; the tea-berry or . .

win'tergreen (Oaulîtit&ea .procumbens) ; the pigeon-bcrry (Clornus 4~
caàýiis); and the wildl strawberry. it- is-not deaied that
soine plants may be found in rccently burned districts whose
presence may not be explicable in tic above modes; but
no person acquainted with the ffuets cani deny tlîat neariy al
tlic plants which appear in any considcrablc, quantity Nvitliin a
fewv years after the occurrence of a fire, may readily be included
in the groups which have been mentioned. By the simple ineans
whichi have been described, a clotlîing of vegetation is speediiy
furnished to the burned district ; the unsightliness of its appear-
ance is thus removed, abundant supplies of food are furnished to
a great variety of animais, and the fertility of the soul is
preserved, until a new forest has time to overspread it.

Witl the smiailer plants wlîicii first cover a burnied district,
great nuinbers of seedling trees spring up, and these, thougli for
a few years not very conspicuons, evcntually overtop and, if)
numnerous, suffocate, the hunibler vegeptation. Many of these
youngr trees are of the species wlîich composed the original wood,
but the mi ajority are usually different froxu tie former occupae~s
of the soil.. The original forest may have consisted of white or
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