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THE CANADA FARMER.

Grasses and Jorage Plants.

Forage in Drought.

From Kingston westward we have had the usual
summer drought, so trying to stock of all kinds, but
especially to nulk cows. Insome places the pastures
have been completely burned up, losing all tinge of
green, The county of Wellington has suffered to a
greater extent than usual. fn the vicinity of Guelph
the commons have worn a yeHowish, rusty look, and
tho short, withered grass has cracked and rustled
under foot, so crisp had it become with the combined
action of heat and drought.

And yet, though this condition of things has be-
come periodical if not chronic, tho mass of our
farmers make no provision against it. and are annually
taken short, and astomished that their ficlds yield no
forage. Are they ignorant of the fact that nature
has provided a plant well suited to thus clunate, and
exactly adapted to carry the herds through the
emergency created by the dry season? Have they
never heard of the high merits of Indian corn as a
summer forage crop ? Able to hold its own, and to
flourish when other forage plants wilt down and die,
full of succulent juices, yielding cnormously to the
acro, what more or better could be desired as a re-
source when all other green thmgs fail? It is, we
fear, less ignorance than prejudice which deters
multitudes from the cultivation of this valuable crop.
Farmers inthe Old Country never grev .t Moreover,
it is a Yankee affair. Not 2 few whe have got over
all prejudice against * Yankee notior. ” in tho shape
of reapers and mowers, hoes and hay rakes, still
stand in their own light as to the valuable product
under consideration. We have travelled for miles
and miles the present summer through districts

acre, half or quarter acre of green corn waving 1its
digmified defiance to the brazen sky aud the burming
sun. Now that the cffects of the hard ““dry spell”
-refresh in memory, it a good *ime fur us to urgeand
for our readers to f el the importance of having a
patch of corn another year. We beg every farmer
to try it, even on ever so small aseale.  Choose a bit
of tho richest land on the farm. Sow it broadeast,
after danger of spring frost is over, o, still better,
drill it with Indian corn of the horse-tooth variety

Then when in August next the pastures are dry and '

withered, the milk-pail deficient, and the cattle hol-
low sided, fancy what a treasure a corn-patch covered
eight or ten feet high with sweet, rich, juicy feed
will be. This forage crop is easily raised. It wants
no attention. The dense shade it makes will smother
down a1l weeds. It draws largely on the atmosphere
for sustenance, and thercfore does not impoverish the
land, which it leaves moist and melow, fit for any
subsequent tillage and succeeding crop. We say to
all, do not let another drought catch you without a
good plot of green corn in reserve for such a time of
need as bas just been experieneed.

Top-dressing of Grass Liands,

A: correspondent of the Maine Farmer improves a
rainy day, during hayieg. by commumcating to his
brother farmers his views on the above subject
They are practical, common sense, and timely. He
says . ** To consider the subject properly and in all its
varied relations, would require a longer experience
and a closer observation than has been accorded to
us, but what little we have shall be given freely,
though in an article like this thero is not roum fur
any extended remarks.”

Leached Ashes
. Wa have uged this fertilizer largely,
tillage land when seeding down to grass. They are
of inestimable value to thic farmer, and uot a bushel
should ke allowed to go out of the State. Use from

but mostly on

j orcharding, mostly old trees, aud T notice that e,
utterly parched with drought, without seemng asmgle ,

