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Jude also quotes a p)assage froni it in his
solitary epistie

Now Enoch fiourished long aliterior to
iNoai ; 'in tact before N1ethusela, whosc
grand-father he w'as. Cotiseqnetty. it
must be admitted that suficient tiiïiîe bas
elapsed since that reniote period to have
produced a system of pedagogy, froin
which, as froin the laws of the Medes, it
would be heresy to deviate. Such, how-
ever, is far fromn being the case. Nearly
every year produces ai crop of new mne-
thods of tea.ching-. W/e are inundated with
new and iniproved text books for the ac-
quiring of Latin and Greek, French and
English. We have Fystenis of Arithitietie
by the score, ecd pretcnding to surpass
its 1 re(lecessor, in other words, to be the
nec vlus ultra of itg, class. It must lie con-
fessed, h owever. that notwithstanding
ail these inultil)lied aids to sinooth. and
shorteu tihe jtatl of science, the teacher
of to-day is ready to exclaimi witm a cele-
brated mnathemiatician of oid -" There is
no royal road to gcomnetry." Neither,
Mr. President and Gentlemien, is there a
royal road bo uny thing else that is worth
the trouble cf acquiring. We have for
instance a great variety of easy methods
for the piano, the organ, the violin, flute
&c. I amn not aware of the existence of
any easy method f'or the jewsharp, mnouth
and hiand organ ; but with the exception
of the thiree hast miextioned delightful
instruments, bas it ever been your good
fo rtune to meet with a niusician whc fi ad
attained to proficiency in his art without
the exercise of a vast amounit of prictice
a nd perseveraice ? liard study and per-
severance, therefore, are the only easyl
th ough ca.st-iron methods that will everi
prove successfut eltber in our sehools or
Q niversities.

As you are aware, the subjects princi-
paliy taught in the former, are familiarly
and facetiously known as the Three R8.
I can well remember when the duties of
the schoolmaster were confined within
thbe narrow limits of reading, writing and
arlthmetic. W/bat we learned of gram-
mar and geography, was communicat(-d
orally fromi the lips of the master, no
text books being deemed necessary.
W/h at is styled superior education, tbat
is to say a knowledge of the classics and
hig ber mathematies, waâ left to the

9ra mniar schools sub;sidiary te the uni-

V e sity, aIl t-¶inor branches heing suli-

jects of homne study, according to the
means and inciination of the student.

As reading, writing and arilietic
constitute the three roots which give
life, strength antd sap to the tree of know-
letige, 1 shalH confine the few remarks 1
have to inake chiefiy to one or another
of those subjects.

lu conimenicing this essay, 1 said to
rnyself: Which of the three shail 1 dis-
cuss? Reading, Writing or Arithmetic?
I at once resolved to discard the latter.
For I considei-ed, ini the first place, that
for me to treat on that very important
topie would lie like "carrying coals to
Newcastle; " and, in the second, that
arîy disquisition thereupon on my part,
wçould act like a soporific on this il lus-
trious asseml)!y. Shall it then be Read-
ing ? But, M r. President and Gentlemen,
to wha.t useful purpose should 1l multi-
ply word, and occupy haif an hour or
more of your val uable time in explaining
what you ail know so well already;
that good reading, like good music, does
not consist inerely in the correct pron un-
ciation and distinct articulation of the
words, certainly two very important
p)oints, but. in the harnmonizing and ir10-
dulating of the voice, according as the
mnatter may lie sad or cheerful, comie or
didactie ? To read, subjeet to the above
conditions, is termied reading with ex-
pression. As I do not consider mnyseif
>-ufficiently qualified to treat of this sub-
jeet according to its vast imiportance, it
being a branch of study tiîat can be tho-
roughly tauqght rather by example thanl
by precept, 1 wiIl leave it to an abler pen
than mine to do it ample justice, and
proceed to elucidate the subject placed
between the other two. This position all

nations, whether savage or civilized,
have agreed to consider the middle. 1i0
this selection I atu most opportunatelY
fortified by the advice of Horace in bis
treatise De arte pvoetica. Hie tells the as-
pirant after poetic farne neither to at-
tempt too much, nor rest satisfied with
doing too littie: I rnedio tutisaimu8 ibis.
Yoai will rua the smallest risk of failur0P
by steering a middle course.

The art of Writing, Mr. President and
Gentlemen, adînits of three distinct Sig-
nifications. Lt may be applied to thle
pr&ctil or miechanical art of writifig,
and this is termed ca iraphy. It is JaIlf>
ernploy4e(I to denote t heart of literftry


