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thi
k RELIGION VERtsLtS SCIENCE.

1 T'HE EDWTOR 0F THE~ MAIL ANI) EmpIkE."
4. LET us ask, first of ait, what is religioni Herein etymolo)gy wi render us noa'l.ltassistance, for the word, as such, originally referred ont>' ta humaindeisfoil 'ý he maintenance of what we understand b>' the word religion, not ta the thingf tili itseif The purest-hearted layman exsigin mediaeval times mgtproper>'
ýj' have been descried as Il ot religious,' and so, for instance, Chaucer uses the't' wrdmenig l otaffiliated ta, an>' religlous order." Perhaps a delinite landier-stuanding of the terninîay be arrived ait if it be conceded thot religion is equivalentt0 the "K nowledge of God. " This ait least has Iseen the- aim of ever>' systens,Je01! and the message nf every supposed revelation. Our own Scriptures bave, asPlîvP. iheir fundamental abject, the revealing of the nature of God, on which, and on('t tel which alone, aur worship must n'eds be based. Can science help us herei We

tiiit towno. I w hlivein God atail, cnvedoubt that God isalmighty il TheàMi]idea that He is flot ss lis the end of ail faith and the beginning of superstitinlisa irrational and worse, and prohably no enlightened humnas being would daretu1 propound, it in siet ternis, mother thiugh it has been of man>' of aur irrcligioustii, foles. Musi IHe not also be all-wisei It is seif-evident that he must be so, foralmighty power wiclded in ignorance or incompetency, would have fia resemblance'Affie o the settled order lie observe, and could only maintain itself b>' an endless1W a succession of miracles. Finally, is flot God as perfect un henevolences in power
iltiod and wisdonà il Is ut not clear, ta sitate the matter in the simplest ternis, that

"-Godil; love?"l
ili- The histor>' of the world, whether revealed b>' geology or recorded hy man, theamry existence and supremnacy of the humais race, and the fact that aur inîcîlectualposters permit of such a thiisg as acience, conclusively prove it. Indeed, if itliail vire flot sci we should be onI>' losing aur lime in the discussion of religion.S There are few who believe there is fia God. If there be a God at aIl, such He(11 must be.

.s a It is easy ta ste what hsa prompted the specutations son rife mn aur tirie. Thetll( cosnditiois have been fairorbie ta thesr growîh. Science bas made gi-eatprogress, and mien have begun ta talli as though there were fia limit ta its progreissetBtthe limitations of science are excleedingiy real. Where she bas remaved aviei it bas been anî>' ta show mare impenetrable darkneas heyond. We useeltctricity as aur everyday servant. Has science taid us what electricity i?Wt have discovered that lille in its beginningu takes forint in one simple protoplaseswhich knows fia distinctian, whether the reasule be microbe or elephant, ape orSge-il is alike for ail. But the discover>' bas nue advansced is aise jat tawards
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