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The rotation of cropts in eacl fiehl is not
wliat I would have liked it to have been, for
the clover killing or not catching obliged me
to deviate fron my plan.

The idea with which I cotimmnciied te as.er-
tain the cost of each ei wa.s that f wVouUl swu

which crop paid the best Mnd s 1mg
those cropi which paid the worst ; but in
ton ) cars' calcuilations and experience I have
failed te realizo that idca, yet it lias not been
without great value tu sue, It has brougiht
me to this conclusion, that on a soui like
this a miixcd husbandry is the niost prolit-
able. as a judicious rotation of crops is the
least exhausting on the soil, and I have nover
seen a season in Canada but wias favour.
able for somte crop; and wien a field shows
me a loss in raiaing ç, crop, and the scason
has been favourable for that crop, thon I re-
sort to experiments to raise tie fertili.y of
that field. I find, moreover, that the price of
all crops fluctuates very msuch both as regards
the oost of production and the s:lliing value.
It has aiso brought me to another conclu.
sion, that I consider hay, not îple-;t, the
king of crops ; for wlcn I can get this soil to
raiso a good crop of hay, a goo-1 crop of
of grain is certain to follow, providing the
season is favourable for that crop.

It also shows very plainly the difference
betwcn a fariner and manufacturer or me-
ohanic. A iranufacturer may make a machinue
or commnnodity at a certain cost, and to-nor.
row lie uay make another at the sale cost;

not s with the farnr, he has only one cx-
perimncrt a year; and if ho can raise a bushel
of grain this year at a certain cost, le nay
bring his operations as near as possible ain
other year to the former one, and it mnay
test him double or only ialf. Now, then,
the great problem te solve is the cause of
that difference and its remedy. Lot any oie
try a few such experiments, and will they
dare to say a fariner needs no brains? Farm-
ing furnishes ample work for the greatet in-
tellect. The greatest difficulty I sec with
regard te farming in our beloved Canada. is
that they put out much muscle work with
too little brain work attached te it. In my
opinion the Legislature, and mon of higli
standing in Ontario, deal unfairly with the
farner. Take for instance the Assesnent
Law, which assesses town property at 60c
in the dollar for county purposes,.an coun-
try property at 100 cents. Again, take the
University of Toronto; it is a grand and
noble institution, but is the agricultural stu-
dent on equal footing? W hile in othier de-
partmrents there are many scholaiships,tlere
is no scholarship for an agricultural student;
and what is the effect? Whilotlie other stu-
dents ean be counted by the bundreds, the

agricultural students only number fron one

t6 three. Did our Governmrnent establisu
agriculpural colleges on suih a basis, that

every youmng men who desires it could there
obtain the lest theory along with the best
practice on farming, it wvould aid Canada to

tal lier positin aonrngst the nations of the
earth. One word with regard to ascertain.
ing cost of crops raised. The ac.ount in.
creases in value and interest to ne every
year ; but if thero ere twelve farmers who
would keep the saie accourt of cost it would
he twelve tintes as valuable to me ; and if
we met once a year te compire notes, would
it uot bc interestiug to sec who could raise
the largest crops with the least amount of
cost? I have shown mny calculations to many
fariners, but never seen oine who kept such
an account.

I have spent now ncaly twenty.eight
years, the happiest days of ny life,on a farm
in Canada, and I love farming so much that
it is a daily pleiasire for me to attend to its
daily duties. Would that I could so write
as te inspire with the saine feelings of de-
liglt in the farm our hundreds of farmers'
sons, who are seeking and panting for snome-
thing in which they nay find more happi.
ness than in a farmer's home. I was net
always a farner; fron the tine I was seven
years old tilt [ was seventeen I was an as
sistant in the sale of intoxicating liquer, and
my blood thrilla with horror when I contein.
plate that period of moy life, as it was ten
years of the most miserable part of mny ex-
isienlce.

ROBERT EADIE, Junr.

Oakland P. O., Ontario.

Destruction of Pirds.