C. » N = o o .
jotherwise carefully managed, cottuumed, s o syuate 46 much more than auy ether liay

150 to 300 bushels to the acre, accurding to condition : little secd tor pormancnt pasiure, and also, as a rule,
of so1l, and the cateh of grasv-seed—whether on low | we sun tow few vaneties, .
or up-land—will exceed that obtamud in any other; The fullowing 18 a list of grasaes that it would bo
way and every dollar mvested wil come bach m well to eapeniment with for permanent pasture in
the gram and first hay crop ; atter that the eatra | the west, which e give in tue order of their ripen-
result will he clear gamn 5 s the clleets of the appli- { ing, and with the number of pounds per acro to be
cation will last from six to enght yefhea  Applicd as | sowminthe mixture. They are: Sweet-scented vernal
a top-dressing, leached ashes are haghiy bouehiaal, | grass, one pound , ordiad grass, soven pounds;
but land should not be too much run eut, it 1t pro-y mcsdow fostad, two potiuls n'm\dow fescue, threo
duce only 50U pounds ot hay, plough rather than tui - poumds, Kentudhy blue grass, five puunds ; redtop,
dress 5 af 1t produce one ton ot hay to the acte, apply : tour pounds, [tahian rye grass,three pounds; timothy,
200 bushels of ashes, aml 1 two vears von wakl eut | s1% punnds, red clover, six pounids , white clover, three
two tons of hay umder ordmary crcunntinees ; pounds, Tlus wonld give torty pounds peracre,and the
Whether 1t will pay or tot will depot son what | prscipal grasses sosvn are those known to do well
on the price of the ashes, the wistance o be dravwa, i the et It the ubject be to produce a thick
or any other fertilizer of cqual value bunyg obtained | matted sward as quickly as possible, the red clover
cheaper. may be omtted, atthough 1t 1s probable that this
Barn.wyard Manure | grass would svon be crowded out 1in any event, and
There is no doubt ot 1ts vatue ; only conditions | the pasture would wugun“y cunsist of those grasses
and modes of applbeation are maticrs oi discussion, | it siitable to the svil and climate.
and these—notwithstandme all that has boen sad | 1 the pasture b amuch shaded  with trees, blue
and wntten—are stll unsettied questions  Lut | 8rass, vrenard grass, rough-stalked, and wood mead-
there 1s 1t ¢ the shadow of a doubt, that weil rotted | v grass amt whute Jdover should predomivate.  If
and very tine barn-yard mmnwie s the best tor tope | the pasture be yuite most, tunothy, redtop, foul
dressing carly mn the fall—say Septodng, or, carhier | madow, meadow fescue, and white lover should
stall, 1n August, the last sumsuer month.  Lut it put | predonunate,  with perhaps some alsike clover.
on late 1 the fall, then coarse, xtrany manute 1= the MW hatosa the kinds sownat a first-class pasture is
best, because there 18 less losy stom waslung | itonciod, sosoun as the sod suts firm enough to
Although we preter well-rotted and tie mwanusre, 3ot beat tae tiamping of hoofs, 1t should bo closely fed
when we have come to constder tite Iengri ot Gme ty | aind hept ruh, bat never allowed to be tramped
wait and the mereased cost ot brmgwg our manure to, Whon i a sutt and mu g state, as 18 the case carly i»
the proper fine conditzon, we hase gonerally—1ankee , #pang and sometunes atter loug continued rams,
like—used 1t mts coarse and hali-rottod state,  Still
even 1n this way 1t pays. espeaally of the brudh
harrow be drawn over it, and a little grass seed sown,
We have generally used from ten to fitteen ox loads
to the acre. We have Sutnctitues usvd o voiupust vl | A correspundcnt uf the Cuuntry Gentleman writes
macky lmo, s and manate, o st adtuntoze | it yourl s olows
. ¢. il cPleluver— [ .
acres w};th the above mixture, zlmd we shall cut ths |, ¢ Please tell me through your valuable paper all
r v W . that you can abuut Juerne—where the secd 13 to be
year more than double the amonnt of huy we dud last 3 e ¢ D 8
year on tho same ground, and 1t was pretty good | Ubtaitied, prie per bushel, how much to the acre
then, ! 1 should be sown, if likely to make a cropin th(lis stag,
We top-dressed last fall and this spring alout the hest S(!llr e¢te  The accounts | have read make
; § . © ¢ tram | € anatous for the truth.,  If they are true, 1t must
cight acres, ant to all appearance we shall cut trom ! be a nrost vatuable crop, for hay.”
eight to ten tous of hay more than last year on the V¢ 3 ¢ P ay.
same land. Included m this were three acres of

Lucerne.

—

Our contemporary replics i~
* [he sced may be obtamed of B. K. Bliss & Son,
.ol Ncw York eity, and at other large sced stores, at
abwut bile per . Abuut 153 1bs  are needed for an
acre. It requires a dry, deep and nich sal, and good
cuitivation tail cstablished.  Under ordinary manage-
i ment and with common soils it is not very success.
stul, but with switable suils and mwanag: ment, 1t gives
heavy and profitable crops.  We cannot recommend
1t tor general catture, but 1t 13 well worthy of hanted
tnal 1n ditferent localities.”

trees are lovking very nach bettor, groona and
healthier, and it makes the grass grow umtr them
too ; so often in more ways than one tup-icssing will

pPay-

Mixzed Grasses for Pastures.

