
ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS

course, for judging by the attitude assumed by the medical pro-
fession, comipetency counts for nothing-possibly if it did wc
mîight find it larder to secure anestlctists. The conditions
under vhich wc would ordinarily consider a ian competent to
adinister anesthtics wouild b: familiiarity with the character
of the agent uscd, its iethod of action, a full comiprchcnsion of
the complications tlat may be associated with its use, and a thor-
ougli knowledgc of the resuscitativc agents with which to coni-
bat thcm. We may wcll ask, of what use arc all the hours spent
on the subject of anesthcsia, and subjects bearing on it, if we

iake no more use of tiicm than wC do? Even undcr so safe an
anesthetic as nitrons oxide accidents have occurred, but we find
no voice of opposition fromi the medical profession. Is it bc-
cause ihIc. do nlot use it? If so, may we not readily deduct a
reason for thcir vigorous opposition to our using other geineral
anestictics? Again, why is no opposition raised to the nîumber
of dentists using obtunding agents hlypodermicailly, those agents
in many cases being of a secret or proprictary nature? Here is
à chance for earnest guardians of tic public welfare to call a lialt.
It mnight be notcd even in this case as the others cited, that the
tise of these agents takes no money cut of the iedical iian's
p)OCket-tliis is just mentioned incidentally.

In regard to the use of drugs for internai administration our
position nmay not bc so sure.

We may first ask ourseives, Is the use of internal remedies
iccessary to a dental practice? In some cases it certainly is. and

whether it shoulid be undertaken iii conjunction with an M.D. or
not is debatable. If we undertake the matter alone, and any
complications arise, we should certainly be involved in legal
difficuilties whici might be inpleasant. Morally, we are cer-
tainly within our bounds should we practise dental therapeutics
to the full extent of the terni, but tiere is lacking that condition
of the legal end of the line that is essential to undisputed right.

Simple as iay be the operation of tooth-cxtracting, I doubt
if Iess tlan seventy-five per cent. of the graduates could not he
placed under the head of " incompetent," werc we to classify
them according to their skill in this direction. We hear no coni-
plaint, Iowever, from then on this score, hlowever much the
public may suffer by their unskilful handling of the forceps.
Summing the matter up, we can easily reach the conclusion that
in order to remedy the existing evils in the dental profession
to-day we must assist in (i) Favorable legislation-or at least
legislation non-antagonistic; (2) the education of the public to
recognize and appreciate the professional ability of the dentist
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