To the 'ililor.

Sin,-The wanton and wholesale destruc-
tion of useful insectivorous birds has be-
coule so serions an evil that it is highly Il.
portant, for those especially who feel an in-
terest in agriculture, te take neaures for
the botter enforceiment of the laws enacted
for the protection of these "farinera'
friends." A nuiber of inflaeatial gentlemen
in this neighbourhood have accordingly
agrced to prosecute vigorously all who in-
fringe the law, and have signed the follow-
ing notice :-

"hOTIcE AGAICST ItLFUL TRESPASS, AND

SIIOOTINo GAME AND sE1ALL BIRS OliT

OF SEASON.
"Advertmng to Acts now in force for the

better preservation of gaine and small birds
in Ontario, which Acts we eacli of us duly
respect and appreciate, and taking into con-
sideration that both gamie and small birds
are gradually disappearing in this section of
the country, we, the undersigned, eaci of
lis inhdividually, jointly and collectively,
hereby bive notice te any person or persous
wio imay be found on any of our lands or
lots of land,shooting or othewise destroying
game or smnali birds 'out of season,' such
person or persons, if detectcd, will by us be
held guilty of icin tr>Ipas, and such per-
son or perions will 1 brought before one of
fHer Majeîty's Justices of the Peace for the

oi'ence, and ho or they so trespassing will bo
ield accointable for any darnaige he or they

may bo known to commit, cither to our
fences or our crops, &

lin subiitting the above notice for publi.
cation, at the request of the par ties whose
names arc so nerously recorded therceon,
I %tould gladly endeavour to speak a few
wmeds in favour of tiose useful siall btirds.

The farmier who allows any person to kill
the mrall birds about ais place is sadly -want-
ing in geieroius feeling and sound judtment,
aiud if le permits those birds to 4e des.
troyed because they deprive hii of a few of
his cherries or green Doas, he, te use the vul-
gar phrase, " saves at the spigot and 'oses at
the bung." Careful experimeni., have
shown that every robin consume dluring
the spring, summsuer, and autun. difteen
pounds of worus. Think of that, eu.ýry far.
nier who coniplains of the robin ->r any
other small bird, for all eat in pi oortion.
And only fancy, these thousand sa .,I birds
that surround your homes cat am fally fif-
teen thousand pouids ef worns a- i other
insects !

Now, taking into accoint the v a good
they do the fariner, independent of tlcir
sweet mclody, who us the well-tain inan
with a generous mind tiat w >ld pemuit thie
s- called sportimn, or the boy with the
murderous gun, to destroy then, and parti.
cularly out of season ? Even the lar black
crow, now so coiniQ aniongst us h is the
liarbinger of spring, and is useful in his way.
It is not to be denied that lie pulls up a
.reat dom of corn, and gives a deal of trou-
bie, bir, le does it not for nischief, but in
his efforts to assist the fariner. Every oeu
knows the injury donc to corn and otber
crops by the wireworin and cutworin; it is
in pursuit of these grubs that crows and
blackbirds pull up the young plants, at
whose roots instinct teaches then that their
prey lies; and it will be found that the fields
iost haunted by crows are most infested by
the giub and the worm. This I mention to
show the real habits of the crow, and I
think we should meet with greater loss with-
out his coipany.

The following statement shows that rob-
ins, crows and blackbirds are not the only
consumers of wornms: A distingui-hed Ane-
rican naturalist mentions in lis remarks
respecting small birds, that, "onemnorning, he
saw the branches of a favourite troc overrun
by many hitundreds of coarse, iairy black and
red caterpillars, often seen on willows, that
he was on the point of going out to reimove
then, when ho saw a male catbird light
among and begin te ont them, occasionally
ilying away m ith some for its youing. The
bird continued this all day; by the sanie
hour on the next day there were no caterpil.
lars toe > seen on the troc; the catbird hal
Jeared it."

So of other birds, and the mdih!on of
pounds of grubs and worms caten by birds

1871.


