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Trees with variegated
folinge moke a very
heautiful appearanoe in
o plece of shrubbery or
on the open lawn. We
have several very desir-
able plants of this de-
scription more or less
knuwn to horticulturists
in this country, such as
the Galdenspotied-leav-
ed Ash, of which tbere
are {wo good varieties:
the varicgated-leaved
Horse-chestnut and the
golden-leaved Maple
Many beautiful variega-
ted trees much prized in
Great Britain and on the
continent of Europe,
cannot be grown here
beceause of the severity
of our winters. Wogive
lerewith, however, a
beauiiful engraving of
the Varicgated Maple,
(Acer Nequndo, fol. var.)
which weare inclined to
think would be a ralua-
ble acquisition to the
ornamental gardens in
this country. Itbelongs
to the species known as
the Ash-leaved Maple.
As this family of trees
is capable of enduring
the most intense cold,
no fear need be cnter-
tained on thisscore. We
4o 2ot know if this Ma.
plo has been introduced
among the nurserymen
on this continent, but it
is bighly recommended
in European catalogues,
and from the enlarged
specimens of foliage on
either side of the engraving, it can plainly be seen
that it is a very beautiful tree. We may add that
our engraving was copied from a photographic pic-
tare of a tree in a German garden.
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Rocév;ork.

A Goop imitation of natural rocks is onc of the
most difficult operations which frl to the lot of the
landscape gardener to execute ; »rd hence very few
passable specimens aro to be met with, although
there aro few places where what is called rockwork
is not to be found. Not only is the disposal of the
material in these badly arranged, but the materials
themselvesare of the mostincongruous and unnatural
character—fragments of scvlpture, shells, petrifac-
tions, vitrified bricks, clinkers, architectural remains,
&c., are huddled together in delightful confusion.
Oae of tho best specimens of rockwork we have scen
is tbat constructed at Chatsworth as a screen for
scparating the dressed grounds from the great con-
servatory. It represents a picce of Alpine scenery,
and seems as if the whole mass of rocks had been
hurdled down from above by some volcanic eruption,
and leftin its present very patural condition, very
similar to what we so often see at tho base of bills in
most Alpine countries. Qne great advaatage Sir
Joseph Paxton had was material natural to the spot,
and these he very wisely availed himself of; and now
that the zoftening effects of timo have clothed it with
natoral vegetation, it wonld take a pretty good
geologist to dotect tho imitation ofnatare. Tho other
instanco is of & very different character—namely, the
Panoraple rockwork at Hoole House, near Chester,
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THE VARIEGATED MAPLE.,

where the object was to show Alpine scenery of great
magnificence, as it were, by model.  The design is
taken from a model of mountains of Savoy, with the
Valley of the Chamouni and the *Mer de¢ Glace”
forming the highest pinnicle of it. The latteris con-
structed of grey limestone, quartz, and snar; and
the spaces, whickin ordinary rockwork are filled
with plants, are in this case filled with broken frag-
ments of white marble, to look like suow, and the
spar is intended to represent the glacier.  The highest
part of this mimie rockwork is thirty-four feet above
the level of the lawn.  The place being only o villa
residence, thisrockery was intended to act both as
affording shelter and privacy—the latter o matter of
po small importance where the grounds are so situat-
ed as o be overlooked by one’s neighbours. It also
forms an cffective screen Loth during stmer and
winter, better than any other means that under the
circumstances could have been adopted.

There are two leading objects to be kept in view
in the construction of artificial rockwork. Oneis an
imitation of the surface, broken and disturbed, and
intermingled with \lpine vegetation ; the other an
imitation of the natural stratification of some parti-
cular section of rock geslogically arranged. The
rockwork which most usually occurs in park scenery
(we do not hiere refer to it as entering iuto combina-
tion with other objeets in flower gandens) is by the
sides of the approach where cuttings bave to bemade
through rocky strata. Than this nothing is more
simply accomplished, as all that is required is to bare
tho natural rock 50 as to bring into view picces of
its most perfect formation, to cover thespaces between
with turf or creepiog plants, and with a few stunted

bushes of birch, or suoh
other tree as is indigen.
ous to the spot. Care
must be teken that no
tool-marks be left visible
on the rock, and that all
traces of art be obliter-
ated, leaving the whole
as if it had been a nat-
ural opening through
which the road has been
taken. Lay bare prom-
incot pieces of naturel
rock here and there in
dingles and banks near
which walks or drives
pass, su asto bring themn
intv contrast with the
vegetation that sur-
vounds them, and plant
with creeping plants
bare und barsh linesthot
may have been formed
by quarrying, landslips,
&e. Artificial rockwork
may be sometimes em-
ployed to hide objects
not wished to be seen.,
and where the space is
not sudiciently broad as
to admit of this being ef-
ccted by planting. By
the vdges of artificial
lakes, and especially at
their terminations, a few
large bonlders,seattered
aboutasif they had been
there since the glacier
period, will be effective,
and in a more combined
form huge blocks of
stone piled upon one
another in the most care-
less manner may often
yreatly help in hiding
the termination. DBold
crags ou the face of a
bill that may have become bidden by plantations,
by being brought prominently into view, will relieve
the monotonous appearance of a large ruass of wood.
To such points the cye of taste will return with the
saume fecling of pleasure that it does on looking at
a painting where water is represented, or in a natural
scene where it actually exists. The samo degree of
emotion is not excited when looking at a bald naked
scar of barren soil, or even the débris which results
from the disintegration of rocks and accumulates at
their bottom.

One of the best artificial rockworks in England is
that which is coustructed at the Colosseuw, Regent's
Park, Loundon, composed of immense blocks of Port-
land <tone, many of them rich in fossil remains, and
very naturally arranged, and slightly clothed with
vegetation.  Some good specimens oceur in the
grounds of Terregals, in Demfricsshire, composed of
uscless stones, and covered with cement of a reddish
colonr, similar to the red sandstone of the locality.
Now that the whole is softened down by the growth
of lichens and Qiscolourcd by the action of the
weather, the appearance is exceedingly natural, and
such fantastic forms are produced as we see in the
wateraworn rocks at Crictup Linn, in the same
county.—Scottish Furmer.
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Best Son, vor Grares.~In the opinion of the Okio
Pomologieal Society, o strong, clayey soil, or ono of
loamy clay swith a limestone or slaty clay subsoil,
will produce grapes of better quality aud hosvierin
must than any varioty of sand or alluvial deposits.
It was also agreed that in all cases under-drainage Is
necessary to success in grape growing.



