
ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS

judgmcnt. I have in my hcart of hearts the nost aboundmg
charity for the man who makes mistakcs, particularly if lie be a
young man just starting out on his profcssional carcer. 1 carc not
vIat the naturc of the mistake may bc, so long as it has been

made after an lionest, painstaking attempt to do riglit. I tvould
that it verc in ny power to place my armi around cvery beginncr
who stunbles and gropes his way along the rougli places in his
early practice, and lclp to encourage him during his failures. I
could do this cheerfully for the humblcst young man wL. ever
cntcred the dental ranks, but the moment I foundci him stooping
to practise deception upon his patients I should want no more of
hii, professionally or personally.

But all of this you have doubtless been taught in one way or
another during your college course, and. I mercly wish to cinphasize
this particular phase of professional obligation as it relates to your
future practice as dentists.

Let me nov consider for a brief space anotler question, which
must of necessity come very close home to you at the present time.
You are each going out on your several vays to appeal to the
public for patronage, and it is a inatter of much moment to you
whether the reception that awaits you is to be encouraging or
otherwise. We hear alarming tales in these latter days of the
deplorable overcrowding of the dental profession, and I honestly
fear that, to a certain class of practising dentists, you, as a body of
young men going out into the field, are not a very welcome coin-
modity. But let me hasten to assure you that every worthy prac-
titioner of dentistry, if he has a spark of manhood about him, will
be glad to extend to you the righut hand of fellowship and make
you feel at home in our ranks, and it is a matter of no small pride
that I have been honored by the privilege of being one of the first
to extend you a welcome.

Now, let us see whether or not this hue and cry about over-
crowding is vell founded. My very good friend, the Editor of the
DoMINION DENTAL JOURNAL, seems profoundly impressed by
the conviction that affairs in the dental world are rapidly drifting
into chaos on account of this overcrowding. I must cheerfully
grant that he is in a better position than I to judge of the merits of
this matter in the provinces of Ontario and Quebec, and yet I find
myself sufliciently venturesome, in view of our extremely cordial
personal relations, to take a rather emphatic, though good-humored,
issue with him. Are there too many dentists ? The question does
not relate to whether there are any number of unfortunate practi-
tioners who are barely eking out a miserable existence, and who
are screwed down by the exigencies of the case to adopt a beggarly
fee-bill that would disgrace a self-respecting boot-black. That is
not the question at all. We have such men in our midst, and they
must not be ignored, and I am profoundly sorry for them ; but for
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