168

THE ILLUSTRATED JOURNAL OF AGRICULTURE.

Noveuser 1830

A propos of tho term thoroughbred, as applied to horses, I
saw tho following advertisement in the Montroal Star of the
Hth Scptember :

 For salo : o thoroughbred mare, bred from the best trot-
ting stock ;" which is of course an absurdity.

A.RJ P

We givoa portrait of the groat Holstein bull Netherland
Alban 4584 (A. R, 34), winner of tho $50 first prize in the
aged oless at the Syracuse State fair, as mentioned last weck.
He is a bull of tho milk-aud-beef form ; head proportionate ;
neck of medium longth, fine, ncatly joined to head and shoul-
ders ; ohine straight, broad and open; loin aund hips very
level and strong ; esoutcheon fair size, of excellent quality ;
handling superior; scorctions very oily, abundant and yellow ;
style and bearing very , : :
fine, His got, a8 well
as himself, have met |
with great success in §
the show ring, and g
from present indica- KM
tions Netherland Al-
ban gives promise of §
taking a position ze-' J
cond to none 8s a
stock-getter. Ho was
pot by Netherland E
Prince 716 (A. R. 8), }
out of Albino 2664
{A. R. 204); and was
dropped  April 29.
1880 He was bred
by Messrs. Smiths,
Powell & Lamb of
Syracuse, and sold by
them to hwis present
owrers and exhibi-
tors, Messs, J. B.
Butcher & Son of
Pawling,

Country Gentleman,.

SEASONABLE NOTES.
' STACK-BUILDING.

Last week we promised a few remarks upon the art of stack-
buildivg, and commented upon its decadence and the demo-
ralisation of harvest work in consequence of low prices and
bad times. Stacks may be built, on staddles or on the ground.
It may be presumszd that the staddles is an improvement and
innovation upon the other system of building on a straw bed
Be this as it may, there has cortainly of late been a reaction
towards the simpler 1uestion. Staddles are used for two
objects—as a means of keeping out vermin, and secondly for
purposes of ventilation, and for bringing corn more quickly
and more uniformly ioto condition. So far as vermin are
concerned there 18 but little advantage gained by their use
as mice are imported in sheaves straight from the field, and
rats olimb into ricks thiough the carclessness of farmers
and labourers, who habitually leave heaps of rubbish, stakes,
and loose straw in the neighbourhood of ricks, Auother
reason which favours the bmlding of ricks upon the ground
is the now common habit of stacking corn in the field, where
it i3 thrashed out by means of portable machines. Staddles
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are fixturcs, and rioks are sot up whero most convenicnt, and
honoe an extemporisod bottom is proferred.

The bottom ought to be made on a dry situation whero
wator is not likely to lodgo, and is best mado with straw,
whioh is put down about 18 inches thiok on the sito of the
future rvick. If a round stack is desired, tho best nieans of
proceeding is to set up & harvest fork perpendioularly in the
ground, and to loosely tie a picce of string from 4 to & yds.
long around it. Then s/ retohing the striog, desoribo a oirclo
around the fork, and v.ake the bedding oxactly within and
up to the cirole as formed. In this way a perfeot cirolo is
made, and after the bed has been made level wo may praseced
with the work of rick-building

One plan is to commenco in tho oentre, by setting up two
sheaves just as if we wore going to mako a stook. They are
placed in an A form, with the orop ends upwards. This must
form the basis of a
solid cone of sheaves,
built up as a round
stook in the centre,
which makes a nu-
cleus around which
sheaves arc built, The
4 crop cnds are laid to-
%} wards the centre,
N which at once pre.
. sents a full appear-
ance. Tha butts. only,
lie direotly on the
straw, and the heads
all lie on sheaves
Thus the work gra-
dually is ocarried on
until the outside is
reached, aud the rick
is then cou.idered to
be fairly started. To
begin at the outside
is wrong in prinociple,
a3 cuoh sheaf then
rests with its head
on the bottom, and
will be found to be-
come fusty or mouldy from damp. After the first layer is
laid this order is reversed and the builder begios his second
course at the outside, and ties them in by a second layer laid
upon the bands of the first, which scourely ties them in, and
prevents-slipping. A third layer, and a fourth are then laid
until the centre is reached, Successive layers of sheaves are
added, cach one conmencing at the outside, care being taken
that the middle of the rick is kept sufficicutly full to give a
glight inclination of the butts downwards. This prevents rain
from fiading its way towards the centre from the outside, If
the middle is too foll the rick will slip, but if properly built,
the tendenoy is only to grow out at the leg so as to form that
perfect form which may be likened to a peg-top, or the lower
part of a pear, gradually swelling out evenly all arcund uatil
the eaves are reached.

RIGHT AND LEPT STACKING.

Qood stack-makers tske a great pride in their work, and
love to sec a well-built and pleasant-looking objeoct, when their
work is completed. For this purpoco they cadeavour te build
right and left the meaniog of which phrase is worth expiuir-
ing. When sheaves have been well set up in shork the straw
becomes bent, and on lifting the sheaves from the ground the
butts are not square but levelled, or sst at an angle. In