The value of a meadow consists in the amount of
hay it will produce. Therefore, since it must be cut
and cured to be available, 1t should be sown to such |

rasses as will ripen at a given time or nearly so. .
Vith pastures the case is different.  The greatir| A Ma¥in Stark county, Ind., pays his boy ten
number of good grasses you can get mnto the paxture | cents a quart for potato bugs, and the boy says that
the more vatuable 1t will be, and 1t 15 not nolessary 1 next year 18 as good as thus he can buy the old

that they mature at, or nearly at, the same tiue,, man out.

b ; : 2| . .
the pasture will be better if they do l‘;'t' fon ‘h“s SMALL Stoxes Ix TnE Mowings.—It is an excel-
succession will give more feed than f there was a

A . p E el e # lent pructice to go over the mowing fiekds just after
g(fx}éi:;ﬁgf‘?ﬂ‘zg’t'i‘ﬁlg"‘ portion of the seasont and & v and pick up and carry off loose, small stones,

If there were such a variety sown as to give acon- Wll.wh oy ha_v‘lz been Stm‘tl?d by the t(iddcx: or horse-
stant succession of growth, the pasture would be "?l‘e'l ) ‘j\ ?c““ lllou&s t'll":f fl;mtmf:l:mt:i;“&oigmo
always green, where there was anflicient to <wpport ;hm:{‘l . .1:\, i ‘1, .“ OJ)\ " t'; Sy of th 2 g.
growth. This is not always the case m the Umted (18 Tiers Wit be tutluie 10 (he way o1 Lie owing
States, and especially w the west.  Our annuall machine knives when a sccond erop of rowen is ready
drougflts in July and August aie terribly severe on to cut, or when the machine comes around next year.
both meadows and pastures Nevertheless. we be- ]; “ls xdcs“xlt l‘n“i"; s:ul':ilcix1)(;115;\;::‘:::1{:{)3?:3 .? nélc:g?;:::
lieve it will be possible, with care 1 the selection of | SUIRFS WhILE The CAplcate pArts are being
proper grasses for sowing, to have pastures, 1f not of ! {J"."‘gl;“\.m;lw]s. {?lﬂt‘mg ma::m!tsta(li\m)gx sff "; t:
Enghsh gr-enness, at least such as wil compare JUATE JUSE W ICT RACY QXc OSE WOnLed. | wimal s

' stones that are too amall to be seen in thick grass,

R?i;;‘;b& o ;ﬁﬁ‘;”" exeept fut about & month e oreen be knocked out of the way or lm\'cl their
8. . . . by 1 avy sle y ‘1
As showing the great value of mixed grasses for top broken off by a heavy sledge hammer. I8 will

. it N R .
asture it will not be out of place, although this has pay to try it.—N L Furmer.

een heretofore discussed in the Hevtan Rued, to,  HexoAriAN GRAss.—It wants rich soil ; it should
note the fact that a single squai. fout of very rhy ot be suna buvse the irst of June , 1t may be sown
natural pasture in England has contwnied [,000 plauts, | as lae as the 200k Une bushied of sced is none too
940 of tfxcm bemg natural gasscs, and siaty ot thon , much to smother weeds and make fine hay, 1t shoutd
clover and other plants, the whole number mcluding | be cut berore all 13 m bloom ; cut when the dew is
tuenty vancties.  Another meadow, nnigated and; offy and tend well and nck 1t, as any wetting hurts
It 18 not hard to
foot of sud, 1,502 plants of natural prasses, amd, cure, Lutif haavy nads two days’ sun. . Mow and
ninety-six of clover and other plauts. feed as other hay, and for milch cows or horses it is
Agamn, as showing the necessity of thidkh seuding, , as goout as the bust. It cut late at 1s bard fodder ; if
a mixture of twelve varicties of grass, aggiegating, svwed thin it s cvurse todadr. 1 Lave 1aised two
forty pounds per acre, gave, accviuiig to 1hnt ony tons to the acre on plan land, by aj plyag 400 potrnds
** Grasses and Forage Tlauts,” the envitious nunbur y of Peruvian guane {mlm“cd i buduie the seud was
of 51,900,000 sceds, or abuut mine per syuate inch, ¢ sunn, 1813 goud when one naches to add to the nw
Conscquently, to produce the nuwmber ot plants, a tew tons < hay more than their land in grass wiild
given in the case where 1,708 plants wore duwin per, yidd,  Cioval wan by rasen on aight suls  cheaper,
square foot, wo should be ubliged tu sown abuut, but tcannot be taised as at by magic i & wew weehs,
twenty-five per cent. moro than forty pounds per, L duuk it better than cora stover.—Core N, E.
acre, From this, it is safc to.say, first, we sow too | Lomestead.



