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'The rotation of erops in each field is not
what U would have liked it to have been, for
the clover killing or not catching obliged me
to deviate from my plan,

The idea with which I cammenced to as:er-
tain tho cost of each cron was that T would seu
which crop paid the best and siop 1asmy
those trops which paid the worst ; but in
ten ycars’ calenlations and experience 1 have
failed to realize that idea, yet it has not heen
without great value to me. It has brought
me to this conclusion, that on a soil like
this a mixed hushandry is the most prolit-
able, as a judicious rotation of crops is the
least exhausting on the soil, and I have never
geen 2 season in Canada but was favour-
able for some crop; and when a field shows
mo » lossin raising & crop, and the zeason
has been favourable for thas crop, thenI re-
sort to experiments to raise the fertilisy of
that field, I find, moreover, that the price of
all crops fluctuates very much both as regards
the cost of production and the sclling value.
It has also brought me to another conclu.
sion, that L consider hay, not whest, the
king of crops ; for when I can get this soil to
raise a good crop of hay, a gool crop of
of grain is certain to follow, providing the
season i8 favourable for that crop.

It also shows very plainly the difference
between a farmer and manufacturer or me-
chanic, Amanufacturer may makea machine
or comwodity at a certain cost, and to-mor-
row he sy make another at the same cost;
not so with the farmer, ke has only one ex-
perimert a year; and if ho can raise a bushel
of grain this year a% a certain cost, he may
bring his operations as ncar as possible an
other year to the former one, and it may
€ost himn double or only half. Now, then,
the great problem to solve is the cause of
that differcnce and its remedy. Let anyone
try a few such experiments, and will they
dare to say a farmer needs no brains? Farm-
ing furnishes ample work for the greatet in-
tellect. The greatest difficulty I see with
regard to farming in our beloved Canada, is
that they put out much muscle work with
too little brain work attached to it. Inmy
opinion the Legislature, and men of high
standiog in Ontario, deal unfairly with the
farmer. Take for instance the Assessment
Law, which asscssestown property at G0c
in the dollar for county purposes, and coun-
try property at 100 cents. Again, take the
University of Toronto; it is a grand and
noble institution, but is the agricultural stu-
dent on equal footing? \While in otherde-
particents there are many scholaiships,there
is no zeholarship for aa agricultural student;
and what is the eflect? While the other stu-
dents can be counted by the bundreds, the
agricultural students only numbar from one
to turee.  Did our Government cstablish
agricultural colleges oa suth a basie, that
every young man who desires it could there
obtain the bast theory along with the best
practize on farming, it would aid Canada to

tako her position amengst the nations of the
earth, One word with regard to ascertain.
ing cost of creps raised, The account in.
creases in valuo and interest to me every
year ; but if there were twelve farmers who
would keep the same accour-t of cost it would
he twealve tinwes as valuable to me ; aud if
wo med once a year to compare notes, would
i% ot be interesting to see who could raise
the largest crops with the least amount of
cost ? 1 have shown my caleulations to many
fariners, but never seen one who kept such
an account,

I have spent now nearly twenty-cight
years, the happiest days of my life,on a farm
in Canada, and I love furming so much that
it is a daily pleasure for me to attend to its
daily dutics, Would that I could so write
as to inspire with the same feelings of de-
light in the farm our hundreds of farmers'
song, who are seeking and panting for some-
thing in which they may find more happi-
ness than in a farmer’s home. I was not
always a farmer; from the time I wassceven
years old till  was seventeen I was un as
sistant in the sale of intoxicating liquer, and
my blood thrills with hozror when I contem-
plate that period of wy life, as it was ten
years of the most miserable part of my ox-
istence.

ROBERT EADIE, Junr.

Oakland P. O., Ontario.
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Destruction of ¥irds.

To the Editor.

Siy,-~The wanton and wholesale destrue-
tion of uscful insectivorous birds has be-
come 80 serious an evil that it is highly im-
portant, for those especially who feel an in-
terest in agriculture, {o take measures for
the better enforcement of the laws enacted
for the protection of these ¢ farmers’
iriends.” A pumber of inflaestisl gentlemen
in this ncighbourhood have accordingly
agreed to prosecute vigorously all who in-
iringe the law, and have signed the follow-
ing notice :—

“NOTICE AGAINST WILFUL TRESPASS, AND
SHOOTING GAME AND SMALL BIKDS OUT
OF SEASON,

 Adverting to Acts now in force for the
better preservation of game and small birds
in Ontario, which Acts we each of us duly
respect and appreciate, and taking into con-
sideration that both game and small birds
are graduaily disappearing in this section of
the country, we, the undersigned, each of
us individually, jointly and collectively,
hereby pive notice to any person or persons
who may be found on any of our lands or
lots of land,shooting or otherwise destroying
game or small birds ‘out of season,’ such
person or persons, if detected, will by us be
held guilty of witrul respass, and such per-
on or persons will ke brought before one of
Her Majesty's Justices of the Peaco for the
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offence, and he or they =o trespassing will be
held accountable for any damage he or they
may be known to commit, cither to emr
fences or our crope, &o.”

In subnitting the above notice for pubii-
cation, at the request of the parties whose
names are 50 numervously recorded thercon,
[would gladly endeavour to speak a few
words in favour of those useful small birds,

The farmer who allows any person to kill
the small birds about Lis place is sadly want-
ing in generous feeling and sound judgment,
and if- he permits those birds to Le des.
troyed because they deprive him of a few of
his cherries or green peas, he, to use the vul-
gar phrase, ‘‘ saves at the spigot and losesat
the bung.” Careful experimenix have
shown that every robin consumes, .luring
the spring, summer, and autumn. gfteen
pounds of worms, Think of that, every far-
mer who complains of the robin or any
other small bird, for all eat in pr ,wrtion,
And only fancy, these thousand su sl birds
that surround your homes cat ansally fif-
teen thousand pounds of worms a* 1 other
insects !

Now, taking into azcount the v .3 good
they do the farmer, indepeadent of their
sweet melody, who 13 the well-gainha s man
with a generous wmind that wiuld penait the
s2 called sportsman, or the Loy with the
murderous gun, to destroy them, and parti-
cularly out of ssason ? Even the joor black
crow, now so commmon amongst us heis the
harbinger of spring, and is useful in his way.
It is not to be denied that he pulls upa
areat deal of corn, and gives a deal of trou-
ble, bus he does it not for migchicf, but in
his effosts to assist the farmer. Xvery one
knows the injury done to corn and other
crops by the wireworm and cutworm; it is
in pursuit of these grubs that crows and
blackbirds pull up the young plants, at
whose roots instinet teaches them that their
prey lies; and it will be found that the fields
mozt haunted by crows are most infested by
the grub and the worm. This I mention to
show the real habits of the crow, and I
think we should mees with greater loss with-
out his company.

The following statement shows that rob-.
ins, crows and blackbirds are not the only
consumers of worms: A distingui-hed Ame-
rican naturalist mentions in his remarks
respecting small birds, that, “onemorning, he
saw the branches of a favourite tree overrun
by many hundreds of coarse, hairy bilack and
red caterpillars, often seen on willows, that
he was on the point of going out to remove
them, when he saw a male catbird light
among and begin to eat them, occasionally
lying away with some for its youvng. The
bird continued this all day; by the same
bour on the next day there were no caterpil-
lars to be seen on the tree; the catbird hal
cleared it."”

So of other birds, and the ruliron of
pounds of grubs and worms eaten by birds



