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Preservation of Combe for Future Use.

'q HEN colonies are found to be dead, say
about the 15th April, take three or four
combe out of the hive, ard place the

remaining ones about one inch and a quarter
apart.; take out those having most-honey in so
as not to encourage robbing, and leave the
quilt or honey board off ; hang those taken out
in empty hives in the honey bouse, or nail lath

to the joist seo as to hang them overhead if storey
is high enough, or if loft is bee-tight, nail strips

to rafters, anc to roof between rafters length-

wise of same, and hang 14 inches apart, or hang

an empty frame between each. This is aiso a

good plan to keep them apart when hung in hives

which will serve to keep them apart when

handled. The above applies more especially

where outdoor wintering is practised. It seems

impossible to keep out moths by simply closing

hives up tight, as the eggs of the moth are al-

ready in the combe ; and if combs are kept in a

cellar too cool and damp for the eggs to hatch,
they are likely to mould.

My roof is made by nailing the shingles'to

3 x 1 batting three inches apart, so by nailing a
strip to rafters parallel to these I can hang up

a large number of combs nicely. If roof is not

too steep they will hang nearly plumb. All dad

bees should be brnshed from the combe, and

wbere the comb celle are full of bees scrape
them right down to the foundation. Bave this

waste comb for beeswax, also with a pot kept

hot in a double tin lamp chimney full of water

sharpen uncapping knife ; cut away all excre-

ment from the face of the comb, and scrape the

frame up clean and tidy, as well as the inside of

the bive. Where portions of comb are too bad

eut out and splice in good worker comb. The

same thing may be done now with patches of

drone comb, so as to eliminate all drone comb
from black or hybrid hives.

After taking off supers in the fall, and ex-

tracting combe for the last time it is a good

plan to carry them about eight or ten rods from

the yard, and allow the bees to clean them up,
and you will find them in much nicer shape the

next spring. A little robbing may start up,
and the weak hives need to be closed down to

passage for one bee at a time, and a pint of

bees may perish in the fray, but in a couple o
days all will be normal again, and you can gathei

in your clean, dry combs the second evenirg o

maorning early, leaving them at least one inck

apart with sticks or empty frames. For close
end frames cnt up lath the right length, sa
Sixteen or twenty four inches long, and pile u
COmbe, placing two sticks between each. Fo
those loft ont in ehe hives (or hives brought int

honey house) shorter pieces of lath would de
placing them between tLe upright bars perpen.
dicularly.

F. WHITESIDE.

Little Britain, Ont.

After-Dinner Thoughts.

'Jars of jell and jars of jam,
Jars f potted bef and bain.
Would tiFa* ail the jars waie these
That occur in familt s "

B I have just eaten rather hearty, and as
this old arm chair seems the climax of
comfort and fitness, there seeme to be

waftel to me a kindly feeling toward all man-
kind. How long it will last I do not know, so I
sharpen my pencil, and say perchance if in the
past I have been hasty or seemingly unkind
towards any one, please forgive and forget it
all. Yon, broth-r Hutchinson, T am sure will
overlook my failings, and you, Brother Miller,
as a doctor, very well know that a late supper
bas made many an angel almost a fiend. Yes. I
have a good heart, but my pencil never seems
to know rhen it bas gone far enough, and is
always leading me astray. If I couldonly write
in that quiet way-that balmy, significant eause
and dignity with which Bro. Pringle and others
are possesed-ah, yes, if I only could-but
please make the best of me, such as I am, and
I will try to love all those that I can trust.

Now I leave the subject of human frailty, as
the gentle zephyrs waft my thoughts in another
direction, conspicuous among which appears the
mention of my name on page 61 by Mr. J. E.
Pond.

Bro. Pond wants me te f urnish proof that my
theery as to the enigin of foui brood is correct
I see that I did flot make my statement plain
enough, or at ieast Mr. P. does not ueem te un.
dcrstand me. Lt is net so much the bl. of
larvie tool1 as the distturbing of it with the ex.

tracter that causes foui brood. If yen have the
C.B.J. ot July 1, 1890, then turn to page 151,
and yen will find an article Ot mine which ex.

plains the matter, and is it as good as a new
explnatonthae oniy difference is that I have

idiscovered a new way bee.keepets have of very
innocently killing the iarvie, and tJsat is by
extuacting from the brood chamber. This stato-
ment I make in ne hiasty manner, juil to rai»s a
discussion, for I have other business on hand

Sthan disoussing fer the sake of discussing. I
make it because I believe it te be true, and of

Senoligh value te be worth writing about. I don't

r blame you for net sieeing as I see, I only Write
that others may know how I ses, and if -thore je